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The  New  Central  Statistical  Office 


An  enlarged  CSO  is  shortly  to  be  set  up  as  a  new 
government  department  with  greater  direct  responsibility 
Ibr  compilation  of  the  national  accounts  and  the  associated 
data  collection  from  businesses. 

Announcing  this  in  a  written  statement  on  S  April  in  reply 
to  a  parliamentary  question  by  Mr  Terence  Higgins  MP,  the 
Prime  Minister  said: 

‘Following  the  Treasury  and  Civil  Service  Select 
Committee’s  Report  on  the  1988  Budget,  the  Government 
set  up  an  efficiency  scrutiny  in  the  Cabinet  Office  last 
June  to  examine  the  present  inter-departmental 
arrangements  for  the  production  of  government  economic 
statistics,  and  to  mate  recommendations  for  achieving 
cost-dfecdve  imfHOvements  where  necessary.  The  report 
of  this  scrutiny  is  being  published  today*,  and  copies  have 
been  placed  in  the  Library  of  the  House. 

‘The  scrutit^  report  recommends  a  large  number  of 
specific  ways  of  improving  the  quality  of  government 
economic  statistics,  the  great  bulk  of  which  have  been 
accepted.  They  will  be  implemented  over  the  next  year 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  the  Central 
Statistical  Office.  Copies  of  the  action  plan  relating  to 
these  recommendations  have  been  i^ced  in  the  Libraries 
of  the  House. 

‘The  report  also  makes  a  number  of  recommendations 
for  changes  to  the  present  inter-departmental 
arrangements  for  producing  economic  statistics.  In 
accordance  with  these,  I  have  decided  that  from  July 
responsibility  for  the  Business  Statistics  Office  and  for 
all  the  statistical  series  for  which  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  is  now  responsible,  and  for  the  Retail 
Prices  Index  and  Family  Expenditure  Surv^,  for  which 
die  Dqnrtment  of  Employment  is  currently  responsible, 
should  transfer  to  the  Central  Statistical  Office.  The 
enlarged  Central  Statistical  Office  will  have  greater  direct 
responsibility  for  the  conqiilation  of  die  national  accounts 
and  for  the  associated  data  collection  from  business. 

‘As  recommended  by  the  scrutiny  report,  the  enlarged 
Central  Statistical  Office  will  become  a  separate 
government  department  responsible  to  the  Charicellor 
<rf'  the  Exchequer,  and  in  due  course  will  also  become 
an  Executive  Agency.  The  Director  of  the  Central 
Statistical  Office,  as  Head  of  the  Government  Statistical 
Service,  will  continue  to  have  access  to  me  on  matters 
concerning  the  validity  and  integrity  of  government 
statistics. 


Jack  Hibbert,  Director  of  the  Central  Statistical  Office 
and  Head  of  the  Government  Statistical  Service. 


‘The  Government  remains  committed  to  reducing  the 
burdens  on  business  involved  in  the  collection  of 
economic  statistics.  The  Secretary  State  for  Trade  and 
Industry,  who  has  lead  responsibility  for  deregulation 
policy,  will  therefore  agree  with  the  enlarged  Central 
Statistical  Office  specific  objectives  to  ensure  that  the 
burdens  on  business  are  minimised. 

‘These  decisions  amount  to  a  very  substantial  programme 
of  work  over  the  period  ahead,  designed  to  achieve  a 
significant  improvement  in  the  quality  and  relevance  of 
government  economic  statistics.’ 


*  Government  Economic  Statistics,  a  Cabinet  Office  scrutiny  report,  ISBN  0  11  430035  6  (HMSO)  (Price  £8.(X)) 


85.4 


Statistical  News,  May  1989,  No.  85  ©  Crown  Copyright,  1989 


Ibrious  interpretations  of  this  announcement  have  already 
appeared  in  the  press:  not  all  of  these  were  entirely  accurate, 
arid  Jack  Hibbert,  Director  of  the  CSO  and  Head  of  the 
Govemmeru  Statistical  Service,  has  rrutde  the  following 
comments: 

The  media  coverage  of  the  announcement  demonstrated  that 
it  is  not  just  statisticians  who  sometimes  get  things  wrong. 
Newsptqwrs  variously  reported  that  the  whole  of  the  GSS  was 
being  niade  into  a  single  department,  that  there  would  be  a 
five-fold  increase  in  the  number  of  statisticians  and  that  the 
work  of  the  CSO  had  in  the  past  suffered  from  the  absence 
of  ministerial  discipline.  These  statements  ate  at  best 
misleading  so  I  would  like  to  put  the  record  straight  and  make 
a  few  observations  on  what  is  going  to  happen. 

The  parts  of  the  GSS  to  be  brought  together  collectively 
account  for  around  one-fifth  of  the  whole  of  GSS  activity. 
There  are  no  plans,  as  yet,  to  alter  substantially  the  statistical 
resources  devoted  to  the  work.  The  primary  reason  for  the 
changes  is  to  bring  under  one  management  mote  of  the  work 
underlying  the  compilation  of  macro-economic  statistics  so 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  decide  priorities  and  tackle  problems 
in  a  mote  co-ordinated  and  ef^tive  way.  This  sh^d  help 
substantially  in  our  continuing  efforts  to  improve  the  quality 
and  consistency  of  macro-economic  statistics.  Absence  of 
ministerial  discipline,  whatever  that  may  be  supposed  to  mean, 
was  not  an  issue.  Ministers  will  decide  the  objectives  and 
resources  of  the  new  department  but  its  day-to-day 
management  and  methods  of  working  will  remain  in  the 
Director’s  hands.  The  respective  responsibilities  of  ministers 
and  the  Director  will  be  set  down  in  writing  and  published 
as  part  of  the  process  of  transformation  to  an  Executive 
Agency,  scheduled  for  the  first  half  of  1990. 

The  efficiency  scrutiny  which  recommended  the 
reorganisation  was  set  up  in  June  last  year  after  initial 
discussions  between  the  CSO,  Treasury  and  other 


departments.  Dissatisfection  with  the  country’s  macro¬ 
economic  statistics  had  been  growing  for  some  time  and  the 
House  (rf  Commons  Treasury  and  Civil  Service  Conunittee 
had  expressed  its  concern  about  the  problem.  The  Scrutiny 
Team  concluded  that  there  was  a  strong  prima  focie  case  for 
restructuring.  The  scrutiny  report  also  made  a  number  of 
technical  recommendations  which  are  now  in  the  process  trf 
being  implemented,  as  well  as  endorsing  a  number  of 
important  developments  already  in  hand. 

One  obvious  question  is  how  quickly  there  will  be  an 
improvement  in  the  statistics  as  a  result  of  all  the  changes. 
Although  there  are  no  simple  solutions,  I  am  optimistic  that 
we  might  begin  to  see  some  improvements  within  the  next 
twelve  months.  One  particular  difficulty  has  been  that  the 
first  estimates  of  growth  in  gross  domestic  product  over  the 
last  12-18  months’  period  have  been  subject  to  great 
uncertainty;  this  is  an  area  in  which  we  are  especially 
cotKemed  that  early  improvements  should  be  achieved. 
Reducing  the  discrepancies  in  the  institutional  sector  accounts, 
which  ate  at  present  more  persistent,  is  likely  to  prove  a  mote 
intractable  problem. 

Not  all  the  press  comment  was  unsympathetic.  For  instance, 
the  following  appeared  in  the  Ecorumust: 

‘One  reason  why  British  figures  look  less  reliable  than 
those  of  other  countries  is  that  the  CSO  is  too  honest. 
The  committee  found  no  other  country  in  the  world 
that  publishes  all  three  measures  of  GDP  as  Britain 
does.’ 

The  CSO  values  that  reputation  for  honesty  and  int^ty  very 
highly.  It  will  continue  to  be  completely  open  about  its 
mettles  and  invite  public  scrutiny  and  comment.  I  am 
confident  that  the  organisational  and  technical  changes  now 
being  implemented  wiU  also  enable  us  to  achieve  a  significant 
improvement  in  the  quality  and  relevance  of  government 
ecnomic  statistics. 


The  National  Economic  Development  Office:  a  quarter  of  a  century  of 
statistics 

David  G  Mayes,  Head  of  Statistics 


Since  its  inception  in  1962  the  National  Economic 
Devdopment  Office  has  been  a  major  user  of  industrial,  trade, 
financial  and  macro-economic  statistics  relating  both  to  the 
UK  and  its  main  competitors.  Thus  although  it  also  collects 
statistics  for  specific  purposes,  its  primary  focus  is  different 
fiom  that  the  main  government  departments  in  that  it  is 
a  user  rather  than  a  provider. 

NEDO  is  a  publicly-funded  independent  body  providing 
support  for  the  work  of  the  National  Economic  Development 
Council  and  its  Committees.  The  NEDC,  which  meets 


quarterly,  is  composed  cf  six  Cabinet  Ministers,  (the 
Chancellor  oS  the  Exchequer  and  the  Secretaries  (rf'  State  for 
TVade  and  Industry,  Employment,  Education  and  Science, 
EnvircMunent  and  Energy),  six  representatives  feom  die  TUCT, 
including  the  General  Secrdary,  six  representatives  fn»n  the 
CBI,  one  of  whom  represents  small  firms;  and  a  number  of 
indqiendents  including  the  Governor  cf  the  Bank  c/f  England 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Consumers  Association.  The  current 
membership  is  shown  in  Ihble  1. 


Standing  left  to  right:  David  Mayes  and  Ulric  Spencer;  seated:  Christopher  Moir  and  Nicholas  Scott 
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The  work  of  the  NEDC  is  directed  towards  increasing  the 
rate  of  economic  growth  and  improving  the  efficiency  of 
British  industry.  In  its  early  days  it  concentrated  on 
determining  the  barriers  to  &ster  growth  and  suggesting  how 
they  could  be  reduced.  It  quickly  became  obvious  that  while 
many  issues  apply  across  the  whole  economy,  difficulties  in 
individual  sectors  often  provide  the  most  important  barriers 
to  structural  change.  NEDC  therefore  set  up  a  number  (tf 
sectoral  committees,  whose  names  have  changed  from  time 
to  time  (the  current  one  is  Sector  Groups).  These  committees 
are  also  tripartite  in  structure,  with  major  employers,  trade 
union  officials  and  the  appropriate  government  officials 
together  with  individuals.  A  list  of  the  current  committees 
is  shown  in  Table  2. 

NEDO  has  no  power  to  compel  people  to  change  their 
behaviour  nor  has  it  any  ftmds  to  try  to  induce  them  to  change. 
It  therefore  has  to  rely  on  the  powers  of  persuasion.  This  puts 
a  special  burden  on  the  statistical  group  within  NEDO  as 
effo:tive  persuasion  comes  fttim  producing  impartial,  well- 
researched  analysis  based  on  information  which  is  accepted 
by  all  sides.  At  the  macro-economic  level  British  Industrial 
Performance,  which  is  in  its  fourth  edition,  was  produced  to 
try  to  resolve  arguments  over  how  the  UK’s  performance 
compared  with  that  of  its  main  competitors  and  how  that 
position  had  changed  over  the  last  H)  to  20  years.  The  major 
effort,  however,  occurs  at  the  more  detailed  level. 

The  statistical  needs  of  the  sector  groups 

The  major  requirement  of  the  Sector  Groups  is  to  assess  the 
performance  of  their  industries,  examine  their  prospects  and 
make  acceptable  suggestions  on  how  that  performance  can 
be  improved.  This  therefore  involves  three  distinct  forms  of 
statistical  activity.  The  first,  the  assessment  of  performance, 
requires  data  on  economic  activity  for  the  UK  and  other 
countries.  At  the  simplest  level  this  involves  sales,  output, 
employment,  wages,  prices,  profits,  exports,  imports  and 
investment.  From  these  it  is  possible  to  build  up  a  picture 
of  market  share  at  home  and  abroad  and  to  estimate  the  rate 
of  growth.  A  measure  of  the  efficiency  of  the  industry  from 
productivity  figures  and  possibly  the  return  on  capital  helps 
fill  out  the  detail. 

However,  treating  the  industry  as  a  whole  is  rarely  illuminating 
for  the  industries  themselves  and  it  is  usually  necessary  to 
obtain  considerable  product  detail.  This  encounters  three 
problems.  Except  in  mature  and  slowly  evolving  industries 
the  official  classifications  of  industries  and  products  often  do 
not  match  those  which  firms  recognise  or  find  useful.  This 
frequently  poses  unpleasant  problems  in  reconciling 
information  from  the  Business  Monitors,  for  example,  with 
data  from  the  industry  itself,  collected,  say,  by  trade 
associations.  Unfortunately  convenience  of  statistical 
classification  and  the  definition  of  suitable  industries  for  which 
to  have  Sector  Groups  do  not  need  to  go  hand  in  hand.  Thus 
even  for  some  long-established  groups,  like  Specialised 
Organics,  measures  of  performance  remain  controversial. 


Secondly,  trade  and  industry  statistics  are  based  on  different 
classifications  although  the  discrepancies  are  slowly  being 
closed  as  both  systems  are  revised.  Moreover  the  Department 
cf  Trade  and  Industry  publishes  import  penetration  and  export 
performance  measures  in  Business  Monitor  MQ12  and  in  its 
Industrial  Economic  Indicators  Database.  However,  these 
discrepancies  frequently  pale  into  insignificatKe  when  it 
comes  to  looking  at  the  industry  classifications  used  by  other 
countries.  While  the  development  of  UN,  OECD  and  EEC 
classifications  mr^  have  helped  to  bring  countries’  practices 
nearer  together,  there  is  still  a  long  way  to  go.  Unfortunately 
publication  of  figures  relating  to  several  countries 
international  oiganisations,  such  as  the  Statistical  Office  of 
the  European  Communities,  is  no  guarantee  that  they  are 
comparable.  Labour  productivity  estimates  in  the  services 
sectors,  for  example,  show  surprising  differences  and  rankings 
among  countries,  as  was  illustrated  in  the  paper  produced 
for  NEDC  on  the  threats  and  opportunities  from  the 
completion  of  the  European  single  market  (The  Single 
European  Market;  Issues  for  the  NEDC  Sector  Groups  and 
Companies  NEDC  (88)30). 

Since  our  interest  is  particularly  in  change  in  the  structure 
of  the  UK  economy,  we  find  input-output  statistics,  the 
Commodity  Flow  Accounts  and  the  I^rchases  Inquiry 
specially  useful.  These  are  already  infrequent  and  until  1987 
the  most  recent  full  information  related  to  1979,  a  year  before 
the  largest  restructuring  of  British  industry  since  the  war.  This 
makes  the  assessment  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  various 
measures  to  improve  the  effectiveness  of  the  ‘supply-side’  of 
the  economy,  which  has  always  been  the  main  concern  of 
NEDO,  very  difficult. 

Summary  statistics  are  not  enough  to  explain  performance, 
they  merely  state  it,  and  hence  complex  rnodels  oi  behaviour 
may  be  required  to  explain  why  an  industry  in  the  UK 
pe^rms  as  it  does  and  hence  how  it  compares  with  the 
competition  abroad.  These  models  usually  need  rather  more 
information  on  the  components  of  competitiveness,  some  of 
which  is  published,  such  as  that  on  R&D  expenditure,  but 
most  published  data  are  restricted  to  manufocturing  industry. 

Progress  tends  to  be  piecemeal  because  of  the  enormous 
variability  cf  detail  available  in  the  different  industries. 
However,  with  the  help  of  Oxford  Economic  Forecasting  we 
have  recently  developed  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry’s  Industrial  Modelling  System  into  a  90  sector, 
quarterly,  integrated  industrial  model  of  the  whole  economy. 
This  is  embedded  in  OEF’s  own  macroeconomic  model  of 
the  UK  and  summary  model  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  These 
models,  which  can  be  mounted  on  a  micro-computer,  are 
publicly  available  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  subscribe.  They 
provide  a  powerful  tool  for  the  analysis  of  sectoral  economic 
performance  and  trace  through  the  impact  of  changes  in  one 
sector  for  all  the  others  in  the  economy.  They  also  show  how 
macro-economic  changes,  such  as  exchange  rate  movements, 
have  an  impact  which  varies  considerably  across  sectors  and 
have  a  role  in  assessing  prospects,  which  is  discussed  later. 
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Case  studies 


Analysis  at  the  above  level  of  detail  answers  only  some  of 
the  outstanding  questions.  Much  of  the  explanation  of 
differences  in  performance  has  to  be  sorted  out  at  the  level 
of  die  individual  firms  or  plant.  Only  at  this  stage  is  it  possible 
to  account  for  the  consequences  of  detailed  differences  in 
product  range,  the  quality  cf  inputs,  the  nature  the 
management  and  organisational  structure,  the  level  of  skills 
and  qualifications  and  the  myriad  of  qualitative  factors  that 
lead  to  non-price  competitiveness  (David  Connell,  ‘The  UK’s 
performance  in  export  markets  -  some  evidence  from 
international  trade  ds^’  NEDO  Discussion  Diper  No  6,  1979). 
NEDO  has,  therefore,  pioneered  techniques  of  international 
inter-plant  comparisons  (sumtiuuised  in  D  G  Mr^es 
‘Productivity  and  Labour  Market  Practice’,  NIESR  Discussion 
Riper,  1983). 

This  case  study  approach  enables  detailed  comparisons  to  be 
made  at  a  manageable  cost.  It  is,  however,  essential  that  the 
particular  cases  chosen  are  clearly  representative  of  the 
circumstances  to  be  investigated.  This  is  less  of  a  problem 
than  it  might  appear,  since  having  the  major  figures  and  trade 
associations  in  the  industry  represented  on  the  Sector  Group 
means  that  not  only  are  th^  very  well  informed  but  they  are 
readily  able  to  get  agreement  to  participate  in  the  work.  The 
selection  of  the  foreign  plants  is  often  also  simplified  when 
comparison  is  required  not  with  the  typical  but  with  the  best. 

A  major  route  for  improving  performance  is  to  examine  ‘best 
practice’  overseas,  see  what  aspects  of  it  are  transferable  to 
the  UK  or  can  be  improved  upon  and,  after  establishing  why 
the  UK  does  not  currently  perform  as  well,  suggest  routes 
for  making  up  the  discrepancies. 

Assessing  prospects 

Itie  foregoing  discussion  of  performance  is  retrospective  in 
character,  although  in  part  it  is  also  an  assessment  by  Sector 
Groups  of  the  effectiveness  of  their  previous  work,  llie  point 
of  the  exercise  is,  however,  prospective-to  identify  problems 
and  opportunities  and  suggest  effective  means  of  meeting 
them.  The  conunittee  members  themselves  are  of  course  a 
fertile  route  to  this,  drawing  on  their  own  sources  of 
information  without  the  need  for  further  work  by  NEDO 
statisticians.  However,  this  usually  requires  supplementing 
from  existing  sources  of  market  intelligence  such  as  research 
oiganisations,  and  hence  NEDO  has  a  network  of  linkages 
as  often  as  not  developed  primarily  by  the  sector  specialist 
serving  the  committee  rather  than  from  the  statistics  group. 

Even  so  most  Sector  Groups  need  to  collect  further  specific 
information  of  their  own  directly  either  in  the  UK  or  overseas. 
In  some  cases  this  has  taken  the  form  of  surv^  of  the  capacity 
to  produce,  as  in  die  printing  industries,  or  erf'  the  opportunities 
in  particular  foreign  markets  as  in  clothing,  or  of  the 
perception  of  UK  products  as  in  the  case  of  the  domestic 
electrical  appliance  industries.  These  surveys  required  the 
usual  range  of  techniques  from  determining  the  sampling 
frame,  sample  and  questionnaire  design  to  processing  the 
results.  Fortunately  we  can  draw  on  the  advice  of  the  Survey 


Control  Unit  in  the  Central  Statistical  Office  but  the  need 
to  cover  these  techniques  as  well  means  that  the  small  NEDO 
statistics  group  has  to  cope  with  a  range  of  knowledge  of 
statistical  sources  and  methods  considerably  in  excess  of  that 
needed  by  other  public  bodies. 

’Fortunately’,  the  amount  of  actual  forecasting  undertaken  is 
relatively  limited  and  forward  assessments  are  generally  more 
qualitative  in  nature,  such  as  the  2S  year  forward  look  at  the 
information  technology  industry  (IT  Futures  -  Series  of  NEDO 
reports  1985-87).  An  exception  to  this  is  the  six  monthly  short 
run  forecasts  for  the  construction  industry  which  are  built 
up  a  mixture  of  formal  and  informal  methods  with  the 
component  sectors  of  housing,  commercial,  industrial  and 
repair  distinguished  between  the  public  and  private  sectors 
each  having  the  benefit  of  committees  involving  the  main 
suppliers,  purchasers  and  intermediaries  to  provide  informed 
insight. 

Diffusion  of  information 

The  role  of  the  statistician  does  not  end  with  the  collection 
and  analysis  of  information.  The  most  important  requirement 
for  successful  work  is  that  behaviour  within  the  economy 
changes  as  a  result  of  it.  Presentation  of  results  in  a  readily 
comprehensible  manner  is  an  obvious  requirement  and  to  this 
end  NEDO  has  put  considerable  investment  into  computer 
systems  enabling  the  production  of  high  quality  graphics  and 
text  using  both  micro  and  mini  computers  for  both  written 
publications  and  visual  presentations  in  public  and  within 
companies. 

However,  NEDO  has  also  placed  emphasis  on  the  direct 
access  by  firms  to  sources  of  information  and  to  increasing 
the  information  available  as  this  will  tend  to  increase  the 
dficiem^  with  which  mark^  can  operate.  While  Maker-User 
panels  and  the  Better  Made  in  Britain  exhibitions  have  been 
used  for  a  number  of  years  to  bring  UK  purchasers  and 
suppliers  into  direct  contact  there  have  b^n  two  recent 
initiatives.  The  first  was  to  set  up  a  Coporate  Vsnturing 
database  to  help  fill  a  gap  in  the  financing  and  development 
small  companies.  Larger  companies  can  register  to  receive 
information  about  small  companies  which  are  seekii^  partners 
to  help  develop  their  products  and  businesses,  while  retaining 
their  independence. 

A  second  initiative  stemming  from  the  work  of  the  Knitting 
Sector  Group  was  to  obtain  the  disclosure  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  import  consignees.  Although  importers  and 
exporters  have  to  provide  considerable  detail  about  each 
consignment  most  of  this  is  not  published  -  unlike  in  the 
United  States  where  the  PIERS  database  allows  ready  access 
to  this  valuable  market  information.  As  ftom  1  January  this 
year,  however,  the  situation  has  changed  and  the  names  and 
addresses  of  import  consignees  will  be  listed  by  detailed 
product  group  each  month. 

This  development  of  links  between  the  sources  of  official 
statistics,  the  Government  Statistical  Service  and  users  in  the 
private  sector  has  been  a  feature  of  the  NEDO  statistics  group’s 
activities.  Much  of  this  has  taken  place  through  the  Statistics 
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Users’  Council  on  which  the  three  partners  to  NEDC  are 
directly  represented.  Each  year  the  SUC  Conference  focuses 
on  a  particular  area  of  official  statistics,  last  year  it  was  trade 
statistics  and  a  few  years  ago  NEDO  organised  the  conference 
on  distribution  statistics.  The  GSS  sets  out  the  information 
available  and  the  aims  it  has  in  providing  the  statistics  while 
users  demonstrate  how  the  information  can  be  used.  As  a 
result  better  use  is  made  of  the  information  available,  a  mutual 
understaitding  between  official  providers  and  private  users 
is  increased  which  has  led  to  improved  services. 

This  gives  us  a  welcome  opportunity  to  record  our  thanks 
to  colleagues  throughout  the  GSS  who  have  not  only  enabled 
NEDO  to  undertake  valuable  special  analyses  of  the  UK’s 
economic  problems  and  opportunities  but  have  also  helped 
increase  the  use  and  quality  of  use  of  official  statistics  by  the 
private  sector.  It  is  notable  that  while  the  burden  form  filling 
on  business  may  be  resented  those  filling  in  the  forms. 


others  within  the  self-same  firm  derive  a  more  than 
compensating  benefit  both  directly  and  indirectly  from 
analyses  by  others  of  the  statistics  that  are  collect^. 

The  structure  of  the  NEDO  Statistics  Group 

The  team,  shown  in  the  photograph,  operate  as  a  single  unit 
with  their  support  staff  within  the  Economics  and  Statistics 
Division  of  NEDO.  Because  of  the  heavy  emphasis  on  the 
analysis  of  economic  problems  the  group  also  has 
responsibility  for  industrial  economics  and  during  the  last 
two  years  has  produced  papers  for  the  NEDC  on  public 
purchasing,  smdl  firms,  internationally  mobile  investment, 
the  impact  of  the  single  European  market  and  R&D  and 
international  competitiveness  in  addition  to  providing  a  major 
input  for  the  quarterly  sectoral  reports  and  other  reports  on 
productivity. 


TABLE  1  -  National  Economic  Development  Council:  Membership  March  1989 


The  Rt  Hon  Nigel  Lawson  MP, 

Sir  James  Ackers, 

The  Rt  Hon  Kenneth  Baker  MP, 

Mr  J  M  M  Banham, 

Mr  R  Bickerstaffe, 

Ms  B  Dean, 

Mr  J  Edmonds, 

Mr  W  A  Eltis, 

The  Rt  Hon  Norman  Fowler  MP 
Mr  E  A  Hammond  OBE, 

Sir  Trevor  Holdsworth, 

Mr  W  Jordan, 

The  Rt  Hon  Robin  Leigh-Pemberton, 

Sir  Raymond  Lygo, 

Mr  D  A  G  Monk, 

Sir  Bryan  Nicholson 
Mr  T  J  O’Connor, 

The  Rt  Hon  Cecil  I^kinson  MP, 

The  Rt  Hon  Nicholas  Ridley  MP, 

Sir  Thomas  Risk, 

Mr  R  Todd, 

Mrs  R  E  Waterhouse,  CBE 
Mr  N  Willis, 

Mr  B  G  Wolfeon, 

The  Rt  Hon  The  Lord  Young  of  Graffliam 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  -  Chairman 
President,  Association  of  British  Chambers  of  Commerce 
Secretary  of  State  for  Education  and  Science 
Director  General,  Confederation  of  British  Industry 
General  Secretary,  National  Union  of  Public  Employees 
General  Secretary,  Society  of  Graphical  and  Allied  Trades 
General  Secretary,  General,  Municipal  and  Boilermakers  and 
Allied  Trades  Union 

Director  General,  National  Economic  Development  Office 
Secretary  of  State  for  Employment 

General  Secretary,  Electrical,  Electronic,  Telecommunications 
and  Plumbing  Union 

President,  Confederation  of  British  Industry 

President,  Amalgamated  Engineering  Union 

Goverrtor,  Bank  of  England 

Chief  Executive,  British  Aerospace  pic 

Chairman  &  Chief  Executive,  The  Gatew^  Corporation  pic 

Chairman,  the  Post  Office 

Chairman  &  Managing  Director,  ELTA  Plastics  Ltd 

Secretary  of  State  for  Energy 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment 

Governor,  Bank  of  Scotland 

General  Secretary,  Transport  &  General  Workers  Union 
Chairman,  Consumers’  Association 
General  Secretary,  Trades  Union  Congress 
Chairman,  Wembley  Stadium  Ltd 
Secretary  of  State  for  Trade  and  Industry 


TABLE  2  •  List  of  NEDC  Sector  Group  Conunittees  and  Working  nurties 


Agriculture  SG 
Clothing  SG 

Construction  Industry  SG 

Cotton  &  Allied  Textiles  SG 

Electronic  Applications  SG 

Electronic  Components  &  Technology  SG 

Electronics  Industry  SG 

Engineering  Industry  SG 

Food  &  Drink  Manufacturing  SG 


Committee  on  Industry  &  Finance 
Innovation  WP 
Knitting  SG 
Maker/User  WP 
I^ckaging  WP 
Pharmaceuticals  SG 
Plastics  Processing  SG 
Specialised  Organics  SG 
Tourism  &  Leisure  Industries  SG 


This  is  the  nineteenth  in  a  series  of  articles  on  the  Junctions  of  the  Government  Statistical  Service. 
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The  allocation  of  recurrent  grant  to  institutions  on  the  University  Grants 
list 

Martyn  Hutchison,  Chief  Statistician  to  the  Polytechnics  and  Colleges  Funding 
Council,  formerly  Statistician  to  the  University  Grants  Committee 


1.  Before  1986/87  the  University  Grants  Committee  (UGC) 
allocated  recurrent  grant  to  universities  using  an  annual 
incremental  approach.  In  1986  it  introduced  a  formula-based 
funding  policy.  The  reasons  for  so  doing  are  not  discussed 
here  but  the  aims  of  the  new  funding  policy  were  threefold: 
the  methodology  should  be  ‘open*,  it  sh^d  be  understandable 
to  the  academic  world  and  it  should  be  selective.  The  amount 
that  the  Government  then  paid  to  keep  the  university  system 
nmning  had  been  decreasing  in  real  terms  year  year,  and 
all  the  signs  were  that  it  would  go  on  decreasing  (as  in  hict 
it  did).  It  was  no  longer  enough  both  to  provide  teaching  of 
good  quality  and  to  support  all  the  research  that  university 
departments  were  capable  of  doing.  If  the  number  of  students 
in  universities  had  been  reduced,  the  Goverrunent  grant  would 
have  been  correspondingly  reduced  -  though  if  the  number 
of  students  had  l^n  increased,  it  was  likely  that  the  grant 
would  not  have  been  increased.  So  the  pressure  fell  on  the 
research  side.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  UGC  corrunitted 
itself  to  a  funding  policy  which  is  selective  on  the  research 
side. 

2.  It  had  been  argued  that  selectivity  in  distributing  resources 
should  be  tqrplied  to  teaching  as  well  as  to  research.  Whatever 
the  arguments  might  be,  the  Committee  did  not  in  practice 
see  how  to  do  this.  Research  can  be  assessed  through  peer 
judgement  and  a  variety  of  performance  indicators,  but  there 
are  few  indicators  of  teaching  performance  that  would  enable 
a  systematic  external  assessment  of  teaching  quality  to  be 
made. 

3.  This  article  describes  the  resource  allocation  process  and 
discusses  some  of  the  consequetKes  that  have  resulted  affer 
three  years  of  its  qieration.  It  is  timely  for  this  article  to 
appear  now  because  the  UGC  was  superseded  by  the 
Universities  Funding  Council  (UFC)  in  April  1989.  This  body 
will  wish  to  review  the  resource  allocation  process  and 
consider  how  it  should  fond  institutions. 

The  Resource  AUocation  Process 

a.  Background  and  Student  Numbers 

4.  The  purpose  of  the  allocation  process  was,  and  still  is, 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  settle  the  grant  to  be  made 
available  to  each  university,  not  to  determine  how  the 
university  should  spend  it.  During  the  initial  stage  of  the 
process  in  1986  the  Committee  was  concerned  with  the 
calculation  of  a  number  of  separate  sums  of  money  related 
to  different  activities  and  produced  by  a  variety  of  formulae 
and  judgements.  The  outcome  was  a  block  grant,  as  in  the 
past,  and  responsibility  for  deciding  how  it  should  be  spent 
remained  with  institutions. 


S.  During  the  allocation  process  the  Corrunittee  intended: 

both  a.  to  consider  institutions  as  a  whole  and  to  take 
account  of  differences  in  their  character  and 
role; 

and  b.  to  consider  student  numbers  and  research, 
and  the  related  resources,  1^  academic  areas. 

6l  The  Committee  gave  special  attention  to  institutions  as  a 
whole  at  the  begitming  arid  end  of  the  allocation  process.  To 
enable  it  to  do  so  with  the  greatest  possible  thoroughness  and 
understanding  the  members  of  the  Committee  were  divided 
into  groups.  Each  group  was  allocated  a  number  of 
universities.  At  the  beginning  of  the  process  the  groups 
(known  as  territorial  groups)  studied  statements  about  the 
overall  objectives  and  priorities  from  the  universities  with 
which  they  were  particularly  concerned  and  offered  comments 
to  the  foil  Committee,  llie  Committee  then  considered 
whether  any  guidance  about  individual  institutions  should  be 
given  to  its  academic  subject  sub-committees  before  they 
began  the  tasks  which  are  described  below.  At  the  end  of  the 
allocation  process  the  Committee  again  looked  at  institutions 
as  a  whole,  with  the  help  of  the  territorial  groups,  before  it 
took  decisions  on  the  distribution  of  grant. 

7.  In  fulfilment  of  the  second  intention  mentioned  in  paragraph 
S  the  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  the  allocation  process 
fixed  global  totals  for  planned  numbers  of  home  and  EC 
students*  (ie  the  numbers  for  which  it  was  prepared  to  provide 
grant)  and  for  resources  and  decided  how  these  should  be 
divided  among  academic  subject  groups*  and  departmental 
cost  centres*.  The  next  step  was  to  decide  how  student 
numbers  and  resources  should  be  divided  among  institutions. 
On  this  the  Committee  was  advised  by  its  subject  sub¬ 
committees,  acting  in  the  light  of  guidance  provided  to  them. 
Each  sub-committee  considered  for  the  academic  subject 
groups  with  which  it  was  concerned  how  the  numbers  should 
be  divided  among  institutions.  Their  conclusions  were 
expressed  in  terms  of  three  categories  of  student,  namely 
undergraduates,  taught  postgraduates  and  research 
postgraduates. 

8.  The  target  year  on  which  the  grant  distribution  was  based 
was  1989/90  (the  planning  year).  Recurrent  grant  for  1986/87 
to  1988/89  was  to  be  obtaiiied  1^  linear  interpolation  between 
the  base  year  1985/86,  for  which  grant  had  been  armounced 
in  1985,  and  1989/90.  Thus  universities  would  be  able  to  plan 
over  a  four  year  period  in  a  relatively  stable  financial 
framework. 

9.  For  the  consideration  of  resources,  the  planning  numbers 
for  each  institution  in  each  academic  subject  group  had  to 
be  converted  to  a  distribution  of  planned  student  load*  among 


*These  and  other  terms  are  explained  in  the  glossary  (on  page  85.13)  which  needs  to  be  studied  for  a  full  understanding 
of  the  allocation  process. 
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the  37  departmental  cost  centres.  The  conversion  was  made 
by  the  Committee  Secretariat  on  the  basis  rtf'  universities’  own 
student  load  tables. 

b.  Resources 

K).  The  Committee  had  to  make  the  best  forecast  of  recurrent 
grant  that  it  could,  taking  acount  of  the  grant  that  the 
Government  made  available  for  1986/87  and  of  any  indications 
about  later  years  that  it  could  obtain  from  the  DES.  For  the 
purpose  of  the  allocation  process  the  resources  included 
estimated  fee  income  from  planned  numbers  of  home  and  EC 
students.  From  these  resources  the  Conunittee  deducted 
whatever  amount  it  considered  appropriate  for  those  items 
of  grant  that  were  allocated  on  a  different  basis  from  basic 
block  grant*.  It  also  deducted  a  reserve  for  contingencies  and 
new  policies  but  this  was  used  mainly  for  non-recurrent 
purposes. 

11.  The  sum  which  remained  afler  these  deductions  had  been 
made  may  for  convenience  be  referred  to  as  A  (approximately 
£1.5  billion).  The  three  major  components  for  A  from  which 
the  Committee  and  its  sub-committees  built  up  the  allocations 
to  institutions  are: 

resources  distributed  on  teaching-based  criteria  — 
described  as  T; 

resources  distributed  on  research-based  criteria  — 
described  as  R; 

resources  for  special  factors  —  described  as  S. 

12.  T  was  not  broken  down  any  further,  but  in  considering 
R  the  Committee  and  the  sub-committees  looked  at  four 
components,  SR,  DR,  CR  and  JR.  These  stand  for: 

SR:  Resources  distributed  on  criteria  related  to  staff  and 
research  student  numbers.  (This  is  the  ‘floor’ 
provision  for  reseach.) 

DR:  Resources  distributed  on  the  basis  of  income  from 
Research  Council  and  charitable  bodies. 

CR:  Resources  distributed  on  the  basis  of  contract 
research  income. 

JR:  Resources  selectively  distributed  on  judgement. 

13.  S  is  further  broken  down  into  NDS  and  DS. 

NDS:  allowances  for  non-departmental  special  factors. 

DS:  allowances  for  departmental  special  factors. 

These  special  factors  reflected  expensive  commitments  which 
the  institution  concerned  could  not  shed  or  which  the 
Conunittee  did  not  wish  it  to  shed  but  which  did  not  fit  easily 
into  those  parts  of  the  allocation  process  that  concern  teaching 
and  research.  In  many  cases  the  coimnitments  could  be 
associated  with  a  departmental  cost  centre  and  the  resources 
concerned  came  out  trf'  those  allocated  to  it.  Non-departmental 
special  factors  were  those  which  could  not  be  treated  in  this 
way. 


14.  All  the  components  of  A  described  in  paragraphs  11-13 
could  be  assigned  to  departmental  cost  centres  expect  NDS. 
Having  set  aside  a  sum  of  NDS,  the  Committee  decided  on 
the  distribution  between  cost  centres  of  the  sum  that  remained. 

It  did  this  on  the  basis  of  plaruied  student  load  (see  paragraph 
9)  and  a  unit  (rf  resource  for  each  cost  centre.  Units  resource 
were  in  the  first  instance  calculated  from  current  expenditure 
data  means  of  a  multiple  linear  regression  but  the  figures 
were  changed  because  the  Corrunittee  considered  the 
relationships  between  them  should  be  modified.  For  example, 
the  Committee  had  already  said  that  more  resources  should 
be  allocted  to  computer  science,  so  it  increased  the  unit  of 
resource  derived  ffom  1984/85  data. 

15.  The  resources  assigned  to  each  cost  centre  covered  T,  R 
and  DS.  It  was  for  the  relevant  sub-committee  to  consider 
the  division  between  these  three  components.  Once  DS  had 
been  settled  the  division  between  T  and  R  of  the  remaining 
resources  assigned  to  the  cost  centre  was  a  matter  for 
judgement  by  sub-committees.  They  took  account  of  whatever 
evidence  was  available,  including  the  results  of  the  enquiry 
into  the  use  of  academic  staff  time  made  by  the  Committee 
of  Vice-Chancellors  and  Principals  in  1969/70.  Typically  the 
division  was  2:1  for  T:R. 

16.  Once  a  total  figure  for  T  had  been  settled  by  a  sub- 
conunittee,  it  was  divided  among  institutions  in  proportion 
to  each  one’s  share  of  the  planned  student  load  for  the  cost 
centre.  Each  sub-committee  considered  whether  there  should 
be  different  weightings  of  student  load  for  undergraduates, 
taught  postgraduates  and  research  postgraduates.  The 
weighting  was  not  to  vary  between  institutions  within  a  cost 
centre.  In  the  event  most  sub-committees  decided  not  to  weight 
the  load. 

17.  The  four  components  of  R  are  best  dealt  with  in  the  order 
DR,  CR,  SR  and  JR. 

18.  The  Committee  decided  that  each  university’s  allowance 
for  DR  should  be  40  per  cent  of  its  income  from  Research 
Council  and  charitable  bodies.  Inclusion  of  this  component 
enabled  universities  to  obtain  a  greater  share  of  the  fix^  total 
of  grant  for  R  if  they  were  more  successful  than  the  average 
in  increasing  their  research  income.  Sub-committees  were 
allowed  to  reduce  the  weight  to  be  given  to  particular  kinds 
of  grant  within  a  cost  centre,  for  example  those  that  are  given 
mainly  for  very  costly  equipment. 

19.  As  to  CR,  the  Committee  decided  that  £10m  should  be 
distributed  among  institutions  in  proportion  to  their  contract 
research  income  from  industry  and  Government  departments. 

20.  Each  sub-committee  considered  how  the  balance  of  R  for 
the  cost  centre  should  be  divided  between  SR  and  JR.  Once 
that  had  been  decided  (and  most  sub-committees  opted  for 
50:50): 

a.  SR  was  divided  between  institutions  in  proportion  to 
the  share  of  weighted  student  load,  though  not  with  the 
same  weights  as  for  T.  (In  the  event,  the  most  common 
weights  were  1:2:4.)  Logically  a  weighted  combination 
d'  staff  numbers  and  research  student  numbers  should  have 


See  glossary  on  page  85.13. 
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been  used.  The  Conunittee  did  not  intend  to  plan  staff 
numbers  but  it  could  estimate  them  from  plann^  student 
numbers.  For  this  purpose  (and  this  purpose  only)  it  was 
right  to  take  overseas  students  into  account.  Putting  the 
two  steps  together  it  is  possible  to  distribute  SR  the 
process  described  in  the  first  sentence  without  ne^ing 
to  decide  explicitly  what  relationship  there  should  be 
between  staff  and  student  numbers.  The  load  for  overseas 
students  was  based  on  actual  numbers  at  December  1984 
and  was  not  affected  thereafter  by  any  changes  in  numbers 
which  occurred  during  the  planning  period; 

b.  the  distribution  of  JR  was  considered  by  sub-committees 
in  the  light  their  assessment  of  universities’  research 
which  were  requested  by  the  UGC.  In  doing  this  they  took 
account  of  advice  sought  from  the  Research  Councils  and 
other  bodies.  JR  was  eventually  distributed  to  institutions 
in  proportion  to  their  share  of  SR  multiplied  the  score 
of  their  research  assessment.  These  scores  were  according 
to  the  scale  that  sub-committees  wished  to  use  eg  1-S,  04, 
14,  etc.  Note  that  a  score  of  zero  resulted  in  no  allowaiKe 
for  JR  being  given. 

c.  DeterminathMi  of  distribution  of  grant. 

21.  The  final  stage  of  this  allocation  process  began  with  the 
aggregation  for  each  institution  of  the  resources  arrived  at 
by  the  means  described  above  for  each  cost  centre,  with  an 
addition,  where  appropriate,  for  NDS.  The  results  were  then 
considered  by  the  territorial  groups  of  members  referred  to 
in  paragraf^  d  In  the  event  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  results 
were  amended  (either  upwards  or  downwards)  allowing 
for  institutional  characteristics  which  were  not  adequately 
reflected  in  the  process. 

22.  When  the  Committee  had  determined  the  distribution  of 
resources  for  1989/90  in  the  way  described  above  the  estimated 
fee  income  in  respect  of  the  planned  numbers  of  home  and 
EC  students  was  deducted.  The  basic  block  grant  for  1986/87 
and  provisional  grant  for  the  two  following  years  were 
determined  by  interpolation  on  the  basis  of  information  from 
the  DES  about  the  total  recurrent  grant  planned  for  those 
years. 

23.  The  grant  for  1986/87  was  determined  1^  adding  those 
items  whose  distribution  was  determined  on  different  criteria. 
This  applied  in  particular  to  continuing  education  and  to  the 
resources  associated  with  the  Engineering  and  Technology 
Programme.  The  Committee  recognised  the  practical 
problems  which  would  have  been  created  for  any  university 
which  had  received  a  grant  markedly  lower  in  real  terms  than 
its  allocation  in  1985/86.  For  this  reason  it  gave  an  undertaking 
that  for  1986/87  no  institution  would  receive  treatment  more 
than  l.S  per  cent  worse  than  the  average  treatment  for  all 
institutions.  The  Committee  held  discussions  with  institutions 
for  which  this  figure  was  reached  about  how  they  might  adapt 
themselves  to  the  lower  level  of  funding  it  envisaged  for 
1989/90.  The  cost  was  borne  by  those  institutions  who  would 
have  received  an  increase  of  more  than  one  per  cent  above 
the  average.  In  the  event  a  similar  safety  net  was  af^lied  when 
grant  for  1987/88  was  announced. 


24.  The  actual  distribution  for  later  years  (as  opposed  to  the 
provisional  distribution  announced  in  1986)  depended  on  the 
resources  that  were  finally  made  available  by  the  Government; 
DR  and  CR  were  re-calculated  annually  as  research  income 
to  institutions  was  reported  to  the  UGC.  Otherwise  the 
Committee  intended  that  there  should  be  a  minimum  of  change 
during  the  planning  period.  This  meant  in  particular  that 
universities’  research  plans  would  not  be  reviewed  by  the 
Committee  until  1989. 

25.  The  formulaic  part  of  the  process  described  above  is 
widely  referred  to  as  the  resource  allocation  model.  This  term 
is  a  misnomer;  it  is  really  an  algorithm  for  dividing  up  the 
resources  made  available  by  the  Government  in  order  that 
basic  block  grant  for  each  institution  can  be  calculated.  To 
have  tried  to  model  the  resource  requirements  (tf  the  university 
system  in  1986  would  have  taken  more  time  and  staff  resources 
than  were  available.  The  algorithm  is  managed  by  the 
Statistician  who  played  a  significant  part  in  its  construction 
and  subsequent  develt^ment.  It  is  written  in  LOTUS  123  and 
its  store  size  including  supporting  data  is  two  megabytes. 

26.  The  elements  in  the  resource  allocation  process  for 
1989/90  currently  account  for  the  following  split  of  Great 
Britain  resources  for  universitites: 


T 

60% 

DR 

7% 

CR 

1% 

SR 

14% 

JR 

13% 

Special  Factors 

5% 

Consequences  df  the  Introduction  of  Formula  Funding 

a.  Reactions  to  the  Recurrent  Grant  Allocations  for 

i9S6IW7 

27.  The  recurrent  grant  allocation  that  was  notified  to 
universities  in  1986  was  accepted  the  majority  in  the  sense 
that  the  ordering  between  institutions  of  both  the  amounts 
and  the  percentage  changes  from  1985/86  grant  were 
understan^ble  and  justifiable.  The  most  resented  part  of  the 
process  was  the  research  assessment  exercise,  llie  author 
knows  of  only  one  academic  who  complained  that  his 
assessment  was  over-rated. 

b.  Major  Misunderstandings 

28.  DR  has  proved  to  be  the  most  misunderstood  element  of 
the  process  and  has  generated  the  most  correspondence. 
Although  improved  annual  research  income  (paragraph  24) 
from  either  charities  or  Research  Councils  attracts  40  per  cent 
of  that  income  to  be  incorporated  into  grant,  the  change  in 
basic  block  grant  for  an  institution  from  one  year  to  the  next 
will  only  rise  if  the  percentage  increase  of  that  income  is 
greater  foan  that  for  the  Great  Britain  average.  This  concept 
is  now  more  widely  understood.  Several  charities  have 
informed  the  UGC  that  although  they  included  an  element 
for  overheads  in  their  grants  to  universities  prior  to  1986,  they 
would  not  do  so  in  future  because  DR  provided  for  these 
overheads  but  this  reflects  a  misunderstanding  of  the 
significance  of  DR.  Some  universities  have  argued  that  DR 
should  be  applied  to  income  that  has  been  received  by  research 
units  which  are  not  part  of  the  institution  in  the  usual  financial 
sense.  The  UGC  has  rejected  this  argument. 
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c.  Subsequent  Amendments  to  the  Process 

29.  Additionally,  DR  has  robbed  JR  in  two  of  the  three  years 
in  which  the  resource  allocation  results  have  been  updated  since 
1986.  When  the  amount  of  grant  made  available  from  the 
Government  for  universities  in  the  planning  year,  1989/90,  did 
not  increase,  or  increased  by  less  than  an  amount  by  which  DR 
increased,  the  increase  in  DR  was  funded  1^  a  decrease  in  both 
JR  and  SR.  To  some  extent  DR  is  also  a  measure  of  research 
selectivity  but  the  Committee  did  not  intend  the  effect  of  JR  to 
be  decreased.  The  UGC  considered  reducing  the  40  per  cent 
factor  of  DR  in  1989  so  that  the  DR  total  in  1989  equalled  that 
in  1988.  This  was  adopted  and  the  factor  fell  to  38  per  cent. 

d.  The  Dominance  of  Student  Load 

30.  Of  all  the  parameters  in  the  resource  allocation  process 
student  load  is  the  most  important.  It  is  the  dominant  fector  in 
T  and  SR  and  is  most  prominent  in  JR.  Some  institutions 
received  1989/90  plaiming  numbers  which  gave  rise  to  student 
load  which  was  greater  or  less  than  that  which  was  used  to  fond 
their  1985/86  grant.  This  put  them  on  financial  up  or  down 
escalators.  The  Committee  was  reluctant  to  make  other  than 
minor  adjustments  to  load.  So  unless  they  could  reduce  their 
expenditure  or  out-perform  the  rest  of  the  system  in  obtaining 
research  income,  those  institutions  on  the  down  escalator  would 
inevitably  reach  institutional  insolvency  sooner  or  later.  However 
the  Secretary  of  State  would  seem  unlikely  to  allow  any  institution 
to  close.  Now  this  poses  a  problem.  If  an  institution  is 
approaching  insolvency,  the  only  means  to  prevent  it  from 
becoming  insolvent  is  to  provide  it  with  funds  outside  the  resource 
allocation  process.  To  do  so  could  mean  that  less  money  is 
available  for  use  in  the  process  and  therefore  to  other  institutions. 
Thus  bad  management  could  be  rewarded  at  the  expense  of  well 
managed  universities. 

e.  More  Recurrent  Grant  Outside  the  Allocation 

Process 

31.  The  best  year  for  the  resource  allocation  process  was  when 
it  was  introduced.  Since  then  more  and  more  grant  has  been  put 
to  use  outside  the  process  for  reasons  other  than  that  in  paragraph 
30.  For  example  recurrent  grant  has  been  put  to  one  side  for  re¬ 
structuring  purposes,  both  physical  and  ac^emic.  The  latter  has 
involved  subject  reviews  the  results  of  which  have  been  to  close 
some  university  departments  and  strengthen  others.  All  this  takes 
money  to  accomplish.  Despite  this,  however,  basic  block  grant 
is  still  the  largest  element  of  recurrent  grant  for  universities. 

f.  Future  Funding  Possibilities 

32.  When  this  article  is  published  the  UFC  will  be  considering, 
or  will  have  considered,  the  w^  in  which  it  wants  to  fond 
universities.  This  could  mean  that  the  UGC’s  resource  allocation 
process  remains  unaltered,  at  least  for  an  initial  period,  or  it  could 
be  amended  in  some  way  in  order  to  accommodate  certain  current 
issues  or  it  could  be  replaced  1^  a  new  funding  mechanism.  An 
example  of  an  issue  which  might  be  introduced  is  the 


encouragement  of  institutions  to  fond  the  teaching  of  some 
courses  by  means  of  attracting  income  from  business  or 
industry  in  order  to  pay  for  at  least  some  of  the  course  costs. 
An  incentive  could  be  built  into  the  T  part  (rf'  the  process 
one  means  or  another.  Were  such  a  fector  to  be  included,  it 
would  introduce  a  form  of  selectivity  into  the  teaching  part 
of  the  fending  process  although  not  in  the  sense  referred  to 
in  paragraph  2. 

33.  This  article  has  been  a  relatively  simple  exposition  of  a 
complex  fending  process.  (Undergraduate  and  postgraduate 
medical  schools  have  not  been  mentioned  and  th^  are  treated 
in  special  ways  in  the  process.)  It  serves  to  illustrate  the 
contribution  that  statisticians  can  make  in  the  important  area 
of  resource  allocation  and/or  management  within  the  public 
service. 

Glossary  of  Terms 

Academic  Subject  Group:  The  Committee  used  20  groups 
of  academic  subjects  when  it  considered  the  distribution  of 
student  numbers. 

Bask  Block  Grant:  Basic  block  grant  means  the  recurrent 
grant  whose  distribution  is  to  be  determined  the  process 
described  in  this  article.  It  therefore  excludes  provision  for 
(for  example)  local  authority  rates,  capital-in-recurrent, 
continuing  education  and  the  Engineering  and  Technology 
Programme,  and  any  other  amount  which  the  Committee 
decided  to  withhold  for  contingerKies  and  new  policies. 

Departmental  Cost  Centres:  The  Committee  adopted  37 
departmental  groups,  referred  to  as  cost  centres,  for  the 
purposes  of  finance  and  staff  statistical  returns.  Every 
university  department  is  allocated  by  the  university,  in 
consultation  with  the  UGC,  to  one  or  occasionally  more  than 
one  of  these  cost  centres. 

Plaiuiing/Planned  Numbers:  The  foll-time  equivalent  (FTE) 
of  foll-time  and  sandwich  and  part-time  home  and  EC  degree 
and  diploma  students  that  the  Committee  took  into  account 
in  calculating  the  distribution  of  resources  (grant  plus  home 
student  fee  income)  and  hence  of  grant  for  1989/90. 

Student  Load:  A  measure  of  the  load  placed  on  a 
departmental  cost  centre  or  departmental  subject  group 
the  numbers  of  students  (foll-time  and  part-time)  from  one 
or  more  academic  subject  groups.  Student  load  is  always 
measured  in  terms  of  FTE.  The  load  arising  from  the  student 
numbers  in  any  particular  academic  subject  group  may  be 
split  between  more  than  one  cost  centre  or  subject  group. 

Student  Numbers:  The  numbers  of  students  reading  the 
subjects  within  each  academic  subject  group.  Student  numbers 
m^  cover  both  foil-time  and  part-time  students  and  mty  be 
expressed  as  numbers  or  as  IH'Es  according  to  the  context 
in  which  the  figures  are  being  used. 


This  is  the  twentieth  in  a  series  of  articles  on  the  Junctions  of  the  Government  Statistical  Service. 
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New  Surveys  notified  to  the  Survey  Control  Unit  December  1988  to  February  1989 


For  further  information  the  surv^  listed,  the  apprc^riate  departmental  contact  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  J  DineHart  (01-270 
S%3),  Surv^  Control  Unit,  Central  Statistic^  Office,  Great  George  Street,  London  SWIP  3AQ. 


New  Surveys  notified  December  1988  to  February  1989 


me 

Department 

Those  approached 

Approximate 

number 

approached 

Location 

Frequency 

BosiBcas  and 

New  Devdopments  ia  Employee  Involvement 

Local  AntborRy  Surveys 

DEM  En^rioyers 

35 

GB 

AH 

Chuiges  Induced  by  the  Eme^se  Culture:  A  Case  Study  of  the 

DEM 

Empkiytn 

600 

N 

AH 

CottMy  of  Cleveland 

Tniaifif  Emerprise  Councils  (TEC)  Awareness  Research 

DEM  COI 

Heads  of  Medium  Large 

800 

GB 

AH 

Renewable  Energy  Awareness 

DEN  COI 

Companies 

Large  Businesses 

500 

GB 

AH 

Educatiaa  Sector  Research 

DEN  COI 

Erkication 

350 

UK 

AH 

School  Admisskm  Appeals 

DES 

Education  Authorities 

105 

EW 

A 

Survey  of  School  Indiktry  Links 

DES 

Head  Teachers 

1000 

GB 

AH 

General  Medical  Practitioners*  Worldoad  Survey  1989-90 

DH  NGOV 

Doemrs 

4000 

GB 

AH 

(jeneral  Medical  Practhiooers  Computing  Survey 

DH 

Doemrs 

2500 

EW 

AH 

Eitipty  Local  Authority  Dwellings  &rvey 

DOE 

Housing  Authorities 

366 

E 

AH 

Evaluation  of  Housing  Action  Tnists 

DOE 

Housii^  Authorities 

1000 

N/K 

AH 

Evahiatioo  of  Housing  Management  Performance  in  Co-Operatives 

DOE 

Housii^  Authorities 

250 

N/K 

AH 

Special  Housing  Needs  and  Conununity  Care 

DOE 

Housing  Authorities 

1000 

N/K 

AH 

Coaverskm  of  Houses  into  Flats  in  London 

DOE 

Housii^  Authorities 

1000 

SE 

AH 

Monitoring  Housing  Management  Performance  under  the  New  Financial 

DOE 

Housing  Authorities 

2000 

N/K 

AH 

1  R^ime  for  Local  Authorities 

1  Moimoring  Housing  Association  Managemnit  Performance  under  the 

DOE 

Housir^  Associations 

2000 

N/K 

AH 

1  New  Regime  for  HAS 

Sales  of  Former  Council  Houses 

DOE 

Housing  Authorities 

1200 

N/K 

AH 

Tree  Preservatiaa  Orders:  An  Infocination  Base  (Seminais) 

DOE 

County  &  District  Councils 

60 

E 

AH 

Study  of  New  Materiab  and  Manufacturing  Methods 

D'n 

Engineering  Sectors 

1200 

UK 

AH 

European  market  for  Railway  Components 

DTI 

Railway  Sectors 

168 

GB 

AH 

*Bri<^*  Campaign  Evaluation 

DTI  COI 

Enqrloyers 

800 

GB 

AH 

Enterprise  Initiative  Comparison  Quditadve  Research  Feb/March  1989 

DTI  COI 

70 

GB 

AH 

Export  Initiative  Quantitative  Research 

DTI  cxn 

Exporters 

1000 

GB 

AH 

Study  of  Company  Travel  Assistance  in  London  -  Questionnaire 

DTP 

Employers 

2600 

SE 

AH 

1  Survey  of  Employees 

1  Study  of  Company  Travel  Assistance  in  London  -  Group  Discussions 

DTP 

Em|rfoyers 

N/K 

SE 

AH 

1  with  Employees 

Hours  of  Work  Survey:  Survey  of  Employers 

E(X:  HOME 

Employers 

25 

GB 

AH 

SEPACS  -  Priority  Suppliers  Directory  Research 

ES  CX>I 

Service 

150 

GB 

AH 

Craftpoint  Impact  Asseument 

IDS  SDA 

Manufacturers 

100 

S 

AH 

Woodlands.  Farm  Decision  Making  and  Enterprise  Choice 

MAFF 

Farms 

150 

SE 

AH 

Poll  of  Oilseed  Producers 

MAFF 

Farms 

13000 

UK 

AH 

Careen  Advisen*  and  Careen  Teadien*  Attitudes  to  Army  Information 

MOD 

Education  Authority 

28 

EW 

AH 

Europe:  Opportunities  A  Threats  from  the  Completion  of  the  Imemal  Market 

NEDO 

Industry  Sector  Groups 

3500 

GB 

AH 

Research  into  Electronics  Sector:  Plastic  Injection  Mouldings,  Sheet  Metal 

SDD 

Maiwfacturers 

40 

S 

AH 

1  work  and  Turned  parts 

1  Research  into  Injectioo  Moulding  Industry  •  The  Market  for  a  Scottish  Based 

SDD 

Manufacturers 

70 

GB 

AH 

1  Training  Facility 

Survey  of  Local  Authority  Housing  Waiting  List  Procedures 

SDD 

District  aiKl  Islands  Councils 

62 

S 

AH 

Joint  Consultative  Group  on  Social  Work  Services 

SED 

12 

S 

A 

Survey  of  Major  Energy  Using  Organisations  in  Scotland 

SO  IDS 

300 

s 

AH 

Demography  -  Fbllow-Up  Survey  of  Employen 

TA  NEDO 

Employers 

5040 

GB 

AH 

Innovation  within  Training  (Part  of  Business  Growth  (Tluough  Training) 

TA 

Manufacturers 

72 

E 

AH 

National  Training  Awards  •  Awareness  Check 

TA  CX)I 

Employers 

850 

UK 

AH 

Information  Branch  Publicatiofts 

TACOI 

Readers 

530 

UK 

AH 

Survey  of  the  Training  Needs  of  Trainers 

TA 

Trainers 

5000 

GB 

AH 

A  Qualitative  Study  of  Referral  Process  lo  Trainii^  Agents 

TA 

Trainif^  Agents 

N/K 

GB 

AH 

Qualitative  Study  oi  Employers  Participatii^  in  Employment  Training 

TA 

Employers 

40 

GB 

AH 

Empfoyment  Traimng  Market 

TA  COI 

Employers 

400 

AH 

Evaluation  of  Private  Enterprise  Programme 

TA 

Employers 

5000 

GB 

AH 

Skills  for  the  Future  Ke^rii^ 

TA 

Emjrfoyers 

890 

EM 

AH 

National  Traimng  Awards  Annua)  Report  Research 

TA<X)I 

Employers 

300 

GB 

AH 

Business  Growth  Training:  Managing  Business  Change  Programme  Case  Studies 

TA 

Employers 

250 

GB 

AH 

1  and  Reference  Group  Survey  89-91 

1  Evaluttion  of  Managing  Business  Change  (MBC)  Lead  Projects 

TA 

Employers 

170 

GB 

AH 

1  Survey  of  Businesses  Participating  in  ‘Planning  your  Business  Success' 

TA 

Employers 

300 

GB 

AH 

1  Option  of  Business  Growth  Training 

Evaluatiou  of  the  Department  of  Transport's  Local  Publicity  Policy  (LAS) 

TRRL 

Police  Forces 

140 

UK 

AH 

Secondary  School  St^ng  Survey  IW 

WO 

Secondary  School  Teachers 

14500 

w 

AH 

Health  Promotion  in  the  Workplace 

WO  HPAW 

Employers 

250 

w 

Y3 

Review  of  Mid  Wales  DevelopmeM  Business  Support 

WO  DBRW 

Manufacturers 

70 

w 

AH 

Summary  of  New  Athniss^le  Costs  for  Housing  Subsidy 

WO 

District  Councils 

37 

w 

A 

1  Household  and  Individual  Surveys 

1  Recniitnient  Publicity  Research  CAE  COl  Students 

73 

E 

AH 

1  Domestic  Energy  Efficiency  -  Publications  Check 

DEN  COI 

Adults 

74 

E 

AH 

1  Domestic  Target  Market  Study 

DEN  COI 

Adults 

1500 

GB 

AH 

1  Attitude  Study:  British  Coal  notices 

DEN 

Adults 

1000 

GB 

AH 

I  A  Surv^  of  People  who  Completed  Design  Courses  in  England  and  Wales 

DES 

Graduates 

3000 

EW 

AH 

■  in  1986 

L 

Department  Those  approached 


Approximale 

number 

approached 


Location  Frequency 


Hoimbold  nad  MHrkM  Sontyt  (coniirmed) 


Parent  Awareness  Study 

Attitudes  of  Final* Year  Under-Graduates  to  a  Career  in  Teaching 
Student  Income  and  Expenditure  Survey  (1989) 

Misuse  of  Drugs  1988/89:  Creative  Devdopmcnt  Stage  3 
NHS  Financial  Management  Training  Scheme  Research 
Drugs  1988/89  Campaign  Eviduation  Stage  7 
Drugs  1988/89  Campaign:  Qualitative  Evaluation 
Postal  Service  Monitoring  (Income  Bond  Holders) 

Natkxial  Savings  Capital  Bond  ‘Glasgow*  TV  AD  Survey 
Capital  Bond  TV  Advertisment  ‘IlluniinatkMis*  Survey 
Business  Efficiency  Review  •  Outgoing  Mail 
Sandwell  MBC  Residents  -Proposed  Housing  Action  Trust  Area 
Leeds  Proposed  Housing  Action  Trust  Consultancy 
Sunderland  Housing  Action  Trust  Study 

Tenants'  Choice  •  Prc  and  Post  Advertising  Check  (March  &  April  1989) 
Unleaded  Petrol  Publicity  Planning 
Evaluation  of  National  Garden  Festivals:  Residents  Survey 
Family  Credit  •  Strategic  Research 
Invalid  Care  Allowance  Research 
British  Steel  Advertisement:  (Qualitative  Study 
Exposure  to  Risks  of  Consumer  Products  •  K^n  Stage 
Study  of  Company  Travel  Assistance  in  London  •  PuMic  Transport 
Passenger  Survey 

Study  of  (Company  Travel  Assistance  in  LoiKlon  -  Roadside  Survey 
Tactile  Pavement  Surfaces 

A30  Okehampton-Launceston.  Origin  and  Destination  Survey 
EAS  Postal  Survey:  (Quality  &  Impact  of  Monitoring 
Ethnic  Origin  Interview  Survey  (J^  Centre  Users) 

Evaluatioo  of  Pilot  Enterprise  Cubs 

Evaluation  of  Pilot  Enterprise  Refocussed  Awareness  Days  (RAD)  A  Business 
Plans  (BP) 

Home  Audit  of  Smoke  Alarm  Ownership  March  and  September  1988 

Male  Intimidation  of  Women 

Smoke  Alarms  1989  Can^gn  Monitoring  R<psearch 

International  Vicdmizatioo  Telephone  Survey 

Benefits  of  Coast  Protection  A  Sea  Defence:  Hastings  Coastal  Survey 

Benefits  of  Coast  Protection  &  Sea  Defence:  Peacehaven  Giff-Top  Survey 

Benefits  of  Coast  Protection  A  Sea  E>efence:  Coastal  Recreation  Survey 

WRAF  Concept  Testing  (Qualitative 

NELC  (Qualitative  Advertising  Campaign  Evaluation 

Territori^  Army  Admtising  Monitor 

One  Army:  Pre  A  Post  Evaluation  of  Awareness  and  Attitudes 

Victims  of  Crime:  International  Telephone  Survey 

NHS  Consumer  Surveys  in  Scotland 

Construction  Industry  Training  Board  -  YTS  Early  Leaver  Survey 
Study  of  Women  R^men  in  North  Hertfordshire 
Follow  Up  to  Work  Experience  Programmes:  Psychology  Undergraduates 
Interview  Survey  of  Ex-Residential  Training  Centre  Trainees 
Information  Ne^  of  Women  in  Connection  with  the  Trainii^  Access  Poim 
(TAP)  Initittive 

Evaluation  of  the  Department  of  Transport's  Local  Publicity  Policy  (IND) 

Wider  SInre  Ownership 

‘Look  After  Yourself  Questioonaire 

Smoking  Education  Evaluatioa  (Youth  Health  Survey  1988) 

Cardiff  Bay  Development  Corporation  New  Housing  Survey  1988/89 


DTP 

DTPTRRL 

DTP 


HOMECOI 

HOMECOI 

HOMECXM 

HOME 

MAFF 

NGOV  MAFF 

MAFF 

MODCOI 

MODCXH 

MOD  COI 

MODCOI 

SHHD 

SO 

TA  ITB 


TRRL 
TSYOPCS 
WO  HPAW 
WO  HPAW 
WOCBDC 


Adults 

Adults 

Children 

Owner  Occupiers 


England 

East  Midlands 

England  and  Wales 

Great  Britain 

North 

Scotland 

South  East 

South  West 

United  Kingdom 

Wales 


LIST  OF  ABBREVIATIONS 

Departments 

CAE  Customs  A  Excise 

COI  Centra!  Office  of  Information 

CBDC  Cardiff  Bay  Development  Q>rporation 

DBRW  Development  Board  for  Rural  Wales 

DEM  Department  of  Employment 

DEN  Department  of  Energy 

DES  Department  ^  Education  and  Science 

DH  Department  of  Health 

DNS  Department  fen^  National  Sovuigs 

DOE  Departmera  of  the  Environment 

DSS  Department  of  Social  Security 

DTI  Department  of  Trade  and  bubtstry 

DTP  Department  of  Transport 

EOC  Equal  Opportunities  Commission 

ES  Employment  Service 

HPAW  Health  Promotion  Authority  for  Wales 

HOME  Home  Office 


Industry  Department  for  Scotland 

Industry  Thdnmg  Board 

Ministry  of  Agrtadsure,  Fisheries  and  Food 

Ministry  of  Defence 

NatiorutI  Economic  Development  Office 

Non  Government 

Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys 
Scottish  Development  Agtncy 
Scottidt  Development  Departmem 
Scottish  Education  Department 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
Scottish  Office 
Training  Agency 

Transport  and  Road  Research  Laboratory 
Treasury 

Welsh  Development  Agency 
Welsh  Office 


EAS  Eitterprise  Allowartce  Scheme 

NELC  NatiorutI  Employers  Liaison  Committee 

NK  Not  Known 

SEPACS  Sheltered  Employment  Procurement  and 

Cotuultancy  ^rvices 
YTS  Youth  Training  Scheme 


Annual 
Ad  hoc 
Every  S  Years 
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Recently  available  statistical  series  and  publications 


The  following  publications  containing  social  statistics  have 
recently,  or  will  soon  beccnne  available  during  the  April  to 
June  quarter  (rf  1989.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  copies  can 
be  purchased  from  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office.  A  list 
(rf'  release  dates  of  economic  series  is  published  monthly  in 
Economic  Thends. 

Department  of  Social  Security 

The  Department  of  Social  Sectirity  produces  r^^ilar  monthly 
and  quarterly  statistical  series  on  sik^  topics  as  unemployment 
ben^t,  child  benefit  and  sickness  and  invalidity  benefits. 
Extracts  and  summaries  for  these  series  are  published  in 
Social  Security  Statistics.  Further  information  can  be  obtained 
from; 

Mr  W  J  Graham 
Department  of  Social  Security 
Room  31M 

Newcastle  upon  lyne  NE98  lYX 
Telephone:  lyneside  (091)  Z797373  (GTN  2622) 

Department  of  Health 

Jax/Benefit  Model  Tables,  April  1988,  price  £3.30, 
available  from; 

Mr  R  Pike 

Department  (rf'  Social  Security 
Room  AS26 

Alexander  Fleming  House 
Elephant  and  Castle 
London  SEl  6BY 

The  following  statistical  series  and  publications  are  available: 
Bulletin  2/1/89  Statistics  cf  Elective  Admissions  and 
Patients  Writing  Six  Months  Ending 
30  September  1988 
Published  March  1989  Price  £2.00 

Bulletin  4/2/89  Prescriptions  Dispensed  by  Pharmacy 
and  Applicance  Contractors 
England  1977-1987 
Published  Match  1989  Price  £2.00 

Statistical  BuU^ins  r^rred  to  above  may  be  purchased  from: 
DH  Information  Division 
POBox21 
Canons  Rule 
Government  Buildings 
Honeypot  Lane 
Stanmore 

Middlesex  HA7  lAY 
Telqrhone:  01-952  23U 


Scottish  Education  Department 

Scottish  Education  Department  Statistical  Bulletins  on  the 

following  subjects: 

Placing  Requests  in  Education  Authority  Schools 
First  Destination  Statistics  Graduates  and  Diplomates  from 
Non-University  Higher  Education  Courses: 

1980/81  to  1986/87 
University  Studerus 

The  Social  Work  Services  Group  of  the  Scottish  Education 
Department  has  published  the  following  bulletins; 

Staff  of  Social  Wrrk  Departments  1987 
Residential  Accommodation  1987 
Children  in  Care  or  Under  Supervision  as  at  31  March  1987 
Home  Care  Services,  Day  Care  Establishments  and  Day 
Services  1987 

Community  Service  by  Offenders  1986 
Referrals  cf  Children  to  Reporters  and  Children ’s 
Hearings  1987 

Copies  of  the  above  bulletins  may  be  purchased  (price  £1  net) 
from; 

The  Library 

Official  Publications  Sales 
Scottish  Office 
Room  2/6S 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 

Tblephone:  031-244  4806  (GTN  2688) 

Industry  Department  for  Scotland 
The  following  Research  Rqrer  has  been  published  (price  £5): 
ODA  Dispersal  to  East  Kilbride:  An  Evaluation  ly  B  K 
Ashcrc^,  D  Holden,  J  Smith  and  K  Swales,  Department  of 
Economics,  University  of  Strathclyde  (Research  P^r  No.l4). 

Copies  of  Research  Ripers  may  be  obtained  from; 

Scottish  Office  Library 
Official  Publications  ^es 
Room  2/66A 
New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3TA 

Telephone:  031-244  4806  (GTN  7031  etc.) 

Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys 
Population  Hrends  56  Summer  (HMSO  1989)  (price  £6iS0 
net.) 

-  OPCS  Monitors  - 

(available  from  OPCS  Information  Branch,  St  Catherines 
House,  K)  Kingsway,  London  WC2B  6JP.  Telephone  enquiries 
01-242  0262  ext.  2243) 

Pojndation  projects:  mid  1987-based  Key  features  of  principal 
projections  for  England  and  Wdes.  (PP2  89/1)  (price  O) 
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-  Reference  volumes  - 

Longitudinal  Study.  Wjmen’s  migration:  marriage,  fertility 
and  divorce  1971-1981  (LS  No.  4) 

Key  population  and  vital  statistics  1987.  Local  and  health 
authority  areas  England  and  Wdes  (VS  No.  14,  PPl  No.  H)) 

Welsh  Office 

Health  and  Personal  Social  Services  Statistics  for  Wiles 
No.  15  1988 

Key  Statistical  Indicators  for  NHS  Managemetu  in  Wales 
No.  71988 

Mental  Health  Statistics  for  Wiles  No.  8  1988 
Statistics  of  Education  in  Wiles;  Furdier  and  Higher  Education 
No.  2  1988 

The  above  publications  are  available  from: 

Publications  Unit 

Economic  and  Statistical  Services  Division 
Welsh  Office 
Cathays  I^k 
Cardiff  CFl  3NQ 

Telephone:  0222-82  5054  (GTN  2408) 

Department  of  the  Environment 
Housing  and  Construction  Statistics,  Great  Britain,  1977-1987. 
Housing  and  Construction  Statistics,  Parts  1  and  2  No.  35 
September  Quarter  1988 

Local  Housing  Statistics,  England  and  Wiles,  No.  87 
October  1988  -  figures  for  1988  first  and  second  quarters. 
Local  Government  Firumcial  Statistics  EngUmd  1986/1987. 
Housing  Trailers  to  the  1981  and  1984  Labour  Farce  Surveys. 
UK  Blood  Lead  Monitoring  Programme  1984-7:  Results 
for  1986  (Pollution  reports,  No.  26). 

The  above  publications  are  available  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Stationery  Office. 

Statistical  Bulletin  (89)  1  :  Air  Quality 
Statistical  Bulletin  (89)  2  :  Witer  Quality 
Statistical  Bulletin  (89)  3  -.Radioactivity 
Statistical  Bulletin  (89)  4  -.Noise,  Waste,  Landscape 
and  Nature  Conservation,  and  Supplementary 

The  above  armual  bulletins  provide  additional  detailed  tables 
for  most  of  the  Chapter  topics  in  the  Department’s  Digest 
of  Environmental  Protection  and  Vfeter  Statistics  published 
recently  by  HMSO. 

Land  Use  Change  in  England,  Statistical  BuUetin  (88)5  figures 
for  1987 

/955  Based  Estirruites  of  Numbers  of  Households  in  England, 
the  Regions,  Counties,  Metropolitan  Districts  and  London 
Boroughs  1985-2001 

Housebuilding  in  England  by  Local  Authority  Areas  1980-1987 

The  above  publications  are  available  from: 

Department  of  the  Enviromnent 
Publication  Sales  Unit 
Victoria  Road 
Ruislip 

Middlesex  HA4  ONZ 
Iblephone:  01-841  3425 


The  following  information  is  issued  in  press  notices  or 
bulletins  on  a  regular  basis: 

Monthly:  Housebuilding,  construction  new  orders, 

building  new  orders,  building  materials  and 
components,  bride  production,  and  new 
orders  by  type  of  work. 

Quarterly:  Construction  output  and  employment, 
planning  applications  and  decisions, 
renovations  and  homeless  households. 
Annually:  Slum  clearance. 

Further  information  is  available  horn: 

Department  of  the  Environment 
LGS,  Room  Pl/OOl 
2  Marsham  Street 
London  SWIP  3EB 
Telephone:  01-276  4003 

Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department 
The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  available: 

No.  1/1987  Crimes  arul  Offences  involving  Firearms, 
Scotland  1985 

No.  2A987  Children  and  Crime,  Scotland  1983-1985 
No.  3/1987  Crimiruil  Proceedings  in  Scottish 
Courts,  1985 

No.  4/1987  Recorded  Crimes,  Scotland  1986 
No.  5/1987  Motor  Vehicle  Offences  in  Scotland  1985 
No.  6/1987  Prison  Statistics  Scotland  1986 
No.  7A987  Children  and  Crimes,  Scotland  1986 
No.  8A987  Homicide  in  Scotland  1981-1985 
No.  9A987  Crimiruil  Proceedings  in  Scottish 
Courts,  1986 

No.  1/1988  Recorded  Crimes  and  Offences  Involving 
Firearms,  Scotland  1986 
No.  2A988  Recorded  Crime  in  Scotland  1987 
No.  3A988  Penalties  Imposed  by  Criminal  Courts 
in  Scotland  1986 

No.  4A988  Children  and  Crime,  Scotland  1987 
No.  5A988  Motor  Vehicle  Offences  in  Scotland  1986 
No.  6A988  Recorded  Crimes  and  Offences  involving 
Firearms,  Scotland  1987 
No.  7A988  Prison  Statistics,  Scotland  1987 
No.  8A988  Crimiruil  Proceedings  in  Scottish 
Courts,  1987 

Copies  OH  the  above  bulletins  nuy  be  purchased  (price  £1  post 
paid)  from: 

The  Library 

Official  Publications  Sales 
Scottish  Office 
Room  2/65 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 

Telephone:  031-556  8400  Ext.  4806  (OTN  2688) 

Scottish  Development  Department 

The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  available: 

HSIU  No.  31  -  Ql(87)  -  Housing  Thends  in  Scotland: 

Quarter  ended  31/3/87 
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HSIU  No.  32  -  Q2(87)  •  Housing  Thends  in  Scotland: 

Quarter  ended  30/6/S7 

HSIU  No.  33  -  Q3(87)  -  Housing  Upends  in  Scotland: 

Quarter  ettded  30/9/87 

HSIU  No.  34  -  Q4(87)  -  Housing  Thends  in  Scotland: 

Quarter  ended  31/12/87 

HSIU  No.  35  Atmual  Estimates  of  Households 

HSU  No.  1  Housing  Theruls  in  Scotkmd 

1987  Port  1 

HSU  No.  2  Housing  Trends  in  Scotland 

1987  Part  2 

Note:  The  Scottish  Development  Department’s  series  of 
Statistical  Bulletins  is  now  being  expanded  to  include 
information  previously  published  in  the  annual  publication 
Scottish  Housing  Statistics,  which  has  been  discontinued. 

Copies  of  the  above  bulletins  may  be  purchased  (price  TSp 
for  HSIU  series  and  £1  for  HSU  series)  from: 

The  Scottish  Office  Library 
Publications  Sales 
Room  2/65 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 

Telephone:  031-244  4806  (OTN  7188) 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 

The  following  Statistical  Bulletins  are  now  available: 

No.  2/89  Student  AMtrds  in  England  arui  Wiles  1986-87 
No.  3/89  Participation  in  Education  by  Young  People 
aged  16  arui  17  in  each  Local  Education 
Authority  arui  Region:  EngUmd  1983-84  to 
1987-88 

No.  4/89  Student  Numbers  in  Higher  Education  Great 
Britain  1975  to  1987 

No.  5/89  Pupil/teacher  ratios  for  each  LEA  in  EngUmd 
Jarmary  1988 

No.  6/89  First  krunvn  destiruttion  of  first  degree 
graduates  1983-87 

No.  7/89  Pupils  under  five  years  in  each  LEA  in 
EngUmd  January  1988 

No.  8/89  Statistics  of  schools  in  England  Jarutary  1988 

Copies  of  these  publications  may  be  obtained  from: 

The  Department  c(  Education  and  Science 

Statistics  Branch 

Room  1/28 

Elizabeth  House 

\brk  Road 

London  SEl  7PH 

Telephone:  01-934  9038  (OTN  2914-9038) 

The  following  annual  publications  are  available: 

Statistics  of  Education:  School  Leavers  CSE  arui  GCE 1987 
Statistics  of  Education:  Further  Education 
Studera/Stqff  Ratios  1986-87 
Statistics  of  Education:  Schools  1988 


Copies  (price  £12.00)  may  be  obtained  from: 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 

Room  337 

Mowden  Hall 

Staiitdrc^  Road 

Darlington  DL3  9BG 

Home  Office 

The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  now  available: 

Issue  No.  Title  Price 

4/89  Statistics  of  cfferwes  of  rape 

1977-1987  £  2.50 

5/89  Crime  statistics  for  the 

Metropolitan  Police  District  by 
ethnic  group,  1987:  victims, 
suspects  arui  those  arrested  £  2.50 

6/89  The  ethnic  group  of  those 

proceeded  against  or  sentenced 
by  the  courts  in  the  Metropolitan 
PoUce  Distria  in  1984  arui  1985  £  2.50 
7/89  Notifiable  offences  recorded  by 

the  police  in  EngUmd  arui 
Wiles  1988  £1.50 

8/89  Statistics  of  breath  tests,  EngUmd 

arui  Wiles  1987  arui  first  three 
quarters  of  1988  £  2.50 

9/89  Citizenship  statistics.  United 

Kingdom,  1988  £  2.50 

10/89  Corarol  of  Immigration  statistics, 

4th  quarter  arui  year  1988  £  2.50 

Copies  oi  these  bulletins  are  available  from: 

Statistical  Department 
Home  Office 
Lunar  House 
Croydon,  CRO  9YD 

Tel:  Ol-TM  2850,  or  by  personal  application  to: 

Publications  Officer 
Home  Office  Library 
50  (^een  Aime’s  Gate 
London  SWIH  9AT 

Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  ‘The  Accounting  Officer 
Home  Office’. 

Department  of  Employment 

Employment  Gazette,  which  is  published  on  Thursday  towards 
the  begiiming  of  each  month,  regularly  contains  recent  data 
and  time-series  on  employment,  unemployment,  earnings, 
prices,  fiunily  expenditure,  tourism  and  other  indicators.  In 
recent  months  there  were  special  features  on  ‘Practical  Ethnic 
and  sex  monitoring  -  the  Calderdale  experience’,  (February 
1989),  ‘Labour  Force  Estimates  and  projections’,  (^ril  1989), 
‘Preliminary  Results  from  1988  Labour  Force  Survey’,  (April 
1989),  ‘Earnings  and  Hours  of  Manual  Employees  in  October 
1988’,  (Ainil/May  1989),  ‘Retail  Prices  1988’  (Aniiual  Article) 
(April  19^),  ‘Bitterns  of  Family  Erqienditure  for  1S187’  (^nil 
19^)  and  ‘Vfei^ts  for  the  General  Prices  Index’  (April  19^). 
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Employment  Gazette  is  published  monthly  by  Her  Majesty’s 
Stationery  Office,  price  £3.80  per  issue. 

Annual  subscription  inclusive  oi  postage  is  £39.50. 

Department  oi  Employment 
Caxton  House 
Tbthill  Street 
London  SWIH  9NF 

Department  of  Transport 

Re^nt  Statistical  Publications  by  the  Department  of 
Ttansport: 

Annual  Hhicle  Census.  December  1988  (statistical 
bulleUn  (89)29  price  £3.00) 

Thtffic  levels  at  Selected  Sites  in  London,  First 
Half  1988  (Ad-hoc,  HMSO  price  £2.15) 

International  road  haulage  by  United  Kingdom  registered 
vehicles  -  report  on  1987  (Annual,  HMSO  price  £6.15) 
United  Kingdom  shipping  industry  iraerruttional  revenue  and 
expenditure  1987  (Annual,  HMSO  price  £3.95) 

Road  Lengths  in  Great  Britain  1987-88  (Annual, 

HMSO  price  on  application) 

Origins,  destinations  and  transport  of  UK  international 
trade  1986  (Ad-hoc,  HMSO) 

Interruitioruil  comparisons  of  transport  statistics,  part  2 
-  road  accident  deaths  (Ad-hoc,  HMSO  price  on 
application) 

Natioruil  Road  Mainterumce  Condition  Survey  -  Report  on 
the  1988  Survey  (Annual,  price  £5.(X)) 

The  survey  described  in  the  report  is  organised  jointly  by  the 
Local  Authority  Associations  and  the  Department  of  Dan^it 
through  the  Standing  Corrunittee  on  Highway  Maintenance. 

Port  Statistics,  1988  -  Provisional  Results  (Armual, 
joint  DI)p/BPF  publication,  price  £12) 

Transhipmera  of  United  Kingdom  Seaborne  Iraerruuioruil 
Trade  (Ad-hoc,  joint  DIj>/BPF  publication,  price  £80). 

These  DIj)/BPF  publications  are  available  horn; 

British  Ports  Federation 
Commonwealth  House 
1-19  New  Oxford  Street 
New  Oxford  Street 
London  WCIA  IDZ 
Telephone:  01-242  1200 

The  following  statistical  bulletins  are  issued  on  a  regular  basis: 
Monthly:  New  Motor  Vehicle  Registrations.  Great 

Britain  (price  £3.00  per  copy;  armual 
subscription  £30.(X)) 

Quarterly:  Road  Goods  Vehicles  on  Roll-on  Roll-off 
ferries  to  MainUmd  Europe  (price  £5.00 
per  copy) 

/2oad  Casualties  Great  Britain  (price  £4.00 
per  cort) 


Department  of  Transport  (Continued) 

TYansport  Statistics  (price  £5.00  per  copy, 
annual  subscription  £12.00) 

Thaffic  in  Great  Britain  (price  £8.00  per 
copy,  armual  subscription  £21.00) 

Department  of  Ttansport  statistical  publications  are  available 
from: 

Publication  Sales  Unit 
Building  1,  Victoria  Road 
South  Ruislip 
Middlesex  HA4  ONZ 
Telephone:  01-841  3425 

The  Department  of  Transport  is  often  prepared  to  sell 
unpublished  data.  Further  iriformation  can  obtained  from: 

Directorate  (rf  Statistics 
Department  of  TYansport 
Ronmey  House 
43  Marsham  Street 
London  SWIP  3PY 
Telephone:  01-276  8513 

Department  of  TYade  and  Industry 
An  article  in  British  Business  appears  every  month  on 
‘engineering  sales  arxl  orders’.  Figures  are  published  of  sales, 
net  new  orders  and  orders  on  hand  (home,  export  and  total), 
at  constant  1985  prices,  for  mechamcal  engineering  and 
instrument  and  electrical  engineering  separately  and  for 
combined  engineering. 

British  Business  (Department  of  Trade  and  Industry)  (price 
£1.40  weekly,  armual  subscription  £85  net). 

Subscription  service;  Telephone:  01-215  0788 

Northern  Ireland  Department  of  Agriculture 
Statistical  Review  of  Northern  Ireland  Agriculture,  1988 
This  publication,  price  £10.00,  available  since  early  March 
from: 

Department  of  Agriculture 
Economics  and  Statistics  Division 
DANI,  Dundonald  House 
U|^r  Newtowiuuds  Road 
Belfast  Br4  3SB 

Scottish  Office 

Scottish  Local  Government  Financial  Statistics  1987-88, 
published  mid-April,  price  £4. 

Scottish  Abstract  Statistics  1988,  No.  17,  price  £15.50. 

These  publications  can  be  obtained  from  Scottish  Office 
Library,  address  on  page  85.16. 
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Notes  on  Current  Developments 


POPULATION  AND  VITAL  STATICTICS 
PDpulatkm  Trends 

The  latest  edition  cf  Population  Thends,  the  quarterly  journal 
(tf  the  Office  of  Ibpulation  Censuses  and  Surveys  (OPCS) 
was  published  in  March  and  contains  the  following  articles: 

Recent  trends  in  postneonatal  mortality  in  England 
Since  197S  OPCS  has  linked  records  of  infant  death 
lustrations  in  England  and  \Miles  to  dieir  corresponding  birth 
records.  This  linkage  allows  analysis  of  mortality  rates  by 
foctors  such  as  birthweight,  marit^  status  of  the  patents  and 
by  country  of  birth,  parity  and  age  of  the  mother.  This  article 
by  Laura  C  Rodrigues  of  OPCS  and  the  London  School  of 
Hygiene  and  Topical  Medicine  and  Beverley  Boning  of 
OPCS,  suiiunarises  trends  in  postneonatal  mortality  in 
England  between  197S  and  1986. 

A  number  (tf  different  patterns  are  observed.  First,  the 
postneonatal  mortality  rate  decreased  slowly  and  small 
increases  were  observed  in  1979,  1982,  1985  and  1986. 
Second,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  rate  attributed 
to  sudden  infent  death  syndrome  which  was  largely  counter¬ 
balanced  by  a  decrease  in  that  attributed  to  respiratory 
conditions.  Third,  the  rate  for  infents  (rf' Indian-born  mothers 
decreased  so  that  by  1986  it  was  lower  than  that  for  children 
of  UK-bom  women.  Fourth,  although  the  proportion  of  live 
births  bom  outside  marriage  which  were  registered  jointly 
by  both  parents  increased  substantially,  these  children  showed 
both  a  sizeable  proportional  and  absolute  decrease  in 
postneonatal  mortality.  Fifth,  differences  between  socio¬ 
economic  and  geographic  groups  appeared  to  diminish. 

Developmeru  of  the  Staruiard  Occupational  Classification 
The  Standard  Occupational  Classification  (SOC)  has  been 
devised  to  replace  b^  the  1980  edition  of  the  Classification 
Occupations  and  the  Classification  of  Occupations  and 
Directory  of  Occupational  Titles  (CODOT).  This  article 
Roger  Thomas  (rf  OPCS  and  Peter  Elias  of  the  Institute  for 
Employment  Research,  University  of  Warwick,  describes 
current  occupational  and  social  classifications  and  the 
relationship  between  them  and  discusses  the  SCXT  structure, 
how  it  was  developed,  ways  in  which  it  improves  on  current 
systems,  constraints  on  the  design  of  SOC  and  the  current 
thinking  about  introducing  SOC  in  government  statistics. 

Relationships  within  households  in  1981 
The  OPCS  Longitudinal  Study  provides  opportunities  to 
explore  relationships  within  households  in  En^and  and  Wiles 
in  1981.  In  this  article  by  Richard  Wall  of  The  Cambridge 
Group  for  the  History  of  Population  and  Social  Structure  and 
Bruce  Penhale  of  Social  Statistics  Research  Unit,  The  City 
University,  members  of  households  are  considered  in  terms 
of  their  relationship  to  the  head  (or  a  joint  head)  of  the 
housdiold  and  whedier  or  not  they  were  members  of  families 
and,  if  not,  whether  they  lived  with  related  persons,  unrelated 
persons  or  alone.  Comparisons  are  made  with  analyses  from 


other,  smaller  samples,  such  as  the  General  Household 
Survey. 

One-parera  families  and  their  children  in  Great  Britain: 
numbers  and  characteristics 

This  article  by  John  Haskey  of  OPCS  considers  the  latest 
available  evidence  from  various  sources  on  one-parent 
femilies.  It  is  concluded  that  the  best  estimate  irf'  their  number 
in  Great  Britain  was  970  thousand  in  1985,  and  just  over  one 
million  in  1986.  In  1986,  of  all  femilies  containing  dependent 
children,  one  in  seven  was  a  one-parent  femily,  and  nine  in 
every  ten  one-parent  families  was  headed  by  a  lone  mother. 
It  is  also  estimated  that  one-parent  femilies  in  1986  contained 
over  1.6  million  dependent  children,  so  that  about  one  child 
in  eight  lives  in  a  one-parent  femily.  There  are  slightly  fewer 
dependent  children,  on  average,  in  lone  father  femilies  than 
in  lone  mother  families;  1.4  compared  with  1.6,  and  fewer 
in  one-parent  families  as  a  whole  than  in  married  couple 
femilies;  1.6  and  1.8  respectively.  Since  the  early  1970s,  the 
proportion  of  all  dependent  children  who  live  in  one-parent 
femilies  has  increased  1^  more  than  50  per  cent,  whilst  the 
proportion  of  all  dependent  children  who  live  with  a  divorced 
lone  mother  has  trebled. 

Current  prospects  for  the  proportion  of  rruirriages  eruling  in 
divorce 

This  article,  also  John  Haskey,  estimates  the  proportion 
of  marriages  which  would  end  in  divorce  were  the  various 
marriage  duration-specific  divorce  rates  to  persist  unaltered 
at  their  1987  levels.  On  this  basis,  just  under  four  in  every 
ten  marriages  would  ultimately  end  in  divorce,  but  one  in 
every  two  couples  would  celebrate  their  silver  wedding,  and 
one  in  seven  their  golden  wedding. 

Updates 

This  issue  also  contains  the  most  recent  statistics  on 
population,  births,  marriages,  divorces,  deaths,  migration  and 
abortion.  This  tabular  section  includes  a  brief  commentary 
on  these  latest  statistics  and  a  number  ctf  charts  and  diagrams. 

Reference 

Pbputation  T^nds  55  (HMSO)  (£6iS0  net)  ISBN  0  11  691222  7 

Key  Papulation  and  Vital  Statistics  1987,  Local  and  Health 
Authority  Areas,  England  and  Wales 
The  resident  population  of  England  and  Wales  was  estimated 
to  be  50.2  million  persons  at  mid-1987.  In  the  metropolitan 
counties  the  slow  rate  of  population  loss  has  continu^,  and 
in  the  non-metropolitan  counties  the  recent  rate  of  increase 
has  been  maintained. 

These  and  further  details  about  the  population  in  each  local 
authority  and  health  authority  area  in  England  and  Wales  in 
1987  were  published  recently  in  OPCS’s  Key  population  and 
vital  statistics.  It  brings  together  in  one  volume  recent 
information  for  local  areas  on  the  size  and  age  of  the 
population,  the  numbers  of  births,  deaths  and  changes  in 
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migration.  Changes  in  the  population  composition  in  the 
periods  1981-86  and  1986-87  are  also  given. 

Some  other  findings  are; 

•  Between  1986  and  1987  the  proportion  oi  all  live  births 
outside  marriage  continued  to  rise  (from  21  to  23  per 
cent)  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  Proportions 
were  highest  in  1987  for  the  London  Borough  of 
Lambeth  and  for  the  district  Nottingham  where  over 
44  per  cent  of  all  births  occurred  outside  marriage. 
In  the  local  authorities  of  Richmondshire,  I^edale  and 
Wokingham  the  proportion  of  births  outside  marriage 
was  as  low  as  9  per  cent,  well  under  half  the  national 
average. 

•  The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  England  and  Wales 
during  1987  was  567  thousand,  a  reduction  of  2.4  per 
cent  compared  with  1986. 

•  In  1987  there  were  1.9  million  moves  between  FPC 
areas  (^England  and  >\Ues.  A  little  over  half  the  moves 
were  between  FPC  areas  within  the  same  standard 
region  in  England  or  within  Wales.  Nearly  900 
thousand  persons  moved  across  the  boundaries  of  the 
regions  in  England  or  between  England  and  Wales. 
Generally,  FPCs  comprising  of  shire  counties  gained 
population  through  migration  with  the  rest  of  England 
and  \^es,  while  those  comprising  metropolitan 
districts  or  London  Boroughs  lost  population. 

Reference 

Key  population  and  vital  statistics  1987.  Local  and  health  authority  amts. 

England  and  Wes.  (Series  VS  No.  M.  PPI  No.  »)  (HMSO)  (Price  £9.40  net) 

ISBN  0  H  691247  2 

Longitudinal  Study.  Vlbmen’s  Migration:  Marriage, 
Fertility  and  Divoree  1971-1981 

An  analysis  of  the  relationships  between  geographic  mobility 
and  marriage,  childbearing  and  divorce  for  women  in  England 
and  Wales  was  published  recently  in  an  OPCS  report. 

The  report,  prepared  by  Emily  Grundy,  formerly  of  the  City 
University’s  Social  Statistics  Research  Unit,  is  the  fif& 
combining  the  results  of  analyses  from  the  OPCS  Longitudinal 
Study.  This  latest  analysis  is  based  on  data  from  the  1971  and 
1981  Censuses  for  half  a  million  people  linked  with  routinely 
collected  data  on  births,  marriages  and  divorces  for  the  same 
group  of  people  between  1971  and  1981. 

It  provides  the  first  comprehensive  analysis  of  the  influence 
of  events  such  as  marriage,  childbirth  or  divorce  on  the 
internal  migration  of  women  and  of  the  effect  of  socio¬ 
economic  factors  such  as  occupation,  housing  tenure  and 
social  class. 

Some  of  the  main  findings  show  that  in  the  period  1971-1981 
change  of  address  at  or  soon  after  marriage  was  almost 
universal.  The  difference  in  migration  rates  for  those  married 
for  less  than  a  year  and  those  married  for  longer  was  greater 
than  the  range  in  rates  by  age  or  1^  husband’s  change  of 
occupation.  Migration  rates  varied  with  the  social 


circumstances  of  women.  The  relatively  disadvantaged  (eg 
those  married  to  unskilled  manual  worters)  were  less  likely 
to  move  and  set  up  an  independent  home  at  the  time  of 
marriage. 

RcfereDcc 

Lemgittidinai  Study,  W>men’s  migration:  marriage.  Jertility  and  divorce  9971-91 
(Series  LS  No.  4)  (HMSO)  (Price  £620)  ISBN  0  IM91240  S 

Vital  Statistics 

Tkbles  relating  to  the  fourth  quarter  of  1989  appeared  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  Vital  Statistics  Return,  V^ks  9  to  12  - 
1989. 

Papers  on  the  following  topics  have  appeared  in  recent  issues 
of  the  Vital  Statistics  Return: 

1.  Childhood  accident  death  rates  in  Scotland 

2.  An  analysis  of  deaths  in  Scotland  from  suicide, 
1977-1987 

SOCIAL  STATISTICS 

Home  Office  Bulletins 

Fire  Statistics  United  Kingdom  1987 
This  annual  publication  issued  in  April  1989,  detailed  statistics 
on  fires  attended  by  fire  brigades  in  1987.  It  expands  on  the 
summary  information  previously  published  in  December 
1988,  showing  fires  by  location,  cause,  source  of  ignition  etc. 
Similar  information  was  also  given  in  respect  of  fetal  and  non- 
fetal  casualties  resulting  from  those  fires.  Additional  tables 
for  1987  show  the  material  first  ignited,  the  material  mainly 
responsible  for  the  development  of  the  fire,  room  of  origin, 
time  of  d^  of  call,  month,  method  of  extinction,  spread  of 
fire,  age  and  sex  of  casualties,  nature  of  injuries  etc. 

Some  ct  the  main  points  described  in  the  conunentary  iiKlude: 

•  Overall  fewer  fires  were  attended  in  1987  than  in  the 
previous  3  years.  The  decrease  was  concentrated  in 
outdoor  fires,  largely  reflecting  the  wet  summer. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  fires  in  dwellings  was  the 
unintentional  misuse  of  equipment  or  appliances  (in 
particular  cookers),  whereas  for  other  occupied 
buildings  deliberate  or  possibly  deliberate  fires  were 
the  largest  category. 

•  Fires  in  road  vehicles  continued  to  increase,  partly 
reflecting  the  increase  in  those  that  were  deliberate  or 
possibly  deliberate. 

•  The  354,000  fires  in  1987  caused  929  deaths,  710  in 
dwellings.  The  main  cause  of  these,  as  in  previous 
years,  was  the  careless  handling  of  fire  or  hot 
substances,  particularly  the  careless  disposal  of 
smokers’  materials. 
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Control  of  himigration  Statistics:  fourth  Quarter  artd  ¥ear  1988  (Home  Office 
Statistical  Bulletin  Issue  l(V89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 


•  Altogether  some  12.600  non-fotal  fire  casualties  were 
recorded,  ct  which  7S  per  cent  were  in  dwellings.  The 
main  cause  was  again  the  unintentional  misuse  of 
equipment  or  appliances,  again  particularly  cookers. 

Enquiries  about  fire  statistics  should  be  referred  to: 

Home  Office 
Fire  Statistics 
Room  821 

SO  Queen  Anne’s  Gate 
London  SWIH  9AT 
Telephone:  01-273  3653 

Rtittfcr 

Fire  Skoistics  United  Kingdom  1987  (Home  Office)  (Price  £SX)0  net). 

The  publication  is  available  from: 

Home  Office  Statistical  Department 

Room  1834 

Lunar  House 

Wellesley  Road 

Croydon 

Surrey  CRO  9VD 
Telephone:  01-760  2850 

Citizeiisiiip  Statistics 

The  annual  Home  Office  statistical  bulletin  on  grants  of 
British  citizenship  was  published  in  March  1989.  This  contains 
detailed  information  on  die  number  of  grants  in  1988  aiuilysed 
by  the  basis  of  the  grant  under  the  provisions  of  the  British 
Nationality  Act  1981  and  by  the  previous  citizenship  or 
nationality.  Historical  figures  for  1978  to  1988  are  also 
included.  64,600  people  were  granted  British  citizenship  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1988,  about  the  same  number  as  in 
1987,  but  considerably  more  than  in  1985  and  1986  The 
increased  numbers  of  grants  in  1987  and  1988  were  due  to 
the  higher  numbers  which  were  entitlements  to  register  as 
a  British  citizen  under  traditional  provisions  which  expired 
at  the  end  of  1987.  Reflecting  this,  the  increased  grants  were 
mainly  on  the  basis  of  residence,  and  mainly  to 
Commonwealth  citizens.  Grants  on  the  basis  of  residence 
totalled  44,500  in  1988,  a  substantial  increase  on  the  38,600 
in  1987  and  23,300  in  1986  Grants  to  Commonwealth  citizens 
increased  to  46900  in  1988  from  41,500  in  1987  and  26100 
in  1986  Within  this  1988  figure  were  25fl00  grants  to  citizens 
of  the  Wbst  Indies,  including  17,900  grants  to  Jamaicans. 
Grants  to  foreign  nationals  fell  in  1988  to  16800  from  23,000 
in  1987. 

Rcfcreace 

Citizienship  Skuistics  United  Kingdom  1988  (Home  Office  Statistical  Bulletin 
Issue  9/89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 

Immigration 

The  quarterly  Home  Office  Statistical  Bulletin  on  the  Control 
of  Inimigration  for  the  fourth  quarter  and  year  1988  was 
published  in  March  1989.  This  provides  quarterly  statistics 
on  acceptances  for  settlement  in  the  UK,  applications  in  the 
Indian  sub-continent  for  entry  clearance  for  secernent  or  right 
of  abode,  illegal  entrants  and  deportations. 


Notifiable  Offences 

Statistics  on  notifiable  offences  recorded  the  police  are 
published: 

quarterly  in  Statistical  bulletins,  the  latest  being  Issue 
7/89  which  gives  provisional  figures  for  1988  and 

annually  in  Chapter  2  of  the  Command  Paper  Criminal 
statistics,  England  and  Wiles. 

Bull^ins  on  notifiable  offences  contain  tables  giving  quarterly 
figures  by  offence  group  for  a  period  of  two  years  and  totals 
for  five  years  for  England  and  Wales.  The  annual  publication 
gives  historical  tables  and  has  a  further  breakdown  of 
individual  offences  giving  eleven  year’s  figures,  including 
offences  per  100,000  population  and,  the  clear-up  rate  by 
police  force  area.  These  data  provide  a  measure  of  die  amount 
of  crime  with  which  the  police  are  feced  and  are  of  importance 
in  formulating  policies  to  combat  crime. 


Edink  Crime  Statistics  for  the  Metn^iolitan  Police  District 
Two  statistical  bulletins  were  published  in  March  1987 
covering  the  involvement  of  different  ethnic  groups  in  crime 
within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District. 

The  first  bulletin'  updates  to  1987  crime  statistics  by  ethnic 
origin  which  were  last  published  in  1984.  The  bulletin  covers 
victims,  the  victims’  assessment  of  the  offender,  and  arrests 
ethnic  group. 


•  a  disproportionately  laige  number  of  Asians  compared 
with  members  (d'  other  ethnic  minorities  appear  to  have 
been  the  victims  of  recorded  offences  of  robbery  and 
other  violent  theft.  This  disparity  has  grown  over  the 
last  decade. 

•  Those  arrested  include  a  disproportionately  large 
number  of  black  persons  particularly  for  offences  of 
street  robbery  and  theft  from  the  person.  Overall,  this 
disparity  has  not  changed  since  1981,  but  there  has  been 
some  itKreases  in  it  for  robbery. 

The  second  bulletin^  provides  new  information  on  sentencing 
by  ethnic  group  for  1984  and  1985,  the  last  year  for  which 
these  data  were  collected.  Its  main  findings  were: 

•  Relative  to  population,  black  persons  were  prosecuted 
two  to  four  times  more  frequently  than  other  ethnic 
groups,  the  largest  differences  being  for  those  aged 
14-16  and  17-20. 


Rcftmcc 

Notifiable  Offences  Recorded  By  the  Mice  in  Englattd  and  Rkdes  1988  (Home 
Office  Stitistica)  Bulletin  Issue  7/89)  (Price  £1.50  net). 


Its  main  findings  were: 
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•  At  the  magistrates’  courts,  there  was  no  significant 
difference  in  sentencing  between  ethnic  groups.  At  the 
Crown  Court,  a  higher  use  of  immediate  custody  for 
black  persons  was  mainly  due  to  a  higher  proportion 
of  offences  of  robbery  and  serious  sexual  offences. 

•  Asians  received  on  average,  longer  custodial  sentences 
(just  over  two  years  for  adult  males)  than  black  or  white 
offenders  (both  about  one  and  a  half  years).  This 
resulted  from  a  higher  proportion  of  Asians  imprisoned 
for  drug  trafficking  offences. 

References 

1  Crime  S$atistics  for  the  Metropolitan  Mice  District  by  etiutic  group,  19S7: 

Victims,  Suspects  and  those  arrested  (Home  Office  Satisticsl  Bulletin  No.  5/89) 

(Price  £2.50  net). 

2  The  Dhnic  group  of  those  proceeded  against  or  sentenced  by  the  courts  in  the 

Metropolitan  Mice  Distria  in  i9S4  and  1985  (Home  Office  Stitistical  Bulletin 

No.  6/89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 

Offences  of  rape  1977-1987 

A  special  bulletin  was  published  in  February  1989  bringing 
together  the  available  statistical  data  on  rape  offences.  The 
bulletin  covers  three  areas;  recorded  crime,  sentencing  and 
reconvictions  of  rape  offenders.  Its  main  findings  were: 

•  Recorded  offences  of  rape  increased  about  a  third 
between  1985  and  1987  to  reach  2,500;  much  of  the 
recent  increase  reflects  a  greater  willingness  of  victims 
to  come  forward  and  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
cases  being  recorded.  Seventy  per  cent  of  recorded 
rapes  are  cleared  up. 

•  Following  Court  of  Appeal  guidelines  on  rape 
sentencing,  the  lengths  of  prison  sentences  for  rape 
offences  have  increased  substantially.  About  80  per  cent 
of  those  sentenced  for  rape  in  1987  received  sentences 
of  5  years  or  more  compared  to  42  per  cent  in  1985. 

•  About  three  quarters  of  rapists  have  at  least  one 
previous  conviction,  usually  for  violence,  theft  or 
burglary.  However,  in  1985,  only  3  per  cent  of  those 
convicted  of  rape  had  a  previous  conviction  for  rape. 

Reference 

Statistics  on  offences  of  rape  1987  (Home  Office  Statisticil  Bulletin  No.  4/89) 

(Price  £2.50  net). 

Breath  tests,  England  and  Wales  1987  and  first  three 
quarters  of  1988 

This  bulletin  gives  for  the  first  time,  quarterly  statistics  on 
drivers  required  to  supply  breath  for  a  screening  breath  test; 
it  also  gives  statistics  on  those  required  to  supply  samples 
of  breath,  blood  or  urine  for  the  purpose  of  evidence  in  court. 
It  provides  final  figures  for  1987  (which  supersede  the 
provisional  figures  published  in  Home  Office  statistical 
bulletin  23/88)  and  provisional  figures  for  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1988.  In  1987, 400,000  screening  breath  tests  were 
reported;  25  per  cent  were  positive  and  3  per  cent  refused. 
In  the  first  9  months  of  1988,  11  per  cent  more  tests  were 
recorded  than  in  the  same  period  of  1987. 

Reference 

Statistics  of  breath  tests,  England  and  tHiles  1987  and  first  three  quarters  of  1988 

(Home  Office  Stitistical  Bulletin  Issue  8/89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 


Drug  Addicts 

The  annual  figures  (tf  drug  addicts  notified  to  the  Home  Office 
were  published  in  a  Home  Office  Statistical  Bulletin  in  April 
1989.  In  recent  years  statistics  of  drug  addicts  have  b^n 
published  in  September  together  with  those  of  drug  offenders 
and  seizures.  Ifollowing  computerisation  of  the  drug  addicts 
index  it  is  now  possible  to  produce  the  statistics  of  drug  addicts 
earlier  in  the  year  so  a  separate  bulletin  has  been  issued.  The 
bulletin  contains  several  new  tables  and  charts.  It  provides 
details  of  addicts  age  and  sex,  drugs  of  addiction  and 
treatment,  source  of  notification  and  injecting  status. 

The  1988  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  addicts 
notified.  Some  of  this  rise  may  result  from  increased 
compliance  with  the  notification  regulations  following  the 
introduction  in  September  1987  of  a  new  notification  form. 
Heroin  continued  to  be  the  most  common  drug  of  addiction 
and  the  number  of  cocaine  addicts  remained  relatively  small. 
Some  6,800  addicts  out  of  a  total  of  12,600  addicts  notified 
in  1988  were  reported  to  be  injecting  drugs. 

Further  more  detailed  tables  covering  addicts  polic  force 
area  and  regional  health  authority  are  given  in  separate  area 
tables  obtainable  from  the  address  below. 

References 

Statistics  of  Drug  Addicts  Notified  to  the  Hortte  Office,  United  Kingdom,  1988 
(Home  Office  Stetistical  Bulletin  Issue  D/89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 

Statistics  of  Drug  Addicts  Notified  to  the  Home  Office.  Uruted  Kingdom.  1988 
Area  Tables  (Price  £2.50  net). 

Deaths  Reported  to  Coroners 

The  annual  Home  Office  Statistical  Bulletin  on  deaths 
reported  to  coroners  in  England  and  Wales  was  published  in 
April  1989.  The  figures  for  1988  show  that  the  proportion 
of  registered  deaths  reported  to  coroners  continued  to  rise, 
though  at  a  slower  rate,  to  32  per  cent  in  1988  compared  with 
30  per  cent  in  1981  and  23  per  cent  in  1970.  Some  178,000 
deaths  were  reported  to  coroners  in  1988,  about  2,300  more 
than  in  1987  though  below  the  peak  cf  182000  in  1986l  Despite 
the  increase  in  deaths  reported  to  coroners,  the  number  of 
post-mortem  examinations  carried  out  was  the  lowest  in  the 
period  1978  to  1988.  The  number  of  inquests  changed  little 
between  1987  and  1988;  the  most  common  verdicts  continued 
to  be  death  accident  or  misadventure  (50  per  cent)  and 
suicide  (20  per  cent). 

Reference 

Statistics  of  Deaths  Reported  to  Coroners:  England  and  Vtdes,  1988  (Home 
Office  Statistical  Bulletin  Issue  14/89)  (Price  £2.50  net). 

Other  Social  Statistics 

The  Effects  of  Taxes  and  Benefits  on  Household  IiKome, 
1986 

This  article  was  published  in  the  December  1988  edition  of 
Economic  Tren^,  and  is  based  on  the  1986  Family 
Expenditure  Survey.  The  aim  of  this  analysis  is  to  examine 
how  the  distribution  of  income  amongst  households  in  the 
UK  is  modified  as  a  result  of  government  expenditure  and 
taxation.  This  analysis  is  unique  in  that  it  covers  indirect  taxes 
(eg  VAT,  excise  duty  on  petrol)  as  well  as  benefits-in-kind 
(eg  education.  National  Health  Service). 
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Although  greater  equality  of  incomes  is  not  necessarily  a 
primary  aim  of  this  process,  it  is  nevertheless  one  of  its 
consequences.  The  article  is  the  latest  in  an  annual  series 
published  in  Econonuc  TYends  since  the  early  1960s.  Each 
year  the  article  covers  the  same  main  ground  but  also  has 
a  ^)ecial  topic.  New  material  this  year  looks  at  the  components 
of  original  income  ie  income  received  by  households  before 
govenunent  intervention  of  any  sort. 

The  analysis  shows  that  the  impact  of  taxes  and  benefits 
(including  benefits-in-kind)  is  greatest  for  retired  households 
and  for  those  non-retired  households  containing  no 
economically  active  people.  Cash  benefits  play  the  largest  part 
in  reducing  income  differences.  Some  90  per  cent  of  original 
income  comes  from  earnings:  investment  income  accounts 
for  S  per  cent  as  does  income  from  occupational  pensions 
and  annuities. 

The  results  in  this  article  for  1986  are  designed  to  be  free¬ 
standing:  they  are  not  designed  for  direct  comparison  with 
previous  years  except  where  some  limited  comparisons  are 
made  in  the  article.  Such  time  series  comparisons  are  fraught 
with  difficulty  because  of  changes  in  definitions  feom  year 
to  year  eg  housing  benefit  in  1983.  However  some  broader 
measures  like  the  gini-coefficients  quoted  in  this  article  are 
relatively  robust  and  will  stand  comparison  with  earlier  years. 


An  article  giving  more  detailed  results  will  appear  shortly 
in  the  Employment  Gazette.  The  publication  of  the  1987  FES 
Annual  Report  is  planned  for  the  end  of  June. 

Refcwce 

Emplcymetu  Gazttte,  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  per  issue). 

White  Paper  on  Department  of  Social  Security 
Expenditure  Plans 

This  White  Piper  provides  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
Department’s  activities,  stating  the  aims  and  objectives  of  the 
social  security  programme  and  giving  a  detailed  breakdown 
of  the  totals  announced  in  the  Chancellor’s  Autumn  Statement. 
For  the  first  time  the  social  security  chapter  is  published 
separately,  price  £4.30. 

Social  security  is  by  for  the  largest  programme  in  Government. 
It  has  risen  from  25.6  per  cent  of  public  spending  in  1978/79 
to  31  per  cent  in  1988/89,  and  is  set  to  increase  at  over  2  per 
cent  in  real  terms  over  each  of  the  next  three  years. 

The  £9(X)  million  Ml  in  expenditure  this  year,  compared  with 
last  year’s  plans,  is  more  than  accounted  for  the  Ml  in 
unemployment,  which  has  reduced  spending  by  £1.1  billion 
in  1988/89  and  over  £1.5  billion  in  each  of  the  three  survey 
years. 

The  main  components  of  the  social  security  budget  are: 


The  contents  are  as  follows: 

Part  1  -  Detailed  description  of  results  for  1986  for  all 
households,  and  for  retired  and  non-retired  households 
separately. 

Put  2  -  Detailed  breakdown  of  original  income. 

Appendix  1  -  Detailed  tables  with  the  results  for  different 
types  of  household,  and  fine  breakdown  of  income 
components. 


•  Benefits  for  the  elderly.  At  £23  billion  51  per  cent  of 
benefit  expenditure.  Up  22  per  cent  in  real  terms  since 
1978/79. 

•  Benefits  for  the  long-term  sick  and  disabled.  At  £7.3 
billion,  17  per  cent  of  benefit  expenditure.  Up  ly  over 
90  per  cent  in  real  terms  since  1978/79. 

•  Family  benefits.  At  £8  billion,  17.5  per  cent  of  benefit 
expenditure.  ToM  support  for  the  family  has  increased 
by  25  per  cent  in  r^  terms  since  19TO/79. 


Appendix  2  -  Methodology  and  definitions. 
Further  information  can  be  obMned  from: 


References 

The  Govenunent  '5  Expenditure  Plans  1989/90  to  1991/92,  chafHer  15,  OSS 
expenditure  plans  Cm  613  (HMSO)  (Price  £4.30  net), 
press  release  89/41. 


Ian  Wilkinson 
Central  Statistical  Office 
Branch  8 

Great  George  Street 
London  SWIP  3AQ 
Telephone:  01-270  6251/6247 

Economic  Trends  Na  422,  December  1988  (HMSO)  (Price  £9.25  net). 

Eamily  Expenditure  Survey  (FES)  1987 
Annu^  expenditure  results  from  the  1987  FES  were  included 
for  the  first  time  in  the  April  issue  of  the  Employment  Gazette. 
Summary  results  appeared  in  Labour  Market  Data  with  a 
short  note  in  Employment  Topics.  The  results  had  been 
delayed  because  of  the  need  to  reprocess  1986  results  and  other 
curating  difficulties. 


Prisons  in  Scotland  1987 

This  report  was  compiled  The  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department.  It  includes  chapters  on: 

•  A  review  of  1987 

•  Regimes 

•  Health  and  hygiene 

•  Accommodation,  security  and  discipline 

•  Staff 

•  Resource  management 

•  Prison  service  and  the  community 

An  appendix  includes  a  classified  list  of  prisons  and  seven 
statistical  tables. 

Rcfermcc 

Prisons  in  Scotland,  Report  for  I9S7  Cm  SSI  (HMSO  Edinbuigh)  (Price  £4.7S 
na). 
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HOUSING 

Housing  and  Construction  Statistics  Great  Britain 
The  quarterly  publication  Housing  and  Construction  Statistics 
is  pix^uced  in  two  parts  each  quarter.  Part  1  which  contains 
re^ar  tables  on  housebuilding  performance,  housing  finance 
and  building  materials  is  publish^  in  March,  June,  September 
and  December  each  year.  Part  2  is  published  in  April,  July, 
October  and  January  and  contains  regular  tables  on 
construction  activity  arid  employment,  local  authority  housing 
loans  and  sale.  It  also  contains  ad  hoc  tables  on  construction 
and  housing  topics  and  any  figures  for  tables  in  I^  1  which 
missed  its  publication  deadline. 

Figures  for  the  last  11  years  for  the  tables  in  Parts  1  and  2 
quarterly  publications  and  for  many  more  tables  dealing  with 
construction  activity,  housebuilding,  building  materials, 
employment,  the  private  contractors’  construction  census  and 
many  other  topics  are  published  in  the  annual  volume  Housing 
and  Construction  Statistics  I977-19S7  published  by  HMSO 
and  available  foom  them  and  leading  bookshops. 

Detailed  notes  on  the  tables  in  the  annual  and  quarterly 
publications,  including  definitions  of  the  terms  used  are  given 
in  the  aimual  volume  together  with  a  subject  index. 

Unless  otherwise  stated  all  tables  relate  to  Great  Britain. 

Reliereiice 

Housing  and  Construaion  Statistics,  Gretu  Britain,  SqNember  quarter  1988. 

I  and  ftrt  2  No.  3S,  December  quarter  1988.  Part  1  No.  36  (HMSO)  (Price 
£3.90  net). 

Local  Housing  Statistics 

Local  Housing  Statistics  is  prepared  1^  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  and  the  Welsh  Office  to  provide  figures  for 
individual  local  authority  areas  in  a  quarterly  publication. 
These  figures  are  taken  mainly  from  returns  made  by  the  local 
authorities.  Housebuilding  figures  incorporate  reports  from 
the  National  Housebuilding  Council  on  those  dwellings  which 
they  inspect  for  building  control  purposes;  figures  at  local 
authority  level  do  not  include  any  allowance  for  missing 
returns.  Ikbles  are  region,  country  and  local  authority  area, 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

The  publication  also  includes  tables  on  housebuilding; 
renovations;  sales  of  dwellings  owned  by  local  authorities  and 
new  towns;  housing  land  disposals;  local  authorities’  action 
under  the  provisions  of  the  1985  Housing  Act. 

Enquiries  about  the  contents  of  this  publication  should  be 
made  to: 

Directorate  of  Housing  Monitoring  and  Analysis 

Department  of  the  Environment 

Tollgate  House 

Bristol  BS2  9DJ 

Telephone  Bristol  (0272)  218074 

Load  Housing  Statistics,  England  and  Hbles  No.  88  January  1989  (HMSO) 
(Price  £3.90  net). 


Housing  TVends  in  Scotiand 

This  Bulletin  (price  £1)  siunmarises  housing  activity  in 
Scotland  during  the  quarter  ended  30  June  1988  as  reported 
to  the  Scottish  Development  Department  by  various  housing 
authorities.  Topics  covered  include  new  building, 
improvement  of  existing  houses  and  council  house  sales. 
Annual  information  on  local  authority  housing  finance 
previously  published  in  Scottish  Housing  Statistics  is  also 
given. 

During  the  quarter  4,263  dwellings  were  completed  compared 
with  4,547  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1987.  This  figure 
comprises  3,310  private  sector  dwellings  and  953  public  sector 
dwellings  -  a  decrease  of  11  per  cent  and  an  increase  of  13 
per  cent  respectively  compaiW  with  the  second  quarter  of 
1987.  In  the  same  period  the  number  of  dwellings  started  fell 
slightly,  although  within  the  sectors,  the  public  sector  at  989 
decreased  by  2  per  cent  and  the  private  sector  remained  steady. 

The  number  of  public  sector  dwellings  improved  was  18,543, 
one  per  cent  less  than  in  the  same  period  in  1987.  Applications 
private  owners  approved  rose  by  16  per  cent  to  7,751. 

Sales  to  sitting  tenants  at  5,912  were  65  per  cent  higher  than 
in  the  same  period  in  1987.  17,834  applications  to  buy  were 
received,  the  highest  quarterly  figures  so  far  recorded. 

Any  enquiries  about  this  bulletin  (HSU  No.  5)  should  be  made 
to: 

Housing  Statistics  Unit 

Scottish  Development  Department 

Room  327 

St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3DD 

Telephone  (direct  line):  031-244  2684 

Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  obtained  from: 

Scottish  Office  Library 
Publications  Sales 
Room  2/65 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 
Telephone  (direct  line):  031-244  4806 
Scottish  Office  telephone  no:  031-556  8400 

Annual  Estimates  of  Households  in  Scotland  1981-1987 
This  Bulletin  presents  estimates,  prepared  by  the  Scottish 
Development  Department  (SDD),  of  the  number  of 
households  at  30  June  for  each  year  in  the  period  1981-1987. 
The  estimates  are  given  for  each  Scottish  region  and  district. 
It  updates  the  information  given  in  Statistical  Bulletin  HSIU 
No.  35  which  was  published  in  M^  1988. 

The  number  of  households  in  Scotland  is  estimc.xd  to  have 
risen  from  1.85  million  in  1981  to  1.95  million  in  1987,  a  rise 
of  just  over  5  per  cent.  During  the  same  period  however  there 
has  been  a  1.3  per  cent  decrease  in  the  estimated  population 
of  Scotland  from  5.18  million  to  5.11  million. 
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Any  enquiries  about  this  bulletin  (HSU  No.  4)  should  be  made 
to; 

Housing  Statistics  Unit 

Scottish  Development  Department 

Room  327 

St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3DD 

Telephone  (direct  line):  031-244  2437 

Copies  of  this  bulletin,  price  £1,  may  be  obtained  from; 

Scottish  Office  Library 
Publications  Sales 
Room  2/6S 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 
Telephone  (direct  line);  031-244  4806 
Scottish  Office  telephone  no;  031-SS6  8400 

HEALTH 

Health  and  Safety  Statistics 

The  Health  and  Safety  Executive  has  recently  produced  two 
reports  giving  detailed  information  on  health  and  safety 
statistics. 

Health  and  Safety  Statistics  l9S5-86\  covering  the  period 
from  January  1981  to  March  1986,  is  the  last  in  a  series  of 
reports  providing  detailed  statistics  on  occupatiotud  injuries 
arid  dangerous  occurrences  reported  under  the  Notification 
of  Accidents  and  Dangerous  O^urrences  Regulations,  1980 
(NADOR).  Also  included  are  data  on  notified  occupational 
disease,  enforcement  action  and  gas  incidents. 

in  addition  to  the  detailed  discussion  of  the  basic  statistics, 
and  of  trends  during  the  1980s,  there  are  reports  on  two 
selected  aspects  of  health  and  safety  statistics.  These  are  (i) 
statistics  for  the  local  authority  enforced  sector  in  198S,  and 
(ii)  the  problems  of  comparing  NAE)OR  statistics  with  those 
collect^  under  the  Reporting  of  Injuries,  Diseases  and 
Dangerous  Occurrences  R^iulations,  1985  (RIDDOR),  which 
came  into  force  on  1  April  1986. 

Health  and  Safety  Statistics  1986-87^  was  published  as 
Occasional  Supplement  No.  1  to  the  February  1989 
Emplcyment  Gazette,  and  covers  the  first  year  of  RIDDOR. 

Details  of  occupational  injuries,  diseases,  dangerous 
occurrences,  gas  incidents  and  enforcement  action  are  shown. 
Reported  injuries  leading  to  more  than  three  days  incapacity 
for  work,  reportable  directly  to  enforcing  authorities  under 
RIDDOR,  are  identified.  The  occupational  diseases  data 
distinguishes  reports  received  under  RIDDOR. 

These  new  RIDDOR  statistics  make  it  possible  for  the  first 
time  to  analyse  reported  injuries  by,  for  example,  occupation. 
There  is  generally  more  detailed  information  about  injuries 
than  in  previous  years. 


A  further  report.  Health  and  Safety  Commission  and  Health 
and  Safety  Executive  Annual  Report  1987/88  gives  the  first 
provisional  health  and  safety  statistics  for  the  year  1987/88. 

This  contains  a  selection  statistical  tables,  and  commentary, 
on  provisional  data,  collected  in  the  second  year  of  RIDDOR, 
on  occupational  injuries,  disease,  dangerous  occurrences  and 
gas  incidents.  In  addition,  a  summary  table  of  enforcement 
action  appears.  Also  included  ate  some  tables  detailing 
injuries  and  dangerous  occurrences  in  the  mining  and 
quarrying  industry. 

Further  details  about  these  items  and  available  data  can  be 
provided  by; 

Statistical  Services 
Magdalen  House 
Stanley  Precinct 
Bootle 

MersQrside  L20  3QZ 

Telephone;  051-951  4862/4604  (GTN  2023) 

Rgffrences 

1  Htallh  and  S<^  Statistics  1985-86  (HMSO  1988)  (Price  £9X)0)  ISBN  0  II 
885464  X 

2  'Health  and  Safety  Statistics  1986-87'  -  Occasioiul  Supplemenl  No.  I  lo  the 
Febniuy  1989  Employment  Gazette  (HMSO  1989)  (PriM  £380)  (Supplement 
included)  ISBN  0  II  7282766 

3  Health  and  Safety  CommissionlExecutive  Annual  Report  1987188  (HMSO  1988) 
(Price  £9.50)  ISBN  0  II  8854763 

AIDS  -  quarterly  figures 

The  Department  of  Health  published  on  10  April  1989  a 
quarterly  report  on  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS)  and  Human  Immune  Deficiency  Virus  (HIV) 
infection. 

Up  to  the  end  of  March  1989  there  was  a  cumulative  figure 
of  2192  cases  of  AIDS  in  the  UK,  of  whom  1149  have  died. 
The  comparable  figures  at  the  end  of  February  were  2103  and 
1116l  Data  shows  that  the  rate  of  increase  in  new  cases  cf  AIDS 
has  slowed  down  since  the  epidemic  began. 

The  cumulative  figures  for  HIV  antibody  positive  reports 
show  that  8638  people  have  been  reported  as  being  in^ted 
from  England,  Wales  and  Northern  Ireland.  Because  of  the 
long  interval  between  infection  with  HIV  and  the  development 
of  AIDS,  trends  in  AIDS  cases  do  not  indicate  the  current 
progress  of  HIV  infection. 

Reference 

DH  Press  Release  89/157 

EDUCATION 

Student  Awards  in  England  and  Wales  1986-87 
This  Statistical  Bulletin  (No.  2/89)  gives  information  on 
Student  Awards  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  1986-87 
academic  year.  It  provides  data  on  the  number  of  students 
in  receipt  of  mandatory  awards,  discretionary  awards  and 
educational  maintenance  allowances.  The  Bulletin  also 
provides  figures  for  the  overall  cost  to  public  funds  and  the 
amounts  parents,  spouses  and  students  are  expected  to 
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contribute  towards  the  award.  The  data  are  shown  separately 
for  students  studying  at  Universities  and  Polytechnics  and 
Colleges.  A  more  detailed  breakdown  is  also  shown  against 
each  local  education  authority. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Paul 
Jackson  at  the  address  below  (telephone  01-934  9132). 

Partkipation  in  Education  Iqr  Young  People  aged  16  and 
17  in  each  LEA  and  Region:  England  1983-84  to  l$i8%88 

This  Bulletin  (No.  3/89)  presents  information  on  participation 
in  education  young  people  aged  16  and  17.  It  gives  figures 
for  each  local  education  authority  for  the  last  five  academic 
years.  The  tables  show  the  percentages  of  the  population  in 
each  LEA  in  England  who  continued  studies  at  maintained 
secondary  schools  (including  sixth  form  colleges)  or  in 
colleges  of  further  education  (including  tertiary  colleges)  on 
a  full-time  or  part-time  basis. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Liam 
O’Carroll  at  the  address  below  (Telephone  01-934  9122) 

Student  Number  in  Higher  Education  -  Great  Britain  1975 
to  1987 

This  Bulletin  (No.  4/89)  presents  statistics  and  trends  on  the 
number  of  students  at  publicly  funded  higher  education 
institutions  in  Great  Britain,  including  the  Open  University. 
The  Bulletin  includes  statistics  on  students  by  mode  of  study; 
type  of  institution;  level  of  course  and  sex.  Information  on 
subject  of  study,  first  year  students  and  qualification  aim  is 
also  given. 

The  main  findings  are: 

•  There  were  970J)00  higher  education  students  in  Great 
Britain  in  1987-88,  a  record  level.  This  was  2  per  cent 
up  on  1986-87  and  35  per  cent  higher  than  in  1975. 

•  There  were  610,000  full-time  and  360,000  part-time 
students,  increases  of  21  and  67  per  cent  since  1975. 

•  The  number  of  higher  education  students  from  abroad 
increased  for  the  fourth  successive  year  to  reach  59j000 
in  1987. 

•  The  percentage  of  women  amongst  home  full-time 
students  has  risen  steadily  from  42  per  cent  in  1979 
to  46  per  cent  in  1987.  The  proportion  of  women 
students  from  abroad  has  risen  even  more  sharply  from 
24  per  cent  to  32  per  cent  over  the  same  period. 

•  The  percentage  of  home  full-time  students  studying 
science-based  courses  rose  from  44  per  cent  in  1979 
to  47  per  cent  in  1987. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Michael 
Hart  at  the  address  below  (Telephone:  01-934  9094). 

Pupil/lbacher  Ratios  for  each  Local  Educatioa  Authority 
in  England  -  January  1988 

This  Bulletin  (No.  5/89)  gives  information  on  the  number 
of  full-time  equivalent  pupils  and  qualified  teachers  in 
maintained  nursery,  primary  and  secondary  schools  together 


with  the  pupil/teacher  ratios  within  primary  and  secondary 
schools  and  the  overall  pupil/teacher  ratios.  There  is  a  time 
series  table  giving  figures  for  England  over  the  period  1984 
to  1988  and  a  table  for  each  local  education  authority  in  1988. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Tony 
Ambler  at  the  address  below  (Telephone:  01-934  9044). 

First  Known  Destination  of  First  Degree  Graduates 
1983-87 

This  Bulletin  (No.  6/89)  presents  statistics  and  trends  on  the 
first  destination  after  grrduation  of  first  degree  graduates  in 
Great  Britain  from  1983  to  1987.  It  is  the  first  time  that  results 
from  the  Scottish  public  sector  first  destination  record  have 
been  included  to  provide  total  figures  for  Great  Britain  in  this 
form.  For  1983-86  graduates,  the  first  destinations,  type  of 
employer  and  type  of  work  are  shown.  For  1987,  the  figures 
are  also  broken  down  by  sex,  type  of  institution  (university, 
polytechnic,  college),  mode  of  attendance  (full-time, 
sandwich,  part-time)  and  subject  group  of  study. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Helen 
MacKenzie  at  the  address  below  (Telephone:  01-934  9097). 

Pupils  under  Five  Ifears  in  Each  Local  Education 
Authority  in  England  -  January  1988 
This  Bulletin  (No.  7/89)  gives  information  on  the  provision 
of  education  in  maintained  nursery  and  primary  schools  for 
pupils  under  five.  Information  for  each  local  education 
authority  is  given  on  the  number  of  pupils  by  age  and  by  full¬ 
time  and  part-time  attendance  and  on  the  number  of  teaching 
and  other  staff  employed  in  nursery  schools  and  classes.  It 
also  gives  the  participation  rates  of  under  fives  in  nursery 
and  primary  schools.  There  are  two  time  series  tables  giving 
similar  information  for  England. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Tony 
Ambler  at  the  address  below  (Telephone:  01-934  9044). 

Statistics  of  Schools  in  England  -  January  1988 
This  Bulletin  (No.  8/89)  gives  summary  information  for  the 
last  ten  years  on  the  number  of  schools,  pupils  and  teachers 
in  all  types  of  school.  Information  is  also  given  on  pupils 
under  five  in  nursery  and  primary  schools;  pupil/teacher 
ratios;  classes  as  taught  in  primary  and  secondary  schools; 
staying-on  rates  of  pupils  aged  16  and  17;  pupils  over  school 
leaving  age  and  courses  of  study  in  secondary  schools. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Tony 
Ambler  at  the  address  below  (Telephone:  01-934  9044). 

The  above  Statistical  Bulletins  may  be  obtained  from: 

Department  of  Education  and  Science 

Statistics  Branch 

Room  1/28 

Elizabeth  House 

York  Road 

London  SEl  7PH 

Telephone:  01-934  9038 
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Statistics  of  Education:  Further  Education  Student/StafT 
Ratios  1986^ 

This  annual  volume  presents  data  collected  from  the 
Department’s  Annual  Monitoring  Survey  (AMS).  The  AMS 
covers  staff  and  student  numbers  and  class-contact  hours  in 
further  and  higher  education  in  England.  The  data  are 
collected  by  lecturer  grade  and  student  mode  of  attendance. 
These  data  are  split  into  three  discipline  groupings; 
laboratory/workshop;  art  and  design;  and  classroom  based 
subjects  and  two  levels  of  woiic,  further  and  hi^r  education. 
This  volume  reports  academic  year  1986-87  AMS  results  for 
3S9  establishments  (including  17  voluntary  and  direct  grant 
collies).  The  surv^  covered  90  per  cent  (rf  higher  education 
level  work  aitd  7S  per  cent  of  further  education  level  work. 
The  volume  also  includes  data  collected  in  the  Department’s 
Further  Education  Revenue  Account  Survey  (FERAS).  This 
survey  collects,  from  all  local  education  authorities  in 
England,  expenditure  and  non-grant  income  data  for  their 
maintained  establishments.  FERAS  data  are  used,  together 
with  AMS  student  full-time  equivalent  numbers,  to  calculate 
unit  costs  for  individual  establishments. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Paul 
Jackson  at  the  address  above  (Telephone:  01-934  9132). 

Stidistics  of  Educatkm:  School  Leavers  CSE  and  GCE 1987 
Essentially,  this  aiuiual  publication  includes  statistics  on  the 
numbers  of  school  leavers  in  England,  their  examination 
achievements  artd  intended  destination  on  leaving.  The 
information  is  variously  cross-analysed  according  to  the  age 
and  sex  of  the  school  leavers;  schotri-type  and  subject  of  study; 
examination  attempts  and  passes  by  gr^  at  CSE  and  at  GCE 
O  and  A-level;  and  intend  desdriation,  such  as  further  study 
outside  school  or  employment.  The  volume  also  gives 
limited  information  on  the  A-level  results  of  students  in  further 
education  establishments. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Anna 
Shirley  at  the  address  above  (Telephone:  01-934  90S8). 

Statistics  of  Education:  Schools  1988 
This  volume  is  published  armually  and  comprises  statistics 
on  schools,  pupils  by  age  arid  sex,  size  of  school, 
denomination  schod,  per  cent  of  pupils  staying  on  at  school 
b^nd  the  statutory  school  leaving  age,  size  of  classes  as 
taught  in  maintained  schools,  courses  of  study  followed 
pupils  aged  16  and  over,  pupils  under  five  in  nursery  and 
primary  schools  and  pupil/teacher  ratios. 

Some  of  the  statistics  published  itKlude  information  for  each 
local  education  authority.  There  are  also  a  number  of  time 
series  tables. 

Enquiries  about  its  contents  should  be  addressed  to  Tony 
Ambler  at  the  address  above  (Telephone:  01-934  9044). 

Copies  of  Statistics  of  Education  volumes  can  be  obtained 
(price  £12.00)  from: 


Department  of  Education  and  Science 

Room  337 

Mowden  Hall 

Staindrop  Road 

Darlington  DL3  9BG 

lyaining  Support  Programme  (Child  Care)  for  1989/90 
The  central  training  support  initiative  started  in  1988/89  to 
support  training  local  authority  social  services  staff  working 
with  elderly  people.  That  programme  is  to  continue  during 
1989/90  with  a  grant  of  £7.3  million  in  support  of  expenditure 
of  £H).4  million.  The  new  programme  is  aimed  at  social 
workers  who  work  with  children  in  residential  care,  day 
nurseries  and  family  centres. 

The  Child  Sexual  Abuse  Training  Group  consists  of  nominees 
from  CCETSW,  NSPCC,  the  LA  Associations  and  the  Social 
Services  Inspectorate  with  knowledge  and  experience  of  child 
sexual  abuse  and/or  social  work  training.  Its  remit  covers 
specific  training  in  the  area  of  child  sexual  abuse,  and  the 
child  sexual  abuse  component  of  child  protection  training, 
provided  by  local  authorities  or  external  agencies  for  social 
services  staff  under  the  Training  Support  Programme  (Child 
Care). 

The  Group’s  responsibility  will  be  to: 

•  develop  standards  and  guidelines  for  the  design  of  local 
authority  in-service  training  programmes; 

•  run  workshops  during  May  1989  for  the  designated 
local  authority  training  organiser;  and 

•  identify  appropriate  existing  or  potential  external  child 
care  coures  for  local  authority  staff,  including  inter¬ 
disciplinary  courses,  with  a  substantial  child  sexual 
abuse  component. 

It  will  aim  to  complete  its  work  within  six  months. 

The  Group  will  be  arranging  to  consult  other  experts  in  the 
course  of  its  work. 

Reference 

DH  Press  Release  89/SS 

Scottish  Education  statistics 

First  Destination  Statistics  Graduates  and  Dipiomates 
from  Non-University  Higher  Education  Courses:  1980/81 
to  1986/87 

This  bulletin  (price  £1)  contains  information  about  students 
successfully  completing  full-time  and  sandwich  higher 
education  courses  at  the  grant-aided  and  local  authority 
colleges  in  Scotland.  The  Erst  destination  after  leaving  college 
is  given  together  with  further  details  of  employment  for  those 
entering  permanent  home  employment. 
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Placing  Requests  in  Education  Authority  Schoois 
This  bulletin  gives  information  on  the  number  of  placing 
requests  received  1^  education  authorities  during  the  period 
1  August  1987  to  31  July  1988  under  the  Education  (Sc^and) 
Act  1981,  which  conferred  upon  parents  the  right  to  make 
a  request  nominating  the  school  which  they  wished  their 
children  to  attend.  Some  information  is  also  given  about  the 
numbers  received  since  the  provision  was  introduced  in 
February  1982. 

University  Students 

This  bulletin  gives  numbers  of  full-time  students  (including 
those  on  sandwich  courses)  and  part-time  students  at  UK 
universities  in  December  1987,  and  recent  trends  in  the 
numbers  of  students  at  Scottish  universities.  It  also  includes 
a  section  on  students  registered  with  the  Open  University  in 
Scotland. 

Copies  of  these  Scottish  education  bulletins,  price  £1,  may 
be  obtained  from; 

Scottish  Office  Library 
Official  Publications  Sales 
Room  2/6S  New  St  Andrew’s  House 
Edinbuigh  EHl  3TG 
Telephone:  031-244  4806 

MANPOWER,  EARNINGS  AND  PRICES 

Revised  emplt^ment  estimates  for  1987  and  1988 
An  article  in  Employment  Gazette  April  1989,  describes 
revisions  which  have  been  made  to  the  employment  estimates 
-  both  of  employees  and  the  self-employed  -  to  take  account 
of  the  preliminary  results  of  the  1988  Labour  Force  Survey. 

The  Labour  Force  Surveys  (LFS)  have  been  used  since  July 
1984  to  help  derive  the  estimates  of  employees  in  employment. 
The  LFS  data  enable  the  Department  of  Employment  to  make 
allowance  for  the  persistent  tendency  for  the  Egures  derived 
from  the  regular  sample  survey  inquiries  of  employers  to 
underestimate  the  number  of  employees. 

The  LFS  also  provides  estimates  of  annual  change  in  the 
number  of  self-employed  which  are  used  to  update  the 
benchmark  figure  provided  by  the  Census  of  Population. 

Rcfmncc 

Employment  Gazette.  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

1988  Labour  Force  Survey-preliminary  results 
The  1988  Labour  Force  Survey  shows  strong  growth  in 
employment  since  1987  and  a  fall  in  the  number  of 
unemployed  people  similar  to  the  large  M  seen  in  the 
claimant  count  since  1987.  An  article  in  Employment  Gazette 
April  1989,  presents  further  results  and  comparisons  with 
earlier  years. 

The  preliminary  results  of  the  1988  Labour  Force  Survey 
(LFS)  show  an  estimated  25.1  million  people  in  employment 
attd  2 .4  million  unemployed  among  the  GB  private  hourehold 
population  aged  16  and  over  in  spring  1988. 


Between  spring  1987  and  spring  1988  employment  grew  by 
867,000  (3.6  per  cent)  -  nearly  60  per  cent  of  which  occurred 
among  full-time  employees  (-)-449J)00).  The  number  of  part- 
time  employees  continued  to  increase  (-t-178,000  or  3.8  per 
cent),  giving  a  total  rise  in  the  number  of  employees  of 677JOOO 
(3.3  per  cent)  in  the  year  to  spring  1988. 

The  numbers  of  self-employed  grew  by  159j000  (5.3  per  cent) 
between  spring  1987  arid  spring  198K  continuing  the  trend 
of  recent  years. 

A  technical  note  in  the  article  describes  the  survey  design; 
time  series  estimates;  confidentiality,  concepts  and  definitions. 

RcferoKC 

Employment  Gazette,  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

Labour  force  outlook  to  the  year  2000 
An  article  in  Employment  Gazette  April  1989,  presents 
projections  of  the  civilian  labour  force  in  Great  Britain  up 
to  the  end  of  the  century,  using  definitions  in  line  with 
international  recommendations.  They  incorporate  new 
(1987-based)  population  projections,  and  preliminary 
information  from  the  1988  Labour  Force  Survey.  I^t  and 
future  trends  in  the  size  and  con  position  of  the  labour  force 
are  explained,  and  alternative  assumptions  are  discussed. 

•  In  the  year  2000  the  civilian  labour  force  in  Great 
Britain  is  projected,  on  the  conventional  assumption 
of  an  unchanging  level  of  unemployment,  to  be  some 
1.0  million  higher  than  its  estimated  mid-1988  level  of 
27.6  million. 

•  Almost  all  (0.9  million,  some  90  per  cent)  of  the 
projected  itKtease  is  among  women,  who  are  expected 
to  make  up  44  per  cent  of  the  labour  force  ly  the  end 
of  the  century. 

•  There  is  a  projected  rise  of  2.3  million  among  people 
aged  25—^,  and  a  projected  foil  of  1.3  million  in  the 
labour  force  aged  under  25. 

•  New  projections  ly  the  Government  Actuary’s 
Department  suggest  that  the  population  cS  working  age, 
which  has  risen  by  2.0  million  in  the  decade  to  1987, 
will  increase  by  only  0.5  million  in  the  next  ten  years. 

•  The  population  of  16-19  year  olds  is  expected  to  foil 
to  a  minimum  of  2.6  million  in  1994, 1.1  million  down 
on  its  peak  12  years  earlier,  before  beginning  to  rise 
slightly  again. 

Rcferean 

Employment  Ga^e,  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

Practical  Ethnic  and  Sex  Monitoring  -  the  Calderdaie 
Experience 

Whilst  many  ‘equal  opportunity  employers’  collect  data,  very 
few  cany  out  effective  monitoring  of  ethnic  origin,  gender 
and  disability  of  employees  and  applicants.  Calderdaie 
Metropolitan  Borough  Council  uses  the  focilities  of  todty’s 
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human  resources  software  to  highlight  trends  and  provide 
the  analysis  for  the  direction  of  its  equal  opportunity  policy. 
The  authority’s  experience  is  described  in  Employment 
Gazette,  February  1989  by  Hilary  Harris,  Senior  Consultant, 
Percom  Limited. 

Calderdale  MBC  is  a  metropolitan  district  in  West  Yorkshire 
with  a  population  (rf’  193XX)0.  Some  3.4  per  cent  of  the 
population  -  almost  7j000  people  -  are  from  ^hnic  minorities, 
almost  all  of  Asian  extraction.  In  1985  Calderdale  adopted 
an  equal  opportunities  policy,  and  its  new  recruitment  and 
selection  requirements  came  into  force  for  all  categories  of 
vacancy  in  October  1986. 

Rcfercace 

Employment  Gazmr,  February  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

Training  in  Tburism 

This  article  in  Employment  Gazette,  F^ruary  1989,  examines 
new  career  development  initiatives  in  Britain’s  tourism 
industry.  In  particular,  it  looks  at  the  effect  that  continuing 
expansion  the  industry  is  having  on  the  recruitment, 
retention  and  career  structures  of  people  in  tourism-related 
jobs. 

A  wide  range  erf  activities  is  currently  being  undertaken  to 
market  the  tourism  industry  to  potential  and  existing  workers, 
as  well  as  clients  and  consumers.  The  Tourism  Training 
Initiative  is  designed  to  help  support  this  work  in  the  short 
term  so  that  the  tourism  iridustry  as  a  whole  can  go  on  to 
meet  the  opportunities  which  present  themselves  over  the  next 
few  years. 

Rrfjfrrucf 

Empioymem  Gasrtte.  February  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

Enterprise  in  Employtnent  lYaining 
An  article  in  Employment  Gazette,  February  1989  describes 
the  work  (rf  the  Business  and  Enterprise  Skills  Training 
(BEST)  consortium  and  organisation.  This  scheme  along  with 
others  under  the  Government’s  Employment  Training 
programme,  has  been  set  up  to  assist  people  to  start  their  own 
business. 

The  article  is  written  by  David  Irwin  and  Judith  Ball, 
respectively  Director  and  Training  Manager  of  the  local 
enterprise  agency.  Project  North  East. 

For  ftirther  information,  contact  The  BEST  Consortium 
Limited,  60  Grainger  Street,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NEl  SJG, 
telephone;  (091)261  7856. 

Rgftrwct 

Employment  Gazette,  Fdmury  1989  (HMSO)  (Piice  £3,80  net). 


Earnings  and  hours  of  manual  employees  in  October  15188 
An  article  in  Employment  Gazette  April  1989,  presents  the 
results  of  the  1988  survey  on  earnings  and  hours  of  manual 
employees,  a  survey  which,  in  various  forms,  has  been 
undertaken  periodically  since  1886. 


In  October  1988,  the  average  weekly  earnings  of  full-time 
numual  employees,  both  male  and  female,  on  adult  rates  in 
major  production  and  transport  industries  in  the  UK  were 
£198.57  for  some  43.5  hours  worked,  an  increase  of  7.9  per 
cent  on  the  corresponding  earnings  in  October  1987. 

For  manufecturing  industries,  the  corresponding  figures  were 
£192.55  for  42.4  hours  worked,  an  increase  in  average  weekly 
earnings  of  7.8  per  cent  on  the  October  1987  level. 

As  in  previous  surv^,  regional  analysis  of  earnings  and  hours 
for  mdes  and  females  on  adult  rates  have  been  prepared  where 
appropriate.  These  analyses  show  figures  for  the  standard 
regions  of  the  UK  for  each  broad  industry  group,  based  on 
SIC  1980.  Copies  of  the  analyses  are  available  at  a  cost  of 
£10  (postage  paid)  from  Department  of  Employment,  Statistics 
Al,  Exchange  House,  60  Exchange  Ro^,  Watford,  Herts 
WDl  7HH. 

Rcfemcc 

Employment  Gazette.  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3,80  net). 

Retail  prices  index:  updating  of  weights 
Every  year  the  weighting  of  the  retail  prices  index  is  updated 
in  the  light  of  the  latest  information  on  expenditure  patterns. 
An  article  in  Employment  Gazette,  April  1989,  describes  the 
latest  revisions  and  gives  the  weights  to  be  used  for  the  general 
index  in  1989. 

The  retail  prices  index  (RPI)  measures  the  change  from  month 
to  month  in  the  cost  of  a  representative  ‘basket’  of  goods  and 
services  of  the  sort  bou^t  1^  a  typical  household.  The 
‘weight’  attached  to  each  of  the  items  in  the  basket  is  revised 
every  year  using  the  latest  available  results  of  the  Family 
Expenditure  Survey  (FES). 

Data  for  the  year  ending  March  1988  have  now  been  used 
to  calculate  the  weights  to  be  employed  in  constructing  the 
RPI  from  February  1989  to  January  15190  inclusive. 

The  Department  of  Employment  releases  information  and 
indices  for  all  categories  of  expenditure  which  are  thought 
to  be  of  general  interest.  Individual  users  may  also  have  an 
interest  in  component  indices  and  the  Department  is  prepared 
to  consider  inaking  these  available.  Requests  should  be 
addressed  to: 

Department  of  Employment 
Statistics  Division  (Dl) 

Caxton  House 
Tothill  Street 
London  SWIH  9NF 

Reference 

Employment  Gazette,  April  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £3.80  net). 

Top  Salaries 

Report  No.  28  (rf  the  Review  B(xly  on  Top  Salaries  (Chairman, 
Lord  Plowden)  was  published  in  February  1989.  The  Report 
reviewed  the  salaries  of  the  higher  judiciary  and  certain  other 
judicial  appointments,  senior  civil  servants  and  senior  (rfficers 


in  the  armed  forces  and  recommended  revised  salaries  to  take 
effect  from  1  April  1989. 

Appendix  D  of  the  Report  gives  details  of  the  latest  survey 
of  top  salaries  in  the  private  sector  carried  out  the  Office 
of  Manpower  Economics  (which  provides  the  secretariat  for 
the  Review  Body).  The  survey  covered  salaries  and  other 
direct  remuneration  (such  as  bonuses,  commission  and  profit- 
sharing)  of  full-time  board  members  and  senior  executives 
at  1  July  1987  and  1  July  1988.  Usable  replies  were  obtained 
from  2()0  oiganisations  in  respect  of  3,077  posts.  The  response 
rate  was  82  per  cent. 

Appendix  E  presents  the  updated  results  of  the  annual  survey 
by  OME,  the  pre-appointment  earnings  of  judges  appointed 
throughout  the  Unit^  Kingdom. 

Reference 

Review  Body  on  Top  SoUtries,  Report  Na  28,  Twelfth  Report  on  Top  Salaries  Cm 
S81  (HMSO  Febnury  1989)  (Price  £3.30  net). 

Doctors’  and  Dentists’  Remuneration 
The  Nineteenth  Report  by  the  Review  Body  on  Doctors’  and 
Dentists’  Remuneration  (Chairman,  Sir  Graham  Wilkins)  was 
published  in  February  1989:  it  recommended  p^  levels,  for 
the  year  from  1  April  1989,  for  doctors  and  dentists  in  the 
National  Health  Service.  Results  of  a  survey  of  the  work  and 
responsibilities  of  associate  specialists  in  the  NHS,  which  was 
carried  out  in  early  1988,  is  available  from  OME. 

Details  of  the  p^  recommendations  are  in  Appendix  A. 

Reference 

Review  Body  on  Doctors '  and  Dentists  ’  Renumeration.  Nineteenth  Report  1989 
Cm  380  (HMSO  February  1989)  (Price  £3.90  rtet). 

Riy  of  Professions  Allied  to  Medicine 
The  Sixth  Report  on  Professions  Allied  to  Medicine  the 
Review  Body  for  Nursing  Staff,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors 
and  Professions  Allied  to  Medicine  (Chairman,  Sir  James 
Cleminson)  was  published  in  February  1989.  It  recommends 
pay  levels,  for  the  year  from  1  April  1989,  for  chiropodists, 
dietitians,  occupational  therapists,  orthoptists, 
physiotherapists,  radiographers,  and  related  grades  in  the 
National  Health  Service.  Current  and  recommended  pay 
scales  are  in  Appendix  A;  current  and  recommended  levels 
of  certain  allowances  are  in  Appendix  B;  and  details  of  the 
numbers  covered  and  paybill  are  in  Appendices  C  and  D 
respectively. 

Appendix  E  contains  the  results  of  a  survey  of  vacancies 
amongst  members  of  the  professions  employed  in  the  NHS. 
It  covered  all  222  district  health  authorities  or  equivalent  in 
Great  Britain,  of  which  193  (87  per  cent)  provided  usable 
information.  Results  are  given  profession,  and  by  grade, 
region/country,  London  weighting  zone  and  type  of  district 
both  in  total  within  each  of  the  five  largest  professions. 
Additionally,  the  results  of  an  unpublished  survey  -  covering 
early  career  pay  and  conditions  of  service  for  jobs  outside 
the  NHS  with  anemic  entry  requirements  equivalent  to  those 
required  for  entrance  to  the  professions  allied  to  medicine 
or  to  training  for  them  -  was  used  by  the  Review  Body  in 
the  course  of  the  review. 


Rcfeniice 

Review  Body  for  Nursing  Su^.  Midwives.  Health  Vuitors  and  Professions  Allied 
to  Medicine,  Sixth  Report  on  Professions  Allied  to  Medicine,  1989  Cm  378 
(HMSO  February  19^)  (Price  £4.80  net). 

Riy  of  Nursing  Staff,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors 
The  Sixth  Report  on  Nursing  Staff,  Midwives  and  Health 
Visitors  by  the  Review  Body  for  Nursing  Staff,  Midwives, 
Health  Visitors  and  Professions  Allied  to  Medicine 
(Chairman,  Sir  James  Cleminson)  was  published  in  February 
1989  and  recommends  pay  levels  in  the  National  Health 
Service  for  the  year  from  1  April  1989.  Current  and 
recommended  pay  scales  are  in  A{^ndix  A;  current  and 
recommended  levels  of  leads  and  certain  allowances  in 
Appendix  B;  and  details  of  the  numbers  covered  and  paybill 
are  in  Appendices  C  and  D  respectively. 

The  results  of  two  unpublished  surveys  -  covering  vacancies 
in  the  NHS  and  early  career  pty  and  conditions  of  service 
for  jobs  outside  the  NHS  with  academic  entry  requirements 
equivalent  to  those  required  for  entrance  to  schools  of  nursing 
-  were  used  1^  the  Review  Body  in  the  course  of  the  review. 

Reference 

Review  Body  for  Nursing  Ste^.  Midwives.  Health  Visitors  and  Professions  Allied 
to  Medicine.  Sixth  Report  on  Nursing  Staff,  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors.  1989 
Cm  377  (HMSO  Fdwuary  1989)  (Price  £3.30  net). 

Armed  Forces  Fay 

The  Eighteenth  Report  by  the  Review  Body  on  Armed  Forces 
Fy  (Chairman,  Sir  Ftter  Matthews)  was  published  in 
February  1989  and  recommends  pay,  accommodation  and 
food  charges  for  Service  ranks  up  to  and  including  Brigadier 
(and  equivalent),  to  apply  from  1  April  1989. 

Details  of  the  main  recommended  levels  of  military  salary 
(in  Army  terms)  are  in  Ikbles  1-3,  and  of  accominodation 
charges  in  Ikbles  4-9.  Equivalent  levels  for  1  April  1988  are 
in  Appendices  3  and  4  respectively. 

The  results  of  three  unpublished  remuneration  surveys  - 
covering  comparators  for  Officers,  Corporals,  and  Warrant 
Officers  and  ^nior  Non-commissioned  Officers  -  were  used 
by  the  Review  Body  as  a  guide  to  judgement  in  determining 
appropriate  levels  of  military  salary.  Appendix  2  gives  the 
background  to  the  earnings  comparisons  undertaken  ly  the 
Review  Body. 

Rcfermcc 

Review  Body  on  Armed  forces  Hty,  Eighteenth  Repon  1989  Cm  379  (HMSO 
Febnury  1989)  (Price  £4.80  net). 

AGRICULTURE  AND  POOD 

Agricultural  Censuses  and  Surveys 

Cereals  Stocks  Survey  -  England  and  Wiles 

The  results  of  the  monthly  sample  surveys  of  on-farm  stocks 

and  disposals  of  home-grown  wheat  and  barley  were 

published: 

September  1988  MAFF  Statistics  272/88  on 
15  December  1988. 

October  1988  MAFF  Statistics  171/89  on 
30  January  1989. 
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Grain  Fed  to  Livestock  Survey  1988/89 

The  results  of  the  monthly  sample  surveys  of  straight  grain 

fed  to  livestock  were  published  as  follows: 

1-30  September  1988  M\FF  Statistics  270/88  on 
9  De^mber  1988. 

1-31  October  1988  MAFF  Statistics  10/89  on 
18  January  1989. 

1-30  November  1988  MAFF  Statistics  35/89  on 
17  February  1989. 

Survey  of  Farmed  Deer  September  1988 

The  results  of  this  new  survey  were  published  in  MAFF 

Statistics  32/89  dated  14  Febrtiary  1989. 

1988  Harvest:  Estimate  of  Cereals  Production  -  England  and 
Wdes 

The  results  of  the  January  1989  Cereals  Production  Survey 
were  given  in  MAFF  Statistics  38/39  on  21  February  1989 

Straw  Survey  1988  -  England  and  Wxles 
Results  giving  details  of  straw  harvested,  ploughed  in  or 
burned  from  a  controlled  sample  cereal  growing  forms  with 
comparative  figures  for  1987.  Published  in  MAFF  Statistics 
25/89  on  7  February  1989. 

June  1988  Agricultural  Returns  for  England  and  United 
Kingdom 

The  final  results  of  the  June  1988  agricultutal  and  horticultural 
census  were  published  in  MAFF  Statistics  40/89  on  24 
February  1989. 

Turkey  Survey 

Results  of  this  annual  survey  based  on  data  provided  \yy 
occupiers  of  agricultural  holdings  in  England  and  >\hles  who 
rear  turkeys  were  published  in  MAFF  Statistics  53/89  on  6 
March  1989. 

December  Agricultural  Census  1988 
The  results  of  the  December  1988  Agricultural  Census  for 
England  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  published  in  MAFF 
Press  Release  55/89  on  6  March  1989. 

Committee  On  Food  Safety 

Kenneth  Clarke,  Secretary  of  State  for  Health,  announced  on 
21  February  1989  that  Sir  Mark  Richmond,  Professor  of 
Molecular  Microbiology  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  MaiKhester 
University  will  be  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Microbiological  Food  Safety. 

The  Committee’s  terms  of  reference  will  be:  ‘To  advise  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Health,  the  Minister  for  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  the  Secretaries  of  State  of  >^Ues,  Scodand 
and  Northern  Ireland  on  matters  remitted  to  it  ly  Ministers 
relating  to  the  microbiological  safety  of  food  and  on  such 
matters  as  it  considers  need  investigation.’ 

The  Committee  will  look  at  the  increasing  incidence  of  food- 
borne  illnesses  particularly  from  salmonella,  listeria  and 
Campylobacter.  It  will  try  to  establish  whether  this  rise  is 
link^  to  changes  in  agriculture  and  food  production,  food 
technology  and  distribution,  retailing,  catering  and  food 


handling  in  the  home.  It  will  reconunend  action  where 
appropriate. 

It  is  intended  that  the  Committee  will  have  an  expert 
membership  which  will  include:  an  epidemiologist,  a 
microbiologist,  an  environmental  health  officer,  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  a  former,  and  food  scientists  with  experience  in 
production,  distribution  and  catering.  Consumer  interests  will 
also  be  represented  on  the  Conunittee. 

Sir  Mark  Richmond,  FRS,  aged  58,  is  currently  Professor 
of  Molecular  Microbiology  and  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Manchester  University.  He  is  also  currently  Chairman  of  the 
Conunittee  of  Vice-Chancellors  and  Principals.  Among  his 
various  posts  in  his  career  he  has  been  Chairman  of  the  British 
National  Committee  for  Microbiology,  Member  of  the  Lister 
Institute,  and  Member  of  the  Jarratt  Committee  for  University 
Efficiency. 

Reference 

DH  Prrss  Release  No  89/68 

COMPUTER  ENVIRONMENT 

CSO  Databank  Service  for  End-Users  of  Data  on  Disk 
CSO  Databank  is  the  service  provided  ty  the  Central 
Statistical  Office  (CSO)  to  users  of  macro  economic  time 
series  data  who  wish  to  use  this  information  in  computer 
readable  form. 

Up  to  now,  only  a  tape  service  has  been  available  from  the 
CSO.  We  now  propose  to  extend  the  service  to  provide  some 
of  the  datasets  on  disk,  written  as  ASCII  text  which  can  be 
viewed  on  screen,  and  read  by  popular  spreadsheet  programs 
such  as  LOTUS  and  SMART  (but  not,  for  example, 
SUPERCALC).  Data  will  be  available  on  either  31^"  disks 
(at  double  density)  or  5  '4  ”  disks  (at  high  density). 

The  first  dataset  to  be  made  available  in  this  format  is  the 
1989  edition  of  Economic  Trends  Armual  Supplement. 
(Announcements  will  be  made  later  about  the  conversion  to 
disk  of  other  datasets.) 

The  files  on  the  disk  each  contain  a  variant  of  one  table  of 
ETAS;  each  variant  of  a  table  can  be  loaded  directly  into  most 
spreadsheets.  The  layout  of  the  spreadsheet  corresponds  to 
that  of  the  corresponding  table  in  the  publication,  and  the 
spreadsheet  gives  the  long  run  data  for  all  the  series  it 
contains.  All  textual  information  is  contained  in  double  quotes 
so  that  it  can  be  handled  correctly  ly  different  spreadsheets. 

All  end-users  wishing  to  receive  data  on  disk  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  standard  Databank  end-user  contract,  but  only 
one  contract  need  be  signed  to  cover  subsequent  ad  hoc  or 
regular  updates  of  datasets  as  they  become  available  on  disk. 

The  cost  of  the  ETAS  dataset  containing  long  run  data  for 
650  basic  series  and  associated  periodicities  is  £120. 
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Further  details  and  a  specimen  contract  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Databank  Manager  (telqrhone:  01-ZX)  6386, 6387  or  6381). 

Information  Technology  in  the  Production  Sector 
Reliable  information  about  the  degree  to  which  individual 
industries  within  the  production  sector  have  employed 
information  technology  (IT)  has  been  lacking.  Discussions 
within  the  Department  of  Dade  and  Industry  led  to  an  attempt 
to  remedy  this  situation,  featuring  in  the  Atmual  Census 
of  Production  for  1986  questions  on  three  aspects  of  this 
process  of  ‘diffusion’. 

Contributors  to  the  inquiry  were  asked  to  provide  data  on; 

•  the  number  of  employees  who  spend  all  of  their  time 
on  the  provision  of  computer  and  associated  data 
corrununications  facilities,  services  and  support; 

•  capital  expenditure  on  computer  and  associated  data 
communications  equipment,  and 

•  payments  for  the  hiring,  leasing  or  renting  of  computer 
and  associated  data  corrununications  equipment. 

Leaving  aside  detailed  publication  in  the  individual  industry 
reports  of  the  annual  census  of  production  for  1986,  an  article 
in  British  Business  10  February  1989,  gives  the  first  full 
publication  of  the  results  obtained  from  the  questions  in  a 
form  to  allow  easy  comparison  between  industries. 

Inquiries  regarding  this  subject  should  be  addressed  to: 

Mr  A  Mehta 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 

Statistics  LA 

Room  624 

Kingsgate  House 

68-74  Victoria  Street 

London  SWIE  6SW 

Telephone:  01-215  2589 

Refermcc 

British  Business  (Deptrtment  of  TVade  and  Industry)  (Price  £1.40  net). 

Government’s  Approach  to  IT 

A  White  Paper  is  the  Goverrunent’s  reply  to  the  House  of 
Commons  Select  Conunittee’s  report  on  Information 
Technology  (IT).  To  meet  the  Committee’s  concerns  about 
the  coherence  of  government  policy  the  response  is  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  the  Government’s  policy  towards 
IT.  It  also  addresses  each  of  the  Conunittee’s  52  detailed 
reconunendations. 

The  Government  are  unable  to  accept  the  following  three 
themes  of  the  Coirunittee’s  report: 

•  All  aspects  of  IT  policy  should  be  the  responsibility 
of  a  single  Minister  or  department.  The  Government 
do  not  believe  this  is  either  feasible  or  desirable:  IT 
touches  on  many  aspects  of  govenunent  policy. 


•  Government,  as  a  single  purchaser  of  IT,  should  make 
greater  use  of  its  influence  in  the  marketplace.  The 
Govenunent  do  not  agree  that  it  is  appropriate  to  view 
central  govenunent  -  or  the  public  sector  -  as  a  single 
purchaser.  Govenunent  departments  and  other  public 
sector  bodies  have  widely  differing  needs.  Moreover, 
the  Government  do  not  consider  that  public 
procurement  should  be  used  as  a  policy  instrument  to 
pull-through  technology. 

•  The  roles  of  DTI  and  CCTA  should  be  re-aligned.  The 
Government  consider  that  DTI  and  CCTA  have  distinct 
roles.  DTI  works  throughout  the  economy  to  promote 
best  practice;  to  stimulate  technology  transfer;  to 
improve  the  efficiency  and  competitiveness  of  the  IT 
market;  and  to  encourage  collaborative  research.  CCTA 
is  reponsible  for  promoting  business  efficiency  and 
value  for  money  in  the  development  and  use  of 
information  systems  by  government  departments  and 
agencies.  DTI  is  concerned  to  see  that  messages  it  is 
putting  across  to  business  users  are  heard,  as 
appropriate,  in  the  public  sector.  A  new  Dn/CCTA 
hi^-level  committee  has  been  established  to  formalise 
existing  links  on  matters  of  conunon  interest. 

Reference 

Information  Ttchnotogy  Cm  646  (HMSO)  (Price  £AXO  net). 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  SERVICE  INDUSTRIES 

Business  Monitors  -  Aiuiual  Census  of  Production  1987 
Readers  of  Statistical  News  are  made  aware  of  the  results  of 
the  1987  Census  of  Production  as  the  Business  Monitors 
become  available.  A  list  of  the  first  of  these  monitors  to  be 
published  is  given  below. 


Business  Description  Standard  Industrial 

Monitor  Classification 

Number  1980  Group 

RM20  Coke  ovens  120 

R<M30  ExtractKMi  of  mineral  oil  and  natural  gas  130 

MITO  Vr^ter  supply  industry  130 

BK210  Extraction  and  preparation  of  metalliferous  ores  210 

Rik222  Steel  tubes  222 

Rd4l  Structural  clay  products  241 

BV242  Cement,  lime  and  plaster  242 

PN244  A^ieslos  goods  244 

R\246  Abrasive  products  246 

n\2S7  Pharmaceutical  products  237 

FA258  Soap  and  toilet  preparatkMis  258 

Rk2S9  Specialised  chemical  products  mainly  for  household  and  office  use  259 

n\260  Production  of  man-m^  fibres  260 

R\31l  Foundries  311 

nK312  Forging,  pressing  and  stamping  312 

n\3l4  Metal  do^,  windows,  etc.  314 

R\321  Agricultural  machinery  and  tractors  321 

nA323  Textile  machinery  323 

RA326  Mechanical  power  transmission  equipment  326 

n043  Electrical  equipment  for  industrial  use,  aiKl  batteries  343 

and  accumulators 

PA346  Domestic-type  electric  appliances  346 

R047  Electric  lamps  and  other  electric  lighting  equipment  347 

n\352  Motor  vehicle  bodies,  trailers  and  caravans  352 

PA362  Railway  and  tramway  vdiicles  362 

n065  Miscellaneous  vehicles  365 

n072  Medical  and  surgical  equipment  and  orthopaedic  appliances  372 

FA374  Clocks,  watches  and  other  timing  devices  374 

PMH  Processing  of  fruit  and  v^etaMes  414 

PA415  Fish  processing  415 

n\416  Grain  milling  416 

IA420  Sugar  and  sugar  by-products  420 
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Bustness 

Memaor 

Number 

Description 

Smtiard  Imbatrial 
Classificalion 
1990  Group 

rM26 

Wines,  cider  and  perry 

426 

nM29 

Ibbacco  industry 

429 

nM32 

CoQon  and  silk  Industries 

432 

FM33 

Throwing,  texturing,  etc.  of  continuous  yam 

433 

nM34 

Spinning  and  weaving  of  flax,  hemp  and  ramie 

434 

FM3S 

iuie  and  polypropylene  yams  and  febrics 

435 

nMS6 

Fur  goods 

456 

RMM 

Sawmilling,  planing,  etc.  of  wood 

461 

nM63 

Builders’  carpentry  and  joinery 

463 

RMM 

Wxiden  cofMainers 

464 

M46S 

Miscellaneous  wooden  articles 

465 

RMfi6 

Articles  of  cork  and  plaiting  materials,  brushes  and  brooms  466 

RU7I 

Pulp,  paper  and  board 

471 

RM72 

Conversioo  of  |Mper  and  board 

472 

nM92 

Musical  instruments 

492 

RIU9S 

Miscellaneous  manufecturing  industries 

495 

Copies  of  these  Business  Monitors  are  available  on  standing 
order  from  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office,  PO  Box  276, 
London  SW  SDT,  (Telef^ne:  01-622  3316)  or  through  any 
Government  Bookshop. 

Further  information  on  the  PA  series  of  Business  Monitors 
and  Censuses  generally  can  be  obtained  from; 

Mr  J  Dowsell 

Business  Statistics  Office 

Government  Buildings 

Cardiff  Road 

Newport 

Gwent  NP9  IXG 

Telephone;  0633-56111  Ext  2455. 

Individual  Monitors  or  a  free  brochure  describing  the  foil 
range  of  Monitors  with  prices  and  order  form  may  be  obtained 
from; 

The  Librarian 

Business  Statistics  Office 

Government  Buildings 

Cardiff  Road 

Newport 

Gwent  NP9  IXG 

Telephone;  0633-56111  Ext  2973. 

Series  and  weights  used  in  the  Index  Output  of  the 
production  industries,  1985-based 
In  September  last  year,  as  part  of  the  exercise  to  rebase  the 
United  Kingdom  National  Accounts,  a  new  index  of 
production  was  introduced  the  Central  Statistical  Office. 
The  index  is  based  on  1985=100  and  uses  the  Standard 
Industrial  Classification  1980.  An  Occasional  Paper  (No.  22) 
is  now  available  describing  in  detail  the  series  and  weights 
used  in  the  new  index,  their  indicators  and  sources  and  a 
market  sector  analysis.  This  new  Paper  replaces  the  earlier 
1980-based  Occasional  Papers  Nos.  18  and  21  and  is  available, 
priced  at  £H)  (cash  with  order),  from  Office  Support  Section, 
Room  62/3,  Central  Statisticid  Office,  Great  Grotge  Street, 
London  SWIP  3AQ.  Cheques  should  be  made  p^ble  to 
Cabinet  Office. 


Vehicle  Production  1988 

An  article  in  British  Business,  27  January  1989  gives  figures 
for  vehicle  production  for  the  home  and  export  market. 

Car  production  in  1988  at  1.23  million  units  was  seven  per 
cent  higher  than  in  1987  and  the  highest  recorded  figure  for 
any  year  since  1977. 

Conunercial  vehicle  production  in  1988  at  318.7  thousand 
units,  29  per  cent  above  the  1987  level,  has  exceeded  that  of 
any  year  since  1980. 

Reference 

Brifish  Business  (Department  of  Tkede  and  Industry)  (Price  £1.40  net). 

Small  Firms  Merit  Award  for  R  &  T 
An  article  in  British  Business,  17  March  1989  states  that  DTI 
will  be  spending  £29m  over  the  next  three  years  to  encourage 
innovation  in  one-man  businesses  and  small  firms.  This  will 
be  the  value  of  awards  made  under  the  Small  Firms  Merit 
Award  for  Research  and  Technology  (SMART). 

The  competition,  which  was  launched  last  year  as  part  of  the 
Government’s  Enterprise  Initiative,  initially  offered  100 
awards.  This  response  was  so  great  —  930  applications  — 
that  Ministers  decided  to  increase  the  number  (tf  awards  to  140. 

Wsrthwhile  entries  came  from  all  parts  the  UK  and  covered 
a  wide  range  of  technologies,  from  drug-testing  and  dry  rot 
detection  to  robots  and  road  breakers. 

This  year  150  awards  are  being  offered,  for  individuals  and 
firms  with  fewer  than  50  employees.  Some  of  them  have  been 
reporting  on  the  progress  of  their  projects  so  for. 

There  are  two  parts  to  the  competition.  Ibtal  payments  in  stage 
one  cover  75  per  cent  of  first-year  costs  of  up  to  £50,000,  for 
feasibility  study  and  project  development.  This  includes  an 
advatKe  p^ment  of  £12,500. 

Stage  two  offers  about  half  the  holders  of  stage  one  awards 
50  per  cent  of  allowable  costs  of  up  to  £200,000  for  product 
and  process  development  during  the  following  year. 

All  areas  of  technology  within  DTI’s  remit  are  eligible  for 
the  awards,  but  there  is  emphasis  on  biotechnology, 
information,  advanced  materials  and  advanced  manufacturing 
technologies. 

Further  details  and  application  forms  are  available  from  DTI’s 
regional  offices,  Vfelsh  Office,  Scottish  Office  and  Northern 
Ireland  Department  of  Economic  Development.  The  closing 
date  is  9  June.  Winners  will  be  announced  in  October. 

Reference 

British  Business  (Department  of  lYade  and  Industry)  (Price  1.40  weekly). 

Review  of  Iburism  Statistics 

A  report  commissioned  jointly  by  the  Employment 
Department  and  the  British  Tourist  Authority  from  I^nell 
Kerr  Forster  Associates  (PKFA)  on  the  statistical  needs  of 
the  tourism  industry  has  now  been  completed. 
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PKFA  interviewed  individuals  and  oiganisations  in  the  tourism 
industry  to  find  out  how  statistics  are  used  and  how  they  might 
be  improved.  The  Report  makes  35  recommendations  in  total, 
ranging  from  maintaining  the  precision  of  the  International 
Passenger  Survey  to  making  statistics  more  readily  and  easily 
available  to  the  industry  on  a  commercial  basis. 

Copies  of  the  Report  have  been  placed  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  House  of  Lords  libraries.  Free  copies  of  the 
management  summary  and  the  response  to  the 
recommendations  by  the  Employment  Department  and  the 
British  Tourist  Authority,  or  full  copies  of  the  report  price 
£25  post  free,  are  available  from  the  Employment 
Department,  Room  209,  Steel  House,  Tothill  Street,  London 
SWIH  9NF.  Cheques  should  be  made  pt^ble  to  the 
Employment  Department. 

ENERGY 

Energy  Consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom 
An  article  by  Matt  Semple  of  Department  of  Energy  which 
will  appear  in  the  May  issue  of  Economic  Trends  looks  at 
trends  in  energy  consumption,  particularly  since  the  Second 
World  War,  and  how  they  compare  with  developments  in  the 
national  economy.  It  indicates  that  the  apparent  decoupling 
of  the  energy  consumption/GDP  relationship  due  to  the  oil 
price  ‘hikes’  in  the  1970s  and  the  subsequent  recessions  was 
not  permanent.  It  argues  that  these  can  be  viewed  as  having 
had  downwards  ‘ratchet’  effects  on  energy  consumption,  and 
discusses  the  estimated  ‘savings’  in  1988  energy  use 
attributable  to  these  effects. 

Rtfergacc 

'Enefgy  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom’,  Economic  Thends.  (HMSO  May 
1989)  (Price  £9.25  net). 

TRANSPORT 

Waterborne  Freight  in  the  United  Kingflom  1987 
The  latest  in  this  series  of  reports  was  published  on  29 
December  jointly  the  Department  of  Transport  (DI^)  and 
Maritime  Distribution  Systems  (MDS).  This  publication 
updates  the  1986  survey  statistics  published  a  year  ago. 

The  statistics  describe  the  movement  of  freight  on  inland 
waterways,  as  one-port  traffic  and  by  coastwise  shipping, 
giving  tonnages  and  tonne-mileage  in  1987.  Also  included  are 
tiriK  series  back  to  1977.  Traffic  is  analysed  by  mode  of 
appearance,  main  conunodities  and  I9  type  of  movement. 
Fbrt  groups  of  origin  and  destination  are  given,  as  is  waterway 
capacity  in  the  case  of  inland  waterwr^s. 

The  waterborne  freight  infomuttion  given  continues  the  series 
b^iun  with  the  first  benchmark  survey  of  1980  (see  Statistical 
News  59.41).  A  further  benchmark  survey  of  1985  was 
published  in  December  1986  and  mention^  in  Statistical 
News  75.47.  Transport  Statistics  Great  Britain  1977-1987 
(published  in  October  1988)  includes  some  provisional  results 
for  1987. 


0244  48301.  Enquiries  may  also  be  directed  lo  P  J  Mullock.  Dlj>.  A201.  Romney 
House,43  Marshiun  Street,  London  SWIP  3PY. 

Port  Statistics  for  1988  (provisional) 

Provisional  port  statistics  for  1988  were  published  jointly  by 
the  Department  of  Transport  and  the  British  Ports  Federation 
in  May.  This  is  the  fifth  in  a  series  of  annual  bulletins  giving 
provisional  port  traffic  statistics  as  early  as  possible,  but  the 
first  to  include  freight  traffic  on  a  United  Kingdom  basis  (for 
1988  data  only  -  previous  years’  data  remains  on  a  GB  basis). 

The  bulletin  contains  1988  statistics  compiled  without  waiting 
for  complete  returns  for  every  port,  using  estimates  where 
necessary  for  those  missing.  The  bulletin  contains  tables  on 
total  foreign  and  domestic  traffic  mode  of  appeanmce  and 
principal  bulk  commodities.  Other  statistics  include  container 
and  roll-on  traffic  through  each  of  the  larger  ports, 
international  passenger  and  passenger  vehicle  movements. 

Final  statistics  for  1988  will  be  published,  in  much  more  detail 
and  with  related  statistics  from  other  sources,  in  Port  Statistics 
1988  in  September. 

Reference 

fbn  Statistics  Bulletin  •  Frowional  Traffic  Statistics  1988  is  iviilabk  from  the 
British  Ikms  Fedention.  Commonwealth  House.1-19  New  Oxford  Street.  London 
WCIA  IDZ,  Telephone:  (H-242  120a  (Price  £12). 

lYwishipment  of  UK  Seaborne  Intematioiia]  IVade 
In  1987  the  Department  of  Transport  (DTjp)  and  the  British 
Ports  Federation  (BPF)  jointly  sponsored  a  12-month  study 
by  the  Transport  Studies  Group  of  the  Polytechnic  of  Centr^ 
London  into  the  causes  and  effects  of  the  use  of  continental 
ports  for  the  transhipment  of  UK  deep-sea  trade.  The  study 
report  was  publish^  in  April. 

Transhipment  of  UK  deep-sea  trade,  via  continental  ports 
(particularly  Rotterdam  and  Antwerp),  has  increased  over 
most  of  the  past  ten  years.  Such  a  change  in  the  pattern  of 
cargo  movement  has  important  implications  for  shippers, 
shipping  lines  and  ports. 

The  results  of  the  study  should  help  UK  ports  with  their 
marketing  and  planning,  enable  the  Department  to  identify 
the  impact  of  transhipment  and  provide  the  UK  freight 
transport  industry  with  information  on  the  changing  pattern 
of  UK  trade. 


•  to  analyse  the  major  factors  underlying  decisions  to 
tranship  UK  deep-sea  trade  (exports  and  imports)  via 
the  continent  rather  than  to  ship  directly  from  or  to 
a  UK  port,  and  to  identify  whether  such  factors  are 
likely  to  lead  to  significant  changes  in  transhipment 
volumes  in  the  future; 

•  to  assess  the  effects  of  transhipment  on  the  UK 
transports  sector  (ie  ports,  shipping  lines,  freight 
forw^ers,  exporters,  importers  and  hauliers). 


The  terms  of  reference  of  the  study  were: 


Marrionie  Frtight  in  the  United  Kingdom  1987  is  nvulable.  price  £IS.  from 
Msidine  and  Distribution  Systems.  28  City  Road.  Chester,  CHI  3AE,  telephone: 
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Rifemcc 

Thmshipmeru  of  UK  Thade  b  ivtilabk  from  the  British  Ibrts  Federation. 

Comroonwealdi  House.  1-19  New  Oxford  Street.  London  WCIA  IDZ.  TUephooe: 

01-242  1200.  (price  £80).  A  previous  report.  Thmshipment  of  UK  Deep’Sea 

Trade,  1976-84,  giving  statbbcs  for  trai^pment  in  Belgian  and  Dutch  ports,  was 

compiled  by  the  Department  and  b  still  obiainaMe  from  the  BPF  (price  £2S). 

Origiiis,  DestinatkMis  and  lYansport  of  UK  International 
IVade 

In  1986,  at  the  request  of  Eurotunnel,  who  covered  most  of 
the  cost,  the  Department  of  Transport  (DI^)  were  able  to 
repeat  an  earlier  survey  on  the  origins  and  destinations  of 
UK  international  trade.  The  arranged  for  Customs  & 
Excise  to  carry  out  a  sample  survey  of  import  and  export 
consigrunent  items  in  198^87,  by  means  of  questionnaires 
to  the  traders  or  agents,  to  determine  the  origins  and 
destinations  and  the  ttKxle  of  transport  used.  The  completed 
survey  questionnaires,  collated  with  information  originally 
declared  to  Customs,  were  passed  to  the  En]p  and  put  onto 
a  SIR  database.  Results  of  this  work  are  now  published  in 
this  report. 

The  survey  was,  as  for  as  possible,  comparable  with  the  earlier 
survey  carried  out  by  the  National  Forts  Council  and  the  DTp 
in  1978.  That  survey,  however,  excluded  the  fuel  trade  and 
air  mode  but  had  a  larger  sample.  The  purpose  of  the  survey 
was: 

•  to  identify  quantitatively  the  inland  origins  of  exports 
and  the  destinations  of  imports  in  UK  international 
trade,  both  seaborne  and  airborne; 

•  to  determine  the  inodes  of  inland  transport  used  to  and 
from  UK  seaports  and  airports,  the  international 
transport  routes  used  and  the  overseas  inland  transport 
in  the  EC  and  USA. 

The  report  provides  a  summary  of  the  main  findings  of  the 
survey  with  a  detailed  account  of  the  methodology.  Many  of 
the  tables  are  modelled  on  those  published  in  the  1978  report 
for  ease  of  comparison.  Details  of  the  sample  are  set  out 
below.  The  main  source  for  control  totals  for  grossing  up 
purposes  was  the  Overseas  Trade  Database  built  up  1^  the 
Dfy>  from  Customs  data. 


Exports 

Imports 

Total 

Questioiiiaires  despatched 

23,669 

2a947 

44,616 

Total  replies 

17M7 

12,955 

30602 

Usable  questioiinaires 

16,237 

ia915 

27,152 

%  of  questionnaires  desp. 

69 

52 

61 

Reference 

OrigUu,  Destinations  and  Transport  of  UK  International  Trade  1986 
(HMSO  Miy  1989) 

The  Department  of  Transport  is  also  prepared  to  provide,  at 
cost,  special  tabulations  to  users’  own  specifications  to 
supplement  information  given  in  this  publication.  Enquiries 
should  be  made  to  P  J  Mullock,  Forts  Statistics  Branch,  DTp, 
A201,  Romney  House,  43  Marsham  Street,  London  SWIP 
3PY,  (Telephone:  01-276  8520). 


International  Comparisons  of  IVansport  Statistics.  Fart 
2.  Road  Accident  Deaths 

The  Directorate  of  Statistics  in  the  Department  of  Transport 
are  frequently  asked  for  the  statistics  for  our  European  cousins 
and  how  we,  in  the  UK,  compare  with  them. 

One  particular  area  of  interest  is  road  accidents  and  the  effects 
of  the  various  safety  measures  introduced  over  the  past  few 
years. 

In  order  to  meet  this  demand  the  Directorate  has  compiled 
and  published,  through  HMSO,  a  report  on  international 
comparisons  dealing  solely  with  road  accident  deaths. 
Although  it  is  difficult  to  draw  firm  conclusions  from 
international  comparisons,  mainly  because  of  the  differences 
in  definitions  and  statistical  terminology  used,  there  is 
sufficient  statistical  evidence  to  indicate  the  differing  trends 
and  comparisons  with  the  main  European  countries. 

The  standard  definition  of  ‘death  in  a  road  accident’ 
recommended  1^  the  United  Nations  (death  within  30  days 
of  a  road  accident)  has  not  yet  been  adopted  in  all  countries. 
Even  when  using  standardized  data  variations  between 
countries  in  the  number  of  their  road  accident  fatalities  does 
not  necessarily  mean  that  one  country’s  road  safety  policy 
is  better  or  worse  than  that  of  another.  Differences  m^  be 
attributable  to  a  number  of  geographical  and  socio-economic 
factors,  such  as  widely  different  traffic  conditions,  climatic 
and  topograifoical  conditions,  population  density,  road  systems 
and  road  user  attitudes  and  behaviour. 

Historical  tables  have  been  derived  from  the  basic  road  user 
and  age  group  data  to  show  the  rate  of  death  population 
and  vehicle  kilometres.  Graphics  have  been  included  to  assist 
in  the  interpretation  of  the  data. 

The  report  also  contains  a  list  of  the  principal  road  safety 
measures  taken  over  the  period  1983  to  1986  for  most  of  the 
countries  identified  in  this  bulletin. 

Enquiries  regarding  the  details  in  the  report  should  be 
addressed  to: 

International  Transport  Statistics  Branch 

Department  of  Transjxirt 

Room  A2.()6 

Romney  House 

43  Marsham  Street 

London  SWIP  3PY 

Telephone:  01-276  8539 

Reference 

Transport  Statistics  Report:  IntemariontU  Comparisons  of  Road  Accident  Deaths 
(HMSO).  price  on  ap^ication  to  HMSO. 

NATIONAL  ACCOUNTS 

An  Investigation  into  Balancing  the  UK  National  and 
Financial  Accounts,  1985-7 

An  article  in  the  February  issue  of  Economic  Trends  reported 
on  the  first  six  months  of  experimental  work  by  the  Central 
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Statistical  OfTice  (CSO)  aimed  at  providing  balanced  national 
and  financial  accounts  for  the  years  1985  to  1987. 

The  project  was  in  response  to  large  imbalances  in  the 
accounts  over  the  last  few  years  which  have  made  it  difficult 
to  interpret  economic  performance.  The  work,  which  was 
based  on  information  published  in  last  September’s  National 
Accounts  ‘Blue  Book’,  was  undertaken  the  CSO,  with  the 
assistance  of  other  government  departments  and  the  Bank  of 
England. 

The  article  describes  the  approach  adopted  by  the  CSO  to 
eliminate  the  imbalaiKes,  using  conventional  mathematical 
techniques  and  largely  subjective  assessments  of  the  quality 
of  the  series  in  the  accounts.  Sets  of  accounts  were  produced 
using  varying  assumptions  about  these  assessments. 

The  work  so  fer  has  not  produced  a  set  of  accounts  considered 
to  be  better  than  those  regularly  published.  The  CSO  intends 
to  continue  to  develop  the  work  and,  in  particular,  to  extend 
it  to  1988  when  foil  accounts  for  that  year  are  available. 

Comments  on  the  article  will  be  very  welcome,  and  should 
be  sent  to: 

Mr  E  A  Doggett 
Central  Statistical  Office 
Great  George  Street 
London  SWIP  3AQ 

Refereocc 

Economc  Trends,  No.  424«  February  1989  (HMSO)  (Price  £9.25). 

HOME  FINANCE 

FiiiaiKial  Statement  and  Budget  Report  1989-90 
The  FinarKial  Statement  and  Budget  Report  1989-90  (FSBR), 
published  on  14  March  1989,  supplements  the  Chancellor’s 
Budget  Statement.  It  describes  the  Medium  Term  Financial 
Strategy  (MTFS);  outlines  develt^ments  in  the  economy  over 
the  past  year;  provides  forecasts  to  mid-1990;  details  the 
government’s  tax  proposals  and  brings  together  the  financial 
position  of  the  public  sector. 

Chapter  1,  ‘The  Budget’,  summarises  the  contents  of  the 
following  Chapters.  It  also  contains  summary  tables  of  the 
Budget  measures  and  of  the  finances  of  the  public  sector. 

Chapter  2,  ‘The  Medium  Term  Financial  Strategy’,  provides 
the  framework  for  all  economic  policy  decisions.  Comment, 
charts  and  tables  cover:  objectives  and  the  framework  of 
policy;  monetary  policy;  fiscal  policy;  public  expenditure; 
revenue;  and  public  sector  borrowing.  An  annex  gives  changes 
since  the  1988  MTFS. 

Chapter  3,  ‘The  economy:  recent  developments  and  prospects 
to  mid-1990’,  deals  with  financial  conditions,  world  econonq', 
UK  trade  and  balaiKe  of  payments,  demand  and  activity, 
company  income  and  expenditure,  inflation,  productivity  and 
the  labour  market,  forecast  and  outturn  (compares  the  main 
elements  of  the  forecast  published  in  the  1988  FSBR  with 


outturn  or  latest  estimate);  and  ends  with  risks  and 
uncertainties.  A  table  shows  forecasts  to  first  half  1990  of 
output,  imports,  exports  and  the  balance  oi  payments  current 
account  at  1985  prices,  seasonally  adjusted. 

Chapter  4,  ‘The  Budget  tax  and  national  insurance  prr^wsals’, 
sets  out  the  tax  and  natiorud  insurance  proposals.  A  table 
shows  the  direct  revenue  effects  in  1989-90  and  1990-91  of 
the  changes  in  taxation  and  national  insurance  and  an  atmex 
explains  how  the  figures  in  the  table  are  calculated. 

Chapter  5,  ‘Public  expenditure’,  summarises  the  public 
spending  plans  and  compares  estimated  outturn  for  1988-89 
with  earlier  plans. 

Chapter  6,  ‘The  public  sector’s  finances’,  brings  together  the 
complete  financial  picture  for  the  public  sector.  It  elaborates 
the  more  rounded  and  summary  figures  shown  in  other 
chapters.  It  includes  a  table  of  public  sector  transactions  for 
1988-89  and  1989-90  by  sub-sector  and  economic  category. 

Refemccs 

Financiat  SkOement  and  Budget  Report  I9S9-90  HC  23S  (HMSO  Mirch  1989) 
(Price  £710  net)  ISBN  0  K)  223S89  9. 

Financiai  Statement  and  Budget  Report  /988-B9  HC  361  (HMSO  March  1988) 
(Price  £7.20  net)  ISBN  0  10  236188  6 

Supply  Estimates  1989-90  Summary  and  Guide 
Supply  Estimates  are  the  means  by  which  the  Government 
seeks  from  Parliament  sufficient  funds  and  fresh 
Parliamentary  authority  for  the  bulk  of  its  own  expenditure 
each  year.  The  Estimates  are  presented  to  I^liament,  usually 
on  Budget  Diy.  One  or  more  Estimates  are  presented,  the 
Treasury,  for  each  government  department. 

The  government  expenditure  for  which  authority  is  sought 
in  these  Estimates  is  consistent  with  the  Government’s  plans 
for  public  expenditure  as  a  whole,  described  in  detail  in  the 
latest  public  expenditure  White  Paper,  The  Government's 
Expenditure  Plans  1989-90  to  1991-92,  Cm  601-621,  published 
on  30  January  1989. 

The  Summary  and  Guide  to  the  Simply  Estimates  for  1989-90 
was  published  on  14  March  1989.  It  has  a  number  of 
objectives: 

i.  it  summarises  the  expenditure  in  the  Estimates  and 
shows  the  relationship  between  Estimates  and  the 
public  expenditure  plans; 

ii.  it  announces  cash  limits,  limits  on  running  costs,  and 
manpower  plans  for  central  government  departments 
in  1989-90; 

iii. it  describes  the  Estimates  themselves  and  how 
Parliament  considers  and  votes  them. 

The  information  on  non-voted  cash  limits  which  was  included 
for  the  first  time  in  last  year’s  Summary  and  Guide  has  been 
retained.  These  were  published  previously  by  way  of  a 
Parliamentary  written  answer  on  Budget  Day. 
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For  users  interested  in  a  particular  area  of  expenditure,  a 
separate  document,  the  Index  to  the  Supply  ^timates,  is 
available.  This  indicates  in  which  Class  and  Vote  details  of 
a  particular  area  of  expenditure  can  be  found.  The  Supply 
Estimates  themselves  are  available  in  nineteen  separate 
booklets. 

RdieraMcs 

Supply  Estimates  1999-90  Summary  ami  Guide  Cm  633  (HMSO  1989)  (t‘ricc 
£&»  neo  ISBN  0  K)  106332  6. 

Sivply  Esiimaus  1999-90  htdex  HC  231-IND  (HMSO  1989)  (Price  £S.90  net) 

ISBN  0  n  284389  9. 

ENVIRONMENT 
Environniental  Protection 

The  Uth  issue  of  the  Digest  ofEnvimnmental  Protection  and 
Waer  Statistics  was  publish^  in  February.  This  is  an  annual 
publication  which  highlights  some  of  the  main  trends  in  the 
areas  of  environmental  quality  and  protection,  and  of  water 
supply.  The  digest  has  chapters  on  air  quality,  water  quality, 
radioactivity,  noise,  blo^  lead  concentrations,  waste, 
landsctqte  a^  nature  conservation,  and  water  suf^ly  and  use. 
There  is  also  a  calendar  of  events. 

The  Digest  is  intended  to  provide  a  wide-ranging  set  of 
statistics  on  broad  trends.  Additional  material  on  certain  topics 
is  published  by  the  Department  of  the  Envirorunent  in  four 
environment  statistical  bulletins;  particulars  of  these  are  given 
in  the  Digest. 

Refercaccs 

Digest  cf  Environmental  Protection  and  Hfoer  Satisfies,  No.  II  1988  (HMSO. 

1989)  (Price  £9j00). 

Statistical  Btdhtins  (99)  M  (Deputment  of  the  Enviioninem,  1989)  (Price  £2jOO 
each). 

RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

Industrial  Research  and  Devefopment  (R&D)  Expenditure 
in  1987 

During  1988  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  carried 
out  a  sample  surv^  of  expenditure  and  employment  on  R&D 
performed  in  UK  industry  in  1987.  An  article  in  British 
Business,  3  February  1989,  gives  full  results  of  the  survey. 
The  sample  for  this  surv^  irKluded  74  enterprises  accounting 
for  about  75  per  cent  of  total  expenditure  on  R&D  in  1985, 
for  which  year  a  large-scale  (benchmark)  survey  was  carried 
out. 

Respondents  were  asked  to  make  a  return  for  the  calendar 
year  1987  or  for  years  ending  6  April  1987  and  5  April  1988. 
Inquiries  regarding  this  subject  should  be  addressed  to: 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
20  Victoria  Street 
London  SWIH  ONF 
Telephone:  01-215  3350/3354 

RcHercan 

British  Business  (Deputment  of  IVade  and  Industiy)  (Price  £1.40  net). 


OVERSEAS  FINANCE  AND  TRADE 
Economic  Classifications 

The  revision  of  the  International  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  of  all  Economic  Activities  (ISIC)  and  the  new 
Central  Product  Classification  (CPC). 

The  1988  issue  of  Statistical  News  (page  81.38)  referred 

to  developments  in  producing  new  international  activity  and 
product  classifications. 

At  the  twenty-fifth  session  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical 
Commission  in  New  York  from  6-15  February  1989  approval 
was  given  to  the  final  drafts  of  the  ISIC  Revision  3  and  of 
the  provisional  CPC. 

The  Secretary  General  was  requested: 

i.  To  prepare  a  publication  on  ISIC  Revision  3  together 
widi  indexes  and  correlation  tables  between  ISIC 
Revision  3  the  Harmonized  Commodity  Description 
and  Coding  System  (HS),  the  Standard  International 
Trade  Classifications  (SITC)  Revision  3  and  the 
provisional  CPC. 

ii.  To  prepare  a  publication  of  CPC,  with  explanatory 
notes,  for  the  services  part  of  the  classification,  as  a 
provisional  document. 

iii.  To  publish  and  circulate  ISIC  Revision  3  and  CPC,  and 
to  call  them  to  the  attention  of  the  Member  States  of 
the  United  Nations  and  the  specialised  agencies. 

The  Commission  further  recommended: 

i.  That  Member  States  should  adopt  ISIC  Revision  3, 
with  such  modifications  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
national  requirements  without  disturbing  the 
framework  of  the  classifications;  or  use  ISIC  Revision 
3  in  reporting  data  according  to  kind  of  economic 
activity  for  the  purpose  of  international  comparison. 

ii.  That  Member  States  make  use  of  the  CPC  as  a 
provisional  classification  in  order  to  gain  experience 
in  obtaining  international  comparability  for  data 
according  to  goods  and  services.  The  Secretary  General 
was  requested  to  submit  a  progress  report  on  countries’ 
experiences  in  the  implementation  of  the  CPC  to  the 
Cormnission  at  its  twenty-seventh  session. 

iii.  That  the  Statistical  Office  of  the  United  Nations 
Secretariat  provide  guidance  to  countries  in 
implementing  the  reconunendations,  including  the 
provision  of  necessary  technical  co-operation  and 
supplementary  documentation. 

Overseas  Direct  Investment  1987 
The  main  results  of  the  DTI’s  armual  inquiry  into  overseas 
direct  investment  and  earnings  in  1987  are  given  in  an  article 
in  British  Business,  K)  March  1989. 
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Total  net  direct  investment  abroad  by  UK  companies  in  1987 
was  £18.8bn  whilst  net  direct  investment  in  the  UK  by  overseas 
companies  was  £8.0bn.  Net  earnings  UK  companies  on 
their  stock  of  overseas  direct  investments  were  £ll.lbn  in  1987 
whilst  overseas  companies  earned  £6.6bn  on  their 
corresponding  stock  of  direct  investments  in  the  UK. 

IDetailed  results  giving  figures  for  each  main  country  and 
activity  were  published  in  Business  Monitor  MA4  Overseas 
transactions  1987.  Cc^ies  this  publication  are  available  from 
HMSO  bookshops. 

Estimates  of  the  book  value  of  overseas  direct  investment  at 
end-1987,  based  on  the  triennial  Census  of  Overseas  Assets 
are  being  prepared  and  should  be  published  by  late  Spring 
1989.  The  latest  available  detailed  data  are  for  end-1984  and 
these  were  published  in  Business  Monitor  M04  Census  of 
Overseas  Assets  1984. 

Quarterly  estimates  of  overseas  direct  investment  and  earnings 
are  given  in  the  balance  of  payments  accounts  published  in 
the  March/June/September  and  December  editions  of 
Economic  Trends. 

Details  are  published  quarterly  in  British  Business  of  UK 
cross-border  acquisitions  and  mergers.  Figures  up  to  the  third 
quarter  of  1988  appeared  in  British  Business  on  10  December. 
Further  enquiries  regarding  the  subject  of  this  article  should 
be  made  to; 

Department  of  Trade  and  Industry 
Room  2/3 
20  Victoria  Street 
London  SWIH  ONF 

Telephone:  01-215  3004  (outward  investment) 

01-215  3345  (inward  investment) 

Reference 

British  Business  (Department  of  Trade  and  Industry)  (Price  £1.40  net). 

International  Publications 

The  following  have  recently  been  published  and  are  available 
from  HMSO: 

Eurostat 

External  trade:  statistical  yearbook,  price  £8.25  net. 
National  accounts  ESA:  aggregates  19^1987,  price  £12.00 
net. 

Iron  and  Steel:  statistical  yearbook  1988,  price  £15.00  net. 
ACP  basic  statistics  1988,  price  £6.50  net. 

Carriage  of  goods  1986:  by  road,  price  £9.00  net. 
Employment  statistics:  methods  and  definitions  used  in  the 
compilation  of  the  aimual.  Employment  and  Unemployment 
by  Eurostat,  price  £2.50  net. 

Food  and  A^culture  Organisation 
Fishery  fleet  statistics  1970, 1975, 1977-86,  price  £14.25  net. 
EiO  production  yearbook,  volume  41,  1987,  price  £13.50 
net. 

General  Agreement  on  Ihriffs  and  lYtide 
International  trade  1987-88,  price  £20.00  net. 


International  Monetary  Fund 
Balance  of  payments  statistics,  volume  39,  parts  1  and  II 
(not  available  separately)  price  £10.00  net. 

Organisation  for  Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development 

External  debt  statistics:  the  debt  and  other  extental 
liabilities  of  developing,  CMEA  and  certain  other  countries 
and  territories:  at  erul-December  1986  and  1987,  price  £6.00 
net. 

The  Iron  and  Steel  Industry  in  1987,  price  £6.00  net. 
Carriage  of  goods  1986  by  railways,  price  £13.50  net. 
Earnings  in  agriculture  1986,  price  £6.75  net. 
Geographical  distribution  of  financial  flaws  to  countries: 
disbursements,  commitments,  economic  indicators  1984/87, 
price  £20.50  net. 

Industrial  structure  statistics  1986,  price  £12.00  net. 
United  Nations  Conference  on  IVade  and  Development. 
Committee  on  Commodities 
Armual  Bulletin  of  the  UNCTAD  Committee  on  Tungsten 
Statistics,  volume  22,  October  1988,  price  £3.50  net. 
United  Nations.  Department  of  International  Economic 
and  Social  Affairs,  Population  Division 
Wjrld  population  treruls  and  policies:  1987  monitoring 
report;  special  topics  -  (a)  fertility  and  women’s  life  cycle, 
(b)  socio-economic  differentials  in  mortality,  price  £32.00  net. 
United  Nations,  Economic  Commission  for  Europe 
The  Steel  market  in  1987,  price  £18.75  net. 

Armual  bulletin  of  gas  statistics  for  Eun^e,  volume  33,  1987, 
price  £15.50  net. 

UNESCO 

Compendium  of  statistics  on  illiteracy,  no.  30,  price  £5.25 
net. 

Statistical  yearbook  1988,  price  £55.00  net. 

\^rld  Health  Organisation 
Wrrld  Health  Statistics,  aimual  1988,  price  £36.00  net. 

Readers  should  note  that  publications  of  international 
organisations  are  subject  to  price  changes. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Labour  Market  Quarterly  Report  •  May  1989 
The  M^  issue  of  the  Labour  Market  (^arterly  Report  will 
be  published  ty  the  Training  Agency  in  mid-May  1989.  With 
the  aid  of  diagrams  and  tables  it  gives  a  conunentary  on  the 
training  implications  of  current  labour  market  trends.  This 
edition  carries  two  Special  Features  -  the  first  focuses  on  the 
Follow-Up  Survey  of  YTS  leavers  showing  how  the  survey 
operates  and  the  kind  of  information  collected.  The  second 
Special  Feature  looks  at  Vfomen  as  an  increasingly  important 
source  of  labour  over  the  coming  years. 

For  further  information  or  copies  of  the  LMQR  please  contact 
Mrs  Christine  Harrison,  Emplt^ment  Department;  The 
Training  Agency,  LM5,  Room  ^15,  Moorfoot,  Sheffield  SI 
4PQ,  Telephone:  (0742)  704075. 
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Scottish  Economic  Bulletin 

This  Bulletin  includes  an  economic  review  and  three  articles; 

•  'Scottish  manufocturing’  -  output  in  1989  is  expected 
to  be  well  ahead  of  1988  levels,  and  investment 
prospects  are  encouraging,  with  interest  rates  not  yet 
having  a  nujor  impact  on  investment.  The  percentage 
of  firms  reporting  skill  shortages  remains  lower  than 
in  the  UK  as  a  whole.  Awareness  of  firms  of  the  issues 
relating  to  the  Single  Market  and  demographic  decline 
has  been  rising. 

•  ‘The  civilian  labour  force  in  Scotland' J  D  Gray 
and  F  Dixon.  This  note  summarises  the  latest 
Department  of  Employment  estimates  and  projections 

the  civilian  labrar  force  in  Scotland.  It  highlights 
the  main  changes  in  the  size  and  composition,  in  terms 
of  age  and  sex,  of  the  Scottish  labour  force  since  1971, 
and  looks  at  the  main  changes  expected.  Over  the  next 
seven  years  the  size  of  the  labour  force  is  projected 
to  remain  at  around  2.5  million,  but  within  this  the 
number  aged  16  to  24  will  foil  by  about  a  quarter  from 
590,000  in  1987  to  440,000  1995. 

•  ‘Income  and  employment  multipliers;  some  further 
results’  by  D  S  Henderson  and  G  Storie. 

Rrfierwcc 

Scottish  Ecottomic  Bultetin,  Na  3S.  December  1988  (HMSO)  (Price  £71)0  net). 

Scottish  Local  Government  Financial  Statistics  1987-88 
This  publication  (published  in  mid-April)  covers  the 
transactions  of  local  authorities’  joint  boards  and  conunittees 
as  defined  in  the  Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  1973.  It 
contains  a  summary  of  local  authority  revenue,  capital 
expenditure  and  income  broken  down  into  specific  sections 
covering  rate  fond  services,  housing,  trading  services  and 
other  funds. 

The  publication  (price  £4.00)  is  available  from; 

The  Library 

Official  Publications  Sales 

Scottish  Office 

Room  2/65 

New  St  Andrew’s  House 

Edinburgh  EHl  3TG 

Telephone;  031-556  8400  Ext  4806  (GTN  2688) 

Older  Beople  in  Scotland 

Age  Coftcem  Scotland  has  published  a  comprehensive 
statistical  review  with  conunentary  entitled  Older  People  in 
Scotland.  The  review  is  based  mainly  on  regularly  published 
official  statistics  and  has  been  written  both  as  a  guide  to  the 
statistics  and  sources  and  as  a  description  of  the  contemporary 
position.  It  is  in  five  volumes. 

Volume  1  contains  an  introductory  essay  on  sources  of 
statistics  and  an  annotated  list  of  nearly  HX)  regular  statistical 
sources  which  contain  some  data  of  relevance  to  the  study 
of  older  people  in  the  different  countries  of  the  UK. 


Volumes  2  to  4  cover,  respectively,  population  and  housing, 
health  and  welfore,  and  personal  arid  public  finance.  These 
draw  upon  Scottish  statistics,  except  when  only  Great 
Britain/UK  material  is  published.  Many  tables,  particularly 
in  volumes  2  and  3,  contain  data  for  local  authority  regions 
or  health  board  areas. 

Volume  5  presents  comparisons  between  the  four  countries 
of  the  UK  on  the  topics  covered  for  Scotland  in  volumes  2 
to  4.  This  final  volume  shows  the  difficulties  which  exist  in 
trying  to  make  sensible  comparisons  between  the  countries 
of  the  UK.  Published  data  is  very  variable  by  topic  and 
country  and,  in  statistical  terms,  the  kingdom  is  often 
dis-united. 

Older  People  in  Scotland  by  E^id  S  Gordon,  avitlible  from  Age  Concern 

Scotland.  S4a  Fountainbridge.  Edinburgh  EH3  9PT,  costs  £10.  Individual  volumes 

are  avBil^>le  at  £1.50  for  wlume  I  and  £3:00  each  ftw  ^umes  2-5. 

Bank  of  England  Quarterly  Bulletin 

In  addition  to  regular  articles  providing  commentary  on  recent 
developments  in  the  UK  and  world  economies  and  on 
domestic  and  international  financial  markets,  the  February 
issue  of  the  Bank’s  Quarterly  Bulletin  contains  the  following 
items; 

The  gilt-edged  market  since  Big  Bang 
This  article  reviews  the  development  of  the  gilt-edge  in  the 
two  years  since  its  present  structure  was  inaugurated  at  the 
time  of  Big  Bang,  drawing  on  the  Bank’s  direct  experience 
of  the  market  and  a  survey  of  investors  active  in  the  market 
conducted  early  in  1988.  The  article  concludes  that  all  the 
main  structurid  elements  of  the  market  appear  to  have 
functioned  effectively  and  that  the  new  structure  has  been 
successful  in  providing  a  continuous  and  liquid  market  for 
investors  and  for  official  operations.  Competition  among  the 
market  makers  has  been  an  important  ingredient  in  this 
success,  but  at  the  same  time  has  been  a  source  of  pressure 
on  the  market  makers  individually;  these  competitive 
pressures  are  examined  in  more  detail  in  the  second  part  of 
the  article.  More  recently,  the  new  structure  has  had  to  adapt 
as  the  public  sector  has  moved  into  substantial  surplus  and 
the  authorities  in  consequence  have  started  buying  gilts.  The 
final  section  therefore  considers  the  development  of  official 
operations  in  the  market  since  Big  Bang  and,  in  particular, 
the  ways  in  which  the  Bank  has  sought  to  minimise 
disturbance  to  the  market  arising  from  the  change  in  the 
government’s  funding  needs. 

The  housing  market 

Developments  in  the  housing  market  have  important 
implications  for  the  economy  as  a  whole  and  for  policy.  Apart 
from  the  direct  effects  such  as  investment  in  dwellings  (which 
accounted  for  more  than  70  per  cent  of  total  personal  sector 
savings  last  year)  there  are  a  number  of  w^s  in  which  the 
housing  sector  interacts  with  the  rest  of  the  economy.  For 
example,  an  increase  in  house  prices  raises  personal  sector 
wealth,  thus  possibly  influencing  households’ 
consumption/savings  decisions.  Recent  changes  in  the 
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mortgage  market,  following  a  period  of  deregulation  and 
intense  competition,  have  made  this  wealth  more  accessible. 
Also,  if  house  prices  rise  fester  than  earnings,  upward  pressure 
on  wage  settlements  may  result,  perhaps  over  and  al^e  that 
which  emerges  through  the  contribution  of  higher  housing 
costs  to  the  retail  price  index.  In  addition,  variation  in  the 
rates  of  growth  of  house  prices  across  different  regions  may 
reduce  labour  mobility,  thus  reducing  the  efficiency  of  the 
national  labour  nuirket.  These  developments  are  important 
and  have  wide-ranging  implications  for  monetary  policy.  First, 
the  sensitivity  of  persoiial  sector  behaviour  to  changes  in 
interest  rates  has  almost  certainly  grown  in  recent  years. 
Second,  the  use  of  interest  rates  to  reduce  inflation  may  have 
repercussions  for  the  housing  market  as  a  whole  -  as  regards 
demand  for  and  supply  of  both  new  dwellings  and 
improvements  to  the  existing  stock  and  the  operation  of  the 
mortgage  and  credit  markets. 

This  article  examines  developments  in  the  housing  rruu-ket 
over  the  last  two  decades,  considering  the  various  fectors 
which  have  been  important  in  explaining  changes  in  house 
prices,  housing  starts  and  completions,  and  housing 
investment.  As  well  as  considering  the  long-term  prospects 
for  the  nuirket.  a  short  discussion  of  likely  short-term 
development.'  in  the  light  of  recent  interest  rate  rises  is 
included:  this  analysis  suggests  that  the  housing  market  will 
slow  considerably  this  year.  The  implications  of  such  a 
slowdown  for  the  growth  of  consumers’  expendimre  and  for 
the  labour  market  are  also  considered.  Finally,  the  article 
discusses  some  of  the  policy  implications  of  this  analysis. 

Take-over  activity  in  the  1980s 

The  last  three  years  have  witnessed  a  surge  of  take-over 
activity  in  the  United  Kingdom  which  has  been  uq)recedented 
in  its  duration,  in  the  volumes  of  expenditure  involved  and 
in  the  size  of  some  of  the  transactions.  Moreover,  nuuiy 
companies  have  undertaken  cross-border  acquisitions, 
particularly  in  the  United  States.  Associated  with  these 
developments  have  been  substantial  changes  in  many 
companies’  organisational  and  financial  structure. 

The  article  describes  take-over  activity  by  UK  companies  in 
recent  years,  placing  the  developments  in  their  historical, 
international  and  regulatory  context.  Some  possible 
explanations  for  the  boom  are  considered,  and  the  importance 
of  financial  fectors  -  such  as  companies’  liquidity  and  the 
willingness  of  the  equity  market  to  absorb  new  issues  of 
ordinary  shares  -  is  underlined. 

Other  items 

The  February  Bulletin  also  reproduces  speeches  by  the 
Governor  on  exchange  rate  stability  and  the  development  of 
the  European  Monetary  System;  and  on  the  changing 
environment  feced  by  building  societies  following  the 
regulatory  changes  of  the  past  two  years.  Also  reprinted  is 
the  Bank’s  paper  on  the  extension  of  its  dealing  relationships 
in  the  sterling  money  market,  a  revised  version  of  the 
consultative  paper  reprinted  in  the  August  1988  Bulletin. 


The  Bank’s  Quarterly  Bulletin  may  be  obtained  (at  £7.50  per 
copy  or  £27  for  an  aiuiual  subscription)  from: 

Bank  of  England 
Bulletin  Group 
Economics  Division 
Threadneedle  Street 
London  EC2R  8AH 

NatkMial  Institute  Economic  Review 

Qualified  manpower  in  engineering:  Britain  and  other 
industrially  advanced  countries 

This  article  by  S  J  Prais  examines  the  numbers  of  skilled 
persons  in  engineering  and  allied  occupations  who  qualify 
each  year  throughout  the  skill  range  -  from  an  engineering 
doctorate  to  craftsmen  and  technicians  -  and  compares  Britain 
with  other  advanced  industrial  countries.  The  main 
quantitative  difference  between  Britain  and  other  countries 
lies  in  the  numbers  qualifying  at  the  level  of  qualified 
craftsman;  attention  is  ^so  drawn  to  an  important  qualitative 
difference  in  practical  content  and  length  of  university-degree 
courses  in  engineering. 

National  Institute  Jubilee  Lecture:  Economic  policy 
formulation  in  the  Treasury  in  the  post-war  period 
This  is  the  text  of  the  NIESR  Jubilee  Lecture  given  on  28 
November  1988  by  Sir  F^r  Middleton,  Permanent  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury.  Sir  Peter  summed  up  his  conclusions  as 
follows: 

‘Economic  policy  is  heavily  constrained  by  the  nature  of  the 
world  we  live  in.  Policy  makers  have  to  be  sensitive  to  changes 
in  the  environment  and  ready  to  adjust  their  policies  as 
appropriate.  With  global  financial  markets,  the  main  eflbrt 
must  be  directed  towards  maintaining  the  credibility  and 
reputation  of  macro-economic  policy  so  that  financial  markets 
behave  in  a  way  which  generally  supports  it.  It  is  not  possible 
to  intervene  in  financial  markets  to  produce  directly  the  results 
the  government  wants. 

More  generally,  the  power  of  governments  to  influence  the 
economy  is  limited.  Even  in  the  confident  days  of  the  1960$ 
it  was  more  limited  than  was  believed  at  the  time,  as  the 
difficulties  of  the  1970s  revealed.  The  key  to  good  government 
is  to  recognise  the  limits  of  the  government’s  ability  to 
influence  the  economy,  to  resist  pressure  to  do  something 
about  problems  which  government  cannot  solve,  and  to  make 
sure  that  those  things  for  which  the  government  is  directly 
responsible  -  macro-economic  policy,  taxation  and  the 
provision  of  public  services  -  are  done  as  efficiently  as 
possible.’ 

The  US  economy:  performance  and  prospects 
This  is  the  second  article  by  the  CLARE  group  of  economists 
to  appear  in  the  Review.  The  authors  Peter  Of^nheimer  and 
Brian  Reddaway  assess  how  the  US  economy  has  fared  under 
President  Reag^.  Fears  of  recession  or  of  rapid  inflation  have 
so  fer  proved  groundless.  The  ‘twin’  deficits  on  trade  and  in 
the  F^eral  Budget  have  not  been  eliminated,  but  their 
damaging  effects  should  not  be  exaggerated.  That  being  so. 
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the  prospects  are  for  more  of  the  same  over  the  next  five  years. 
Ou^t  should  continue  to  grow  at  a  reasonable  rate,  although 
not  as  fost  as  it  did  last  year;  inflation  will  be  contained  but 
not  corrected.  ‘The  world,  they  say  ‘has  a  great  capacity  for 
muddling  through’. 

Productivity  growth  in  manufacturing,  1963-85:  the  roles  of 
new  investment  and  scrimping 

The  twin  forces  of  investment  in  new  and  scrapping  of  old 
equipment  are  traditionally  supposed  to  play  a  large  part  in 
explaining  productivity  growth.  Scrapping  cannot  in  practice 
be  observed  directly  but  can  be  inferred  \sy  estimating  a 
vintage  ciq)ital  model.  When  this  is  done  it  is  found  that  these 
forces  do  indeed  have  a  substantial  role  to  pl^  in  explaining 
difforences  between  industries  in  productivity  grov^  rates 
in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  but  not  in  the  1980s.  The  productivity 
improvement  observed  in  most  industries  in  the  1980s  must 
therefore  be  ascribed  largely  to  forces  other  than  new 
investment  and  scrying.  This  article  is  Nicholas  Oulton. 

Notkmai  htstUute  Review  Ho.  127,  Frimiary  1989  issue  is  iviilable  from  The 
NatioMl  Instituie  of  Economic  and  Social  Research,  2  Dean  IVench  Street, 

Smith  Square,  London  SWIP  3HE  (Price:  annual  subscription  £45XX)  net  or 
£12.30  per  single  issue). 

NIESR  Calendar  of  Economic  Events 
The  aim  has  been  to  present  a  chronicle  (rf  the  more  important 
events  of  the  last  14  years  of  British  economic  policy-making 
with  the  emphasis  on  monetary  and  fiscal  matters.  Thus, 
changes  in  government,  cabinet  reshuffles,  policy  statements, 
government  publications,  budgets  and  interest-rate  changes 
are  given  in  some  detail,  as  are  major  labour  disputes  and 
some  foreign  events.  The  intention  is  to  provide  those 
interested  in  the  British  economy  with  a  perspective  on  the 
recent  past  as  well  as  to  act  as  a  source  of  reference  to 
particular  occurrences  and  their  dates. 

Available  from  The  National  Institute  cf  Economic  and  Social 
Research,  2  Dean  Ihench  Street,  Smith  Square,  Lxrndon  SWIP 
3HE.  Price  £20. 

Engiiieering  Industry  lYiiiniiig  Board 
Industry  profile  -  British  engineering,  employment,  training 
and  education  (RM89  SO)  -  Price  £20.00.  The  following  are 
statistical  updates  to  1987: 

Sector  profile  of  trends  in  employment  and  training  in: 

•  The  electronics  industry  (RM8S  01) 

Sector  profile  of  trends  in  manpower  and  training  in: 

•  The  instrument  engineering  industry  (RM8S  10) 

•  The  machine  tools  and  engineers’  small  tools  industries 
(RU85  05) 

•  The  metal  goods  industry  (RU8S  12) 

•  The  machinery  industry  (RU8S  16) 


Further  details  can  be  obtained  from: 

Engineering  Industry  Training  Board 
54  Clarendon  Road 
PO  Box  176 
Whtford  WDl  ILB 

Population  Statistics  -  A  Review  of  UK  Sources 
This  book  by  Dr  Bernard  Benjamin,  is  intended  to  help  the 
many  people  in  different  occupations  or  professions  who  are 
not  continually  immersed  in  population  arithmetic  but  who 
from  time  to  time  need  information  on  some  aspects  of 
population  change  and  need  guidance  as  to  where  to  look  for 
this  information.  But  this  book  is  not  simply  a  directory.  It 
seeks  to  explain  the  source  and  method  of  derivation,  possible 
errors  and  weaknesses,  how  the  figures  should  be  interpreted 
and  the  questions  th^  might  af^ropriately  be  used  to  answer. 

Publication  is  Gower,  price  £45.00.  Further  information 
may  be  obtained  from: 

The  Press  Office 

Gower  Publishing  Company  Ltd 

Gower  House 

Croft  Road 

Aldershot 

Hampshire  GUll  3HR 
Telephone:  Aldershot  (0252)  331551. 

Public  FlnatKe  Foundation 

The  foundation  exists  to  encourage  investigation  of  the 
economy,  efficieiKy  and  effectiveness  with  which  government 
policy  is  implemented  and,  where  possible,  to  offer 
suggestions  for  improvements. 

During  1989  health  service  finance,  rented  housing, 
privatisation  studies  and  performance  measurement  in  public 
services  will  be  scrutinised. 

Public  Expertditure  Digest  1989  is  an  invaluable  guide  to 
public  expenditure  statistics  (price  £12). 

Pidrlic  Domain  1989  contains  all  the  commentaries,  statistics 
and  incisive  reviews  that  have  made  it  a  standard  text  for  policy 
makers,  managers,  students  and  specialist  advisers  (price 
£KX50).  The  above  publications  plus  a  list  of  discussion  p^rs 
are  available  from: 

Public  Finance  Foundation 
Publications  Section 
3  Robert  Street 
London  WC2N  6BH 

CONFERENCE 

Local  Area  Statistics:  Information  for  Marketing, 
Investment  and  Planning 

The  University  of  Warwick  Business  Information  Service  is 
running  a  one  day  seminar  on  local  area  statistics.  The  focus 
of  the  seminar  will  be  information  available  at  a  local  level 
(such  as  regions,  counties,  towns  and  areas)  and  provided  by 
Central  Government,  local  authorities  and  commercial 
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oiganisations.  The  seminar  will  take  place  on  Ihesd^  4  July 
1989  at  the  University’s  Arden  House  Conference  Centre. 

Speakers  in  the  morning  will  give  an  overview  and  review 
statistics  available  from  local  authorities  and  other  official 
bodies.  In  the  afternoon  several  commercial  providers  (rf' local 
area  information  will  describe  their  products  and  publications. 
These  include  Market  Locations,  Knpoint  Analysis  and  the 
Reward  Group. 

The  fee  which  includes  tea,  coffee,  lunch  and  background 
papers,  will  be  £90  for  subscribers  to  the  Business  Information 
Service  and  £100  for  non-subscribers. 

For  further  details  contact  Margaret  Brittin  at  the  University 
of  Warwick  Business  Information  Service,  University  of 
Wuwick  Library,  Gibbet  Hill  Road,  Coventry  CV4  7AL. 
Telephone:  0203-523251/523051. 

GOVERNMENT  STATISTICAL  SERVICE 

Review  of  Regular  Surveys 

Set  out  below  is  a  list  of  recenUy  completed  quinquennial 
reviews  of  surveys  to  businesses  a^  locd  authorities.  These 
surveys  are  subject  to  a  departmental  review  and  a  report 
which  is  monitored  by  the  Surv^  Control  Unit.  Any  enquiries 
concerning  a  survey  or  its  review  should  be  made  to  the 
appropriate  departmental  contact  point  given  below. 

/  Surveys  to  Businesses 

Etemand  for  Casino  Gaming 
Casino  Financial  Returns 

Mrs  D  Gonsalves 

The  Gaming  Board  for  Great  Britain 
Berkshire  House 
168-173  High  Holbom 
London  WCIV  7AA 

Animal  Feeding  Stuffs  Production 
Usage  and  Stocks  of  Raw  Materials 

Mrs  H  Wdsh 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 

Government  Buildings 

Epsom  Road 

Guildford 

Surrey  GUI  2LD 


Clubs  registered  under  Parts  II  and  III 
Mrs  D  Gonsalves 

The  Gaming  Board  for  Great  Britain 
Berkshire  House 
168-173  High  Holbom 
London  WCIV  7AA 

Teachers  emplcyed  centrally  or  mainly  out  with  schools 

Nursery  Schml  or  attached  Nursery  E)epartment  Summary 

Nursery  School  Teacher  Return 

Pritruuy  School  Summary 

Prirtuiry  School  Statistical  Return 

Primary  School  Teacher  Return 

Secondary  School  Suttunary  Return 

Secondary  School  Statistic^  Return 

Secondary  School  Teacher  Return 

Special  School  Summary 

Special  School  Statistical  Return 

Special  School  Teacher  Return 

Pupils  Receiving  Education  other  than  at  School 

Estimate  of  Secondary  Teacher  Shortage  or  Surplus 

Dr  D  Bruce 

Scottish  Education  Department 
43  Jeffrey  Street 
Edinburgh  EHl  IDB 

Appointments  and  Changes 

Change  at  OPCS  and  Department  of  Transport 
On  1  June  Frank  Whitehead,  currenUy  Deputy  Director, 
Statistics  at  OPCS,  is  to  retire.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  Eric 
Thompson,  who  is  presendy  Director  of  Statistics  at 
Department  (rf'  Transport.  Mr  lliompson  is  in  turn  succeeded 
at  Department  of  Transport,  on  1  July,  by  David  Flaxen  (of 
the  CSO). 

Dr  B  Mitchell,  Deputy  Director,  BSO,  retired  on  31  January 
1989. 

Mr  RM  Norton,  Chief  Statistician,  BSO,  was  promoted  to 
Deputy  Director  of  the  BSO  on  1  February  1989. 

Mr  R  Williams,  Statistician,  BSO,  was  promoted  to  Chief 
Statistician  in  the  BSO  on  1  February  1989. 


II  Surveys  to  Local  Authorities 

Statistical  return  on  care  proceedings  in  Magistrates’  Courts 

Mr  C  G  Lewis 
Home  Office 
SI  Division 
50  Queen  Anne’s  Gate 
London  SWIH  9AT 
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Annual  Abstract 
of  Statistics 


For  about  140  years  the  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  has  probably  been 
the  most  quoted  source  of  statistics  about  the  United  Kingdom. 

348  tables  in  1 8  separate  chapters  cover  just  about  every  aspect  of 
economic,  social  and  industrial  life 


Area  and  climate 
Population 
Vital  Statistics 
Social  Sen/ices 

Notional  Insurance  and  Health 

Public  Health 

Housing 

Electtons 

Law  Enforcement 


Education 

Employment 

Defence 

Energy 

Iron  and  Steel 
Building 
Manufacturing 
Agriculture  and  Food 
Fisheries 


Transport 
Communications 
Retailing 
External  Trade 

National  Income  and  Expenditure 

Home  Finance 

Banking 

Insurance 

Prices 


Most  of  the  data  in  the  Abstract  are  annuai  and  cover  periods  of  about 
10  years 


HMSO  £18.50  net 
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Articles  in  recent  issues  of  Statistical  News 

No.  77  May  1987 

Statistics  in  the  Ministry  of  Defence 

Maurice  Wilde,  Frank  Hutber,  Dombey  Wallage 

and  John  Brant 

The  puzzle  of  a  Global  Balance  of  Payments  Discrepancy 

Smaller  Companies  in  the  DTI  Company  Accounts  Analysis 

John  Knight  and  Graham  Jenkinson 

The  Acquisitions  and  Mergers  Boom 

Mark  Chaplin 

Company  reponing  for  the  production  industries 

John  Perry 

Development  of  Microcomputer-based  reports  on  Vital  Statistics 

topics  in  General  Register  Office  (Scotland) 

David  Salmond 

In  an  Octopus's  Garden 

Graham  Jones 

No.  78  August  1987 

Statistics  in  the  Department  of  Transport 

Eric  Thompson 

150  years  of  the  General  Register  Office 

Frank  Whitehead 

The  United  Kingdom  blood  lead  monitoring  programme  -  results  for  1984  and  1985 

Mike  Quinn 

Tax-benefit  modelling  in  Government:  the  ‘IGOTM’  model 

Jenny  Church 

The  recording  of  crime  in  England  and  Wales 

Trevor  Benn 

Reviewing  Britain's  industrial  performance 

Tony  Buxton  and  Tim  Bolton 

No.  79  November  1987 

Planning  the  1991  Census 

OPCS 

Bridging  a  gap 

Martin  Fessey 

Statistics  of  Changes  in  Land  Use:  A  New  Series 

Roger  Sellwood 

Survey  of  Bridge  Carrying  Capacity 

Peter  Scon 

The  Labour  Force  Survey:  A  Study  of  Differential  Response 

According  to  Demographic  and  Economic  Characteristics 

Peter  Norris 

The  good,  the  bad  and  the  ugly:  multiple  stratified  sampling 

Ed  Swires-Hennessey 

in  the  1986  Welsh  House  Condition  Survey 

and  Gwyneth  Thomas 

No.  80  February  1988 

Statisticians  in  today's  Civil  Service 

Eric  J.  Thompson 

National  Food  Survey:  a  Second  Study  of  Differential  Response 

comparing  Census  Characteristics  of  NFS  Respondents  and 

Non-Respondents;  also  A  Comparison  of  NFS  and  FES  Response  Bias 

Bob  Redpath  and  Dave  Ellion 

Passenger  Surveys  at  Major  United  Kingdom  Airports 

Stephen  Nash 

The  1987  Statistics  Users'  Conference  on  Quality  of  Life  Indicators 

Walter  Benjamin 

No.  81  May  1988 

Statistical  Work  in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Department 

Martin  Daly,  John  Watkins  and  Fiona  Burgess 

Recruitment  of  Government  Statisticians:  is  there  a  problem? 

Richard  Alldrin 

The  Work  of  the  Central  Office  of  Information  Research  Unit 

Michael  Warren 

Microcomputers  in  the  Government  Statistical  Service 

Philip  Rose 

Standard  Occupational  Classification  (SOC) 

Winter  Budgets  for  the  Ministry  of  Labour  (A  1938  article  from  The  Guardian) 

No.  82  August  1988 

Statistical  work  in  the  Inland  Revenue 

Roger  Staton  I 

Relaunch  of  the  Engineering  Sales  and  Orders  Series 

Richard  Butchart 

The  Input-Output  Tables  for  the  United  Kingdom  1984 

Robin  Lynch 

Chernobyl  Accident:  Monitoring  for  Radioactivity  in  Scotland 

I  R  Hall  and  P  R  McGill 

Electricity  and  the  Weather:  developments  in  measuring  the  response  of  electricity 

sales  to  changes  in  weather 

M  R  Marshall  and  R  A  Thompson 

1986  Welsh  House  Condition  Survey:  A  New  Approach  to  the  Presentation 

of  Survey  Results 

No.  83  November  1988 

Statistical  work  in  the  Training  Agency 

Alan  Davies 

DOE'S  1985-based  household  projections 

Shekhar  Nandy 

International  co-ordination  of  Official  Statistics,  United  Nations  -  OECD  -  Eurostat 

No.  84  February  1989 

The  development  of  statistics  in  the  Welsh  Office 

Michael  Pepper 

Recent  developments  in  balance  of  payments  statistics 

The  1988  Statistics  Users'  conference 

Helen  Shanks 

Monitoring  the  extended  fixed  penalty  system  for  motoring  offences 

Andy  Bishop 

Can  statistics  make  for  better  management?  The  experience  of  Companies  House 

Keith  Whitfield 

Copies  of  the  above  and  earlier  articles  and  also  of  Economic  Trends  articles  may  be  obtained  from:  Central  Statistical  Office,  Room 

62/3,  Great  George  Street,  London  SWIP  3AQ,  on  payment  of  £1.50  per  copy  to  cover  postage  and  handling.  The  appropriate  remittance 

should  accompany  each  order.  Cheques,  etc.,  should  be  made  payable  to  ‘The  Cabinet  Office’. 

A  classified  list  of  Statistical  News  articles  from  the  first  issue  to  date  and  a  full  alphabetical  index  for  the  last  nine  issues  may  be  obtained 

by  sending  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  to  the  CSO  Publications  Unit  at  the  address  given  above. 

Statistical  News  —  a  quarterly  publication  from  CSO. 


Statistical  News  provides  a  comprehensive  account  of  current  developments  in 
Britain  official  statistics  to  help  ail  who  use  or  would  like  to  use  official  statistics. 


Every  issue  contains  two  or  more  articles  dealing  with  a  subject  in  depth. 

Shorter  notes  give  news  of  the  latest  developments  in  many  fields,  including 
international  statistics.  Some  reference  is  made  to  other  work  which,  though 
not  carried  out  by  government  organisations,  is  closely  related  to  official  statistics. 
Appointments  and  other  changes  in  the  Government  Statistical  Service  are  also  given. 
A  cumulative  index  in  the  November  edition  provides  a  permanent  and  comprehensive 
guide  to  developments  in  all  areas  of  official  statistics. 
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